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Pronunciation
> this

qﬁ' ¥o|lowing is not acientific work, but merely a fruit of my

! bnal study of the language while living in Tanna. Although

e
> ({J effort has been spent to maintain its correctness, still it is
[qu I& to contain errors of different kinds. Netwar (also known as
t' He " L ®uagek)eldes rotehave any officially standardized

writing form. If written by the natives, a phonldte system is
used following French or English, depending on whether the
person is speaking French or English. Recently a Aook
Comprehensive Comparison of Lexemes in the Major Languages
of Tanna, Vanuatinas been published, suggesting a unified
Tannawide system of writing. While being phonetically accurate,
it might be cofusing for a nomxpert and it uses accentuation
not commonly found on English and French keyboards.
Moreover words presented in it for the Netwar language come
from a different dialect than those found in the following
dictionary. That is why | do notlfk this system. Instead, | use
conventions presented in the following table. Letters not found in
Stif¢ table have their usual value followd#y Vowelseand less
often a, i have frontal and central forms. For the sake of

I dLovka@atom) simplicity, the text makes difference only ofetiid pair. The

purpose here is not an exact rendering of pronunciation, but the
simplicity and comprehensibility for rexperts and for local
peopk, to whom the work is destinated too. Please refer to
recordings for a clearer image about the pronunciation. It is
worth of mentioning, that Netwar has many dialects. Words
presented below belong mainly to the one spoken around
Lowanatom, Lowaneai, Iaid Lokweria.

Usually the second, rarely the third, vowel from the end is
stressed.

i before a vowel ~ [j], ex: ®-l/jelu/

y [yl, like the

e ~ [o], exnem- /n om/

®~ [e], exn e~t/nte/

g~ ], nasalexnauga / naubal/
h ~.[h], somehow voiceless, ®ikin~ /ni hin/
MPSYY, like in Spanish, enxaru~ /nacu/
w ~ [w], exkasawar /kasaway

u (

Fr leyn /&yh

r

Phrases: 383
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English

O numreka

Inumk ar ®n a

2 nunkiu

3 numkesel

4 numkywer

5 numkatilum

6rumk at i |l um ma kar ®n a
7 numkatilum ma kiu

8 numkatilum ma kesel

9 numkatilum ma kywer
10numkatilum ma katilum

A
aartk Gindefinite article, follows the narg&.: Aupan ramlafen
nepen k®r toni o. ~ He gave

abortvatakera child Ex.: Ramataken naren.She aborted her
child.

about adviwoket toapproximationEx.: Naramim ltuga narafa
aken, mero naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People from ltuga a
greatly experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have
idea of the sea.

accidentvlas pekehave anEx.Ra ml as peken
He had an accident in the sea.

accompanyvir Ex.: Tanekir io kiawen apa Ituga? ~ Will you
follow me to Ituga?

action nnolan

afraid vagerbe, in transitive form followed by suffi'. EX.:
lamagenin kuri. ~ | am afraid ofgio

after conpwotiseg

aibika nnuwha ape(Abelmoschus mahézates are consumed
cooked An nuwha(Abelmoschus manéastes are cooked then
consumed.

aircraft (from Bislamayp | ®n
airplane (from Bislamajp | ®n
Alfa Centaurinprof ar at ®Ii

alganlemesedible species of green algae with curly Idaves.
niaweredible species of green algae, resembles grape clust]
has a bitter taste.

all advpatem
A all the time advilen

alliance exprsuatu apare.g. political, figurative speech.

already advita Ex.: Inaugan ita. ~ | have already eaten.
alsoadvmenEx.: 1o men. ~ Me too.

alwaysadvilen
ancientadjawas

and conkaniconjunction in sentencdgon ®onnecting nouns,
short form ofME N2 Aconn e rcannecting nouns.

Aneityum n propkiamuancient term of the islandh propenatem
island.

angel's trumpetn krok (Brugmanysan ornamental plant but
toxic in nature. To counteract fish poisoning, its leaves are
crushed and a very small quantity of its juice is drank.
Aniwa n poplmerisland.

annoyv ol kalwawith noise or bad behavior, stronger term tf
'AUSIT. Ex.: Kamaipel, kani laris ramapus mierpa, mamol ka
~ We were already sleeping, when laris went out, got drunk
was making a lot of noise.
ant (generic termpmaiamaia

anus (inalienable)napag nekutu

approximately adviwoket toEx.: Naramim ltuga narafa aken,
mero naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People from Ituga are greatly
experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have no idea of
the sea.

arm (inalienablej nalem body part.

Aarm bandnk a u lwers oh upper arm along witumA
LE NE s'deaves during customary celebrations.
arrow n nowanparararrow for hunting birdéin nowahga
ordinary. CiNOWANPARAM.

ash(generic terrmynemratfrom fire.An| a made from
'NEKOWISEL', applied to hair in the morning and then washed
with lemon juice in the evening to make them long, orfitam
META', applied to make the hair rddnesihiawolcanic.
askvarhapelEx.: Ramarhapek to nategam. ~ He is asking for
your name.

ass(inalienablejynapag nekutu

asthmannamesan taha kahau

i at place of somebodyinalienablejima (iken)where
sBRebady veER. atmg pldeee 4t pour®lace ~ imak iken,
imam
avocado(from English: butter) pwatafruit. A(from English:

ebutter)n pwata(Persea amerjcaae.

B

dabyn kdwalexpi@ba @ etheautiful. Ancient expression used
for newborn children who are very beautifulefa'. Annapek
boy, fig.

back nnematéhuman body.

bad adjrtatlit. "it is bad" Avtat be.Ex.; Taham nolan rtat. ~
Your behavior is not good.
bald adjrapwalvapwabe.Ex.: Renapwa. ~ He is bahgaded.

bamboo (generic termynauln nau kamaregdncorrect name
sometimes given @A U MA N becausds stems are used as
traditional "cooking pots" calleMAREGEN'. An nau ikinuhum
species with strong stems often used for buildingsu nahwal
species with thin stems, used to make fishing rods and a local
kind of pan flutes. Sharp pieces ard ase&nives during boys
circumcision and girls coming to age ceretnany ¢ K E A L
kamaregestem of bambon AU MA N ESed for cooking on

fire as a kind of pot. Food is filled inside and leaves are used as a
eta@nidcan also serve to keep foodstoreral daynn a u man e
stems are used in house construction and as a traditional "cooking
pots" and for keeping meat for several days.

ban on fishingexplk @ ma r e gvayl obpresemingdish

population or a part of magical rituals, when a ptiré ca is

"closed" and the beach is marked by sticks with grass tussocks.

bananan neperfruit.

A banana treg(generic termynepen(Musa spl(generic
term)n nemewfamily of several species of banana tree. Leaves
calledNUMANEMEW' are used to \ap laplaphn natik(Musa sp.
"wild" species, but consumed anywhysepen itugfMusa sp.
lit. "foreign banana". Asian species not used for cooking but
eaten only when rip&a nemew apekind of'NEMEW with same
usagedn nemew tuakind of'NEMEW' with same usagn
nemew aswakind of'NEMEW' with same usagli nemew togoa
kind of'NEMEW' with same usage. Probably from Tondoa.
suwit(Musa spspecies from abroakh saingMusa spspecies
from ChinaAn kamerspecies from tHaEMEW' family with the

me usdnf i ® {((Musarspspecies from Vietnadniawan

& r ®n a(Musaspspecies giving big fruits, but in small

nbersAniwai(Musa spspecies used for cooking and for
making laplagin nepen ituga arepar@usa spspecies with
edible fruitAn nakaiu(Musa spspecies with short and round

fruitt Ank a s e k e n (Musa sjspecies, dit. "stick of demon



Newao" An nariram(Musa spspecies, appreciated for custom
exchangddniowanarefMusa spspecies, appreciated for
customary exchandeipanhagenergMusa spspecies,
appreciated for customary exchaBgeariram afwi(Musa sp.
species, similar WARIRAM', but with light colored spots,
appreciated for customary exchaBgeowar® g (Musa sp.
specieshniwaiawileqMusa spspecieshn ketegete(Musa sp.
specieshnw u | u (Mus@spspeciesin nuwnuw(Musa sp.
specieshniusnekqMusa spspecies.

banded sea kraih tagaluglLaticauda colubrkeagalua
(Laticauda laticaudata

banded snake eeh nekariagMyrichthys colubyinus

banyann kalwasonsidered to be the female banyan and the
of 'NAMKENEN . Its flexible aerial roots are used as ropes an
stronger ones are used as beams in house comstAnciapek
species determining the place of customary nakamals. Its a
roots are used as rop&snapek pwispecies ONAPEK'. It has
no aerial roots and it does not grow as large as\HE’. An
nalwily(Ficus obliguapecies with smadid fruit. Inediblefn
naswaidFicus spspecieshn namkeneispecies. Considered to
be the "male" or "husband" of th@LwAs banyan. It has no
strong aerial rootén nasagFicus waysaecies. Its roots are
used to make the bekaTAWUT' worn by men during the
'NEKOWIAR' ceremony and netsaKEPEN'. An nasunai(Ficus

glandifertne shape of the fruit resembles the male sexual org

It is believed that the number of branches a man gives his \
chew during her pregnancy will alsthbenumber of male
children the wife will bear.

barn owlnimhir (Tyto alhan local culture considered a bad
omen.

barracudan tapatu(Sphyraena) sp.

bar-tailed godwit nitawar(Limosa lappohpica

basketn karenmfrom pandanus fiber8nk e mmade of
coconut leaves.

A basket for a songxpkarem taha naputame of a custom
where a man offers a woven basket with certain leaves te g
maker as a traditional payment for a song to be composed.
bat nwutowutodarkly colored, without visible ta.
misekmiselightly colored, with visible tail.
batfish n kel (Platax sp.
be notvkaEx.: there is no water ~ nu reRanekaanymore,
'KA' with perfective preEx.: there is no more water ~ nu rene|
beach cabbagenn e s ® r(Scaevola tagcguries used to
treat cough. Four young branches are chewed, the juice
swallowed and sea water is drank aftervfardsz s &Scaevol}
taccajlapecies used to treat cough. Four young branches sk
be chewed, the juice swallowed and sea water ls&duldk
right after that.
beamn tuhumain construction element of the roof ridif&rom
English: rafter) nowaraftavooden An kamaloawimwooden.
beardnnuma min nulek
becauseconmero
beforen auparin time, abbrAUPANIKEN'. An aupanikein time.
behaviorn nolanEx.: Taham nolan rtat. ~ Your behavior is ng
good.
belly nnatepa
belovedadik ®1 k ® i
belt n katawuimade of vegetal material, worn by men during
'NEKOWIAR' ceremony.

A belt of shellsn nowapelpeaorn by boys on thinal
ceremony o0KAUR'.

Bengal almondntel (Terminalia catgpad wood, used for
constructions. Fruits give edible nuts.

hhetter adjrawyt epellvapitabe.Ex.:Ne t ®
Taro is better than yam.
bewarevamappay attentiorEx.: Amap nekava! ~ Beware of
the kava!
big adjiaghinfadjasulAviparbe.Ex.: lo ik ipar lam. ~ | am
older, than you.
A big sagen santangLantana campita crushed leaves are
used to treat wounds asores. The smell of the leaf relieves
headaches and blocked nose. The juice from its crushed leaves is
put on the wound after the castration of pigs to diminish the pain.
bird (generic termym ® n egual or bigger than a pigeon.
cf’kLePL£PARN | ®gnsofgbird. Smaller than a pigeon.
WEME NE'K
1 lgite v kesEx.: bite him! ~ kes in!
black adjaperEx.:b | ac k r oo st efadiaperpant®n e k
ekt names for varieties with red or dadkred leavegx.:
black iakestil ~ iakestil apen
blenny nwikwik

blessvarutraditional "blessing" given BRAMARA' in nakamal.
Ex.: blessing of new yams ~ kamaru nuw

blessing of yama naruan nuvraditional order allowing
consummation of yams at the beginning of the harvest.

blowfish n peruaperufTetraodontiae

Blve (ancient termgdjamimera aken
VifeAdlue porterweednn e k  t ®(Stachytagpheta famagicensis
lit. "tree of Katanek" (female name). Often by ignorance of its
true name, it is mistakenly callekEsTIL'. Branches that grow
from a common stem is used for a game cCall&sTIL'. It is
used to treat diarrhea in children. A small branch is chewed to
release its juices. The juice is then put into the babies Anouth.
naterigStachytarpheta jamaispasiss, its more correcin@ais
'NEK T£ KATANEK
A blue-faced parrotfinchn kamnhamen¢Erythrura trichyoa
Ablue-lipped sea kraitntagaluglLaticauda laticaudata

bluespine unicornfishniapek(Naso unicoinis

$5108spotted cornetfishn nepakai(Fistularia commejsonii

boil vwin Ex.: Peran an rakawin nuw. ~ This woman is boiling
yams.

boiled adjkawin

boom n nowanekiatgonnecting the canoe and the outrigger.
kQot’tom (inalienableynemanesiof a man.

bouillon nnihin kurimatafrom beef.

bow nnemanahga

h bowl n nuwig katimade of coconut which was just grated. Can
dgdbroken into parts and used as a spoNUWFG KUWEL'. An
nuwig kuwemade of coconut.

boxfish (generic termykawawige(Ostraciidae

boy n kukutermof endearment. Used mostly inside a family
towards a child.

branch nnowatekfn nowanelwooden.

branching nsapa®f branches of plants, in form of "¥&
sapagvooden branch in form of "Y". Used in nakamal to hold
'NIGES' when brewing kava.

bread (from English: bread)p r ®t

breadfruit n nemits fruit. An noukaren nerits trunk. A(generic
term)n nem(Artocarpus aljilisood resistant to decay. Canoes
tﬁzgrved out o_f its trunk are appreciated for it$ Iong I_ifesp_an.

A breadfruit treen nuwau(Artocarpus sgpecies giving big and
oblong fruitAn kun (Artocarpus sgpecies giving big and round
fruit. An kunkun(Artocarpus sgpecies giving small and round
fruit. Easy to cook.

breakvrakerEx.: Nalemak ramraker. ~ | have broken my &m.
varkelby hitting or bendingex.: lamarkel nek mer to nekam. ~ |

rawyt mapi

t

am breaking dry wood for filkatakersomethingEx.:



lamataken tahak nemanahga. ~ | have broken my bow.

A break the branches of kava and shed bloasprmerekhel
nalemen nekava keavi net@xpression describing customary
way of performing sacrifices in nakamal.

Abreak the wings of fowlkexpime r e k h edxpression e
describing traditional sacrifice in nakamalAgyrupuNus.
cf'MEREKHEL NALEMEN NEK AVA MAKAWI NETA".
breast(inalienablejnaha
breastfeedvamhzbe, used of childreBx.: Kowa ramamha la
tahan mama natepun renasis. ~ The child drinks milk of his
mother and his belly is well rounded.
breathvamigEx.: leram ramamig. ~ An asthmatic person.

breathlessvamigarny be.Ex.: lamamigamig. ~ | am breathless

bright vmetabe.Ex.: Lapen rameta, mahau ripar. ~ The nigh
bright and there is a lot of stars.
brother (inalienablej) nawine of a womanEx.: my brother (if a
woman is speaking) ~ nawirinalienable) pia- younger or
elder, if the speaker is a m&(mnalienable)nohra younger, if
the speaker is a man.

A brother-in-law (inalienable)t a h af the speaker is a
man.Ann i oba man.
Brothers of the Sacred Heartiprog-r ®r &€ amian No w,
Awsimreligious congregation.
brown (ancienttermgdija p e n m®r e k

A brown goshawkn kweria lenater(Accipiter fasciatus

bud nnamererof a plant other than vine.'gt/\wIAN".
buff-banded railn kasawa(Gallirallus philippgnsis

burn vuwowEx.: Nekam rakauwow. ~ Burning fife.ahu akry
of food made directly infirEx.Net ® r amahu a
is burnt.

burnt vahu atirof food prepared in a saucedan: Rais ramahii

atin. ~ The rice is burnt.

burying of foreskinnk h a u anti i &tradition of burying the
foreskin of a circumcised boy at the evening ¢fiAlses
celebration. A young coconut tree is planted on the same p
make the boy grow well.

bush (generic term)nekwhatever kind excluding bamboos,
grasses andnd@sAnn u ma ((Eecdi@ horte)sf&NUMA LE

NE s'eAnnuahwadecorative, known also'@® WHAW T £

Le G A Anniapurgeneric term for several species of bushes |
colorful leaves, it is often planted around graves and as a li
fence. The colorfubhves are used to make neckldaesmaur

used as soap when one takes his bath in the sea. In family with
'NAMULAT'. Annepleg akhdPolyscias scutdligmégies. Its leaves
are cooked and given every day to babies who have delayed
speech development to stimulate them toAalkekoumas
k species. Its leaves are used to decorate yams during the ceremon
of ‘N1 £.1Annekolaug nespecies. Using its brangith many
fruits hanging on it the vines of cucumbers and pumpkins are
pierced so that their crop is plentifslnaiaw afwispecies.
When a cat or a dog miscarries often, the juice of its leaves is
added to their food to prevent further miscarriagealso used
to treat furuncles. The furuncle is cut open, it is covered with the
leaf of this plant and the leaf is struck with its petiole in order to
. let the blood and the pus come dutnatkigspecies. Young
t'granches are chewed and the juicgalosved in cases of food
poisoningAn nepleg afwiPolyscias guiljegeties. Young leaves
are boiled and consuméd.n u ma n e s @Eubdiarhartepsisn
variant from AnatomAn numawin(Euodia horteségiant of
'NUMA LE NE s'eAn nekelkeli nar(Euodia hortehsaiant of
'NUMA LE NE S'e The shape of the leaves are similar to the shape
of a fishNAM'. An nowait(Polyscias frutjoasang leaves are
cooked and incorporated in soups.
r{\%ughanﬂtn nawiger(Barringtonia edlfflists are edible.
abut connero
butterfly n papawuk

butterflyfish n malwia

buyvosEx.:l amamos nu k®r . ~ 1 have
by two exprkiu kiu
kEy. ~ The taro

Caledonian mitten lobstem tapatapgParribacus caledpnicus

call vakoakdowl when feeding thelBx..Ra ma k o a k o
min. ~ He is calling the hens to feed th&makoakoathe
fowl when feeding them.

< oe(generic termyniko outrigger, indigenous term.
¢FREnU'. Annikoa small canoe in whictkawAr ' is held A
(from English: canoe)enuoutrigger An nowanikcthe hull

itself of an outrigger canoe.
capnkawhau

Vifidr nloto
gardinal myzomelan pesit(Myzomela cardipialikcal custom a

bird which reunites "red" and "black” familie ofwi AM£ T A

in

maur(Aamaranthus vijitiaves change their color to red by the?nd'NEMRUK'EAk 0 wi a m @yzomela cardinatime

time of yam harvest. Used WHbMANPWILPAS to decorate the
first yams presented durikgMARU NUW'. Boiled leaves are
eatenAnn u ma | (Euodiacharténplant with fragrant leave
worn by men and women during ceremonies. Its name rem
of 'NE s'ga young woman from a local legdad. u ma n s @
(Euodia hortepsieortened and badly pronounced naneunfA
LE NE s'e The tem is however used by some nowadiays.
niapur ieni napugpecies oNIAPUR', used by special men who
compose local songs as after chewing its leaves they can h
melodies and lyrics in natural noises and birddengsaguw
species toxic for theliislt is used for fishing in tide pools, wh
the branches are rubbed against the rocks in the water to re
the toxinAn sapru atspecies with edible frufin nawitalegen
luw species, lit. "the ear of thew’ fish". Annaiaw amimera
species,sed to treat furuncles. The furuncle is cut open, it iS
covered with the leaf of this plant and the leaf is struck with
petiole in order to let the blood and the pus comdwutiknau
| ® w (Acalypha sp) €ecieshn nekeli tapatarspecieshn
nepleg awhifPolyscias) specieshn nekus iawispecieshn nyo
lakelalspeciesin nekolaug nek afvgpecieshn namelamel
specieshnk | ®p | ® specieshinunmialegen amspecies.
In ancient times the leaves were worn as earrings. Petioles

only used for males of the species. @fvi AP L'tABE N

k o wi a gMyzomelaccardipatime used only for females.
scf.k owl AME T AMAMAe mr ((MyZomela cardijadime
ndsed only for females.'kfowl AME TAME T A

icarryvlasgx.: Las kupas tahak mwa iken ek. ~ Carry my pig
here.

cassavan nemaiakgManihot esculenta

castratevatauEx.: lawilu taratau tahan kupas. ~ lawilu will
E8hstrate his pig.

el;:eastration nnatauan

1&gt drom English: pussy cat)si
catastrophe(from English: disastef}isastanatural.
caterpillar nmim

cavennapagkopwi ®I

"Savity n napadin kual
centipeden napilas
chancen pekera random event.

change skinvowiakof crabs, snakes efftx.: lager ramowiak. ~
The crab is changing its skin.

at@estnuteyelashblenny nilak (Cirripectes castpneus

inserted into the eadn nauhwilspecies. Its crushed leaves af

e



chewvemaifood, kava, etEx.:l o i ame ma i

is me who chews the kava today.

chicken (generic termym ® n Anlukeneffrizzle breed, only on
wings An kareserefsizzle breeddn makemalkow breed with
"short legs"An ragispeckled.

chief nieninikoof a village. lit. "voice of the tribe". From root
'ENI'. cfIERAMARA and'NAOTUPUNUS.

child (in singular) narenA(inalienable, in singulanare
children (inalienable, in pluralparare A(in pluraly koko minA
(in pluraln nararen

church nnima awhabuilding.

cicadanrurianspecies heard in the evening with short tinklin
sound An lawitalepecies that sings 'faft*) especially during
the time when shoots of newly planted yams start to appeal
cfIAWITALEG MIN KAMAIL IS NUWIAN NUW'. An kenospecies that
sings especially during the time when yams are planted. Iti
consumed cooked on fidkn kapenkapespecies.

cicadae iawitaleg carry shoots of yamexpriawitaleg min
kamailis nuwian nuexpression used for the part of the year,
when cicadde\wWITALEG' start to sing. It is said, that those

ne

cicadae carry on their backs the young shoots of newly plante

yams out of thground.
cinder nnourasekarsmoldering.
cinnamon clownfishnma ma u | @Amphiprionemelanpopy

circumcision (generic ternykaurterm for circumcision and,
figuratively, for the entire time from the circumcision itself tg
'KAMIR IATAW KAUR' ceremonyAexpiarames ramol kadone
not by men, but byARAMES. Sometimes a boy at age of

circumcision is found by his family to be instantaneously, oftegpme backvl ®Ex:§e p | ®1 eg

overnight, circumcised and the wound healedARA&IES, in

which case the family does fadiow the usugdkAUR' ceremony.
Sometimes such family is glad and says, tharthees helped
them as th&AUR'-making expenses are considerableak!. A

niakmerspecial manner of circumcision reserved to boys frgm

village chief families. Cdsts in cutting only the upper part of
foreskin.

clamp npalsmall edible species.
clan (generic termyniko also used for the land owned by a cl

cleanvma kpotatoes, vegetables &x.:.1 amak ® n uV
cleaning a yam.

clearadjrahlele.g. watersky.

clearingnnekaugaa large place, where there are few trees,
grass grows there.lcE NK AUG'AN

closedvaregex.: Kamareg la nima. ~ The house is closed.
clothesnnapen

cloud nnapwudn napinapadark, before raifex.: Ramapinap
le nihin. ~ The rain clouds come.
coast sheoalkn | (Bdsuarina equiselifislid wood. Serves to
make large clubs used for killing pigs during traditional
ceremonies.
cobwebnl I ®1 | a
coconut (generic termyn i Anmapekalgerminatingdnn i ® nf
meragreenAnn i ® n  motyetgerminating but already
developing oil inside. Betwéen £ N U BMEKAPEKAK . An
nauselueady for drinking, but still without fledhn i ® n
ready for drinking, with flesh already forMad.owatahwa
young, without flesh.

A coconut crabniager(Birgus lajro

A coconut huskn napekapiece of dry fibrous husk used for
general cleaning other than kava rootsastSeN. An kasesen
piece of dry fibrous husk used to clean kava rotNsPekA'.
Ex:Lasipa kasisen iak® nukenrm
coconut husk to clean the kava.

u

aAcaconutmik®k i. h i~n 1 i ®n
A coconut tree(generic terryn i (€ocos nuciféres|iu

(Cocasucifeydtwins”, two palms sprouting from one cocoAut.
pamimergCocos nucjfepgcies producing nuts with green #kin.
ntuan(Cocos nucjfspecies producing nuts with light yellow
skinAni a n a m (CoGos huGlfepecies producing nutith
reddish or violet husk and orange skin. Its water is used to wash
young boys immediately after the circumcisiteaug.. An
pometa(Cocos nucifepeecies producing nuts with yeltmange
skin.An ik (Cocos nucjfepecies producing onlyain
inflorescences and its nuts are easy tofpigkp(Cocos nucifera
species producing small and tender nuts. The husk of young nuts

gis eatenAn paha(Cocos nucjfepecies producing small greenish
yellow nutsAni  ®(Cacos nucifepeecies oducing very large

.nuts, used for fabrication of kava shells.
coffee (from English: coffee)kofi drink.A(from English:

5 coffee)n kofi (Coffea arabipkant. Cultivated as cashcrop.

cofferfish (generic termykawawige(Ostraciidae
coincidencen pekeran unplanned event.

cold adjarapEx.: Kamarap. ~ It is colddv nesinahgaamai
have Ex.: Nesinahgak ramai. ~ | have cold.

—

collared kingfishernk a w H{Tiodir@nphus chliori®cal culture
hearing its cry from the right is a good omen, but fne left a
bad one. Associated with rainy weather.
Scollecting of shellfishn timhain tidal pools. Usually done by
women.
tEglor (from English: colom kala
colubrine sea kraitn tagaluglLaticauda coluBrina
tal auk.
tomorrow.
commercial top shellntaknu(Tectus nilot)cus
common mynan kaul(Acridotheres tiistis
conchnnaiuoften used as an abbreviation for triton's trumpet.
f'NAIU PWIA". An naiu nowanawigBursidae 8)miar to
Charonia tritonis.
constellationn progasulia apartlong'KASULIA™, three stars of
the Orion's beltAn prop<asulia rerpareshort'KASULIA™, three
@Btars of the sword of OrioAn progou five stars of head of
U Taurds, ih fora okou'. An prop<ahaufour stars on the end of
the Scorpions' taln prog<ilil seven main stars of the Oridn.
propSuatu kywesouthern cross, lit. "four ways", in allusion to the
Oﬁwr customary exchange roads running from'iesai .
container partnuwigclassifier of containers (cups, baskets, bags,
...).Ex.: coconut bowl! ~ nuwig kuwel
convict tangnty (Acanthurus trios)egus
cookvahuEx..l amahu nar wyt k®r.
good.Avwanon fire.Ex.: lakawan kelaka mero rasmatakan. ~ |
amcooking a kelaka yam in fire, but it is still raw.
cooked adjmatakAadjkawaron fire.
cooking nnahuaract of preparing food.
cooperationexprsuatu aparfigurative speech.
copulation n nawisarof animals.
coral n pesiapeskind that builds "branches".
A coral woodn metu(Adenanthera pavphara wood. Used in
[censtructions and to make canoe paddiesve'l A
corosoln sapsajfAnnona muriddtait is edible. Infusion of
leaves is used as treatment to wash children with measles.
coughvatagehave aEx.: Kowa ramatagel mero rakamus. ~
The baby coughs as it is sick.
country nten
goKsi (inglienable) peg-ifegnale, ypngey or glders itthe spggker
is a womani(inalienable) pia male, younger or elder, if the

A coconut leavesinuma sidnnuma sia medry.

speaker is a man.



cow (ancient term, generic temmiurimatatancient term, lit.
"dog with hooks". cNOWAN MATAU'. TodayPULUK' is used
insteadA(from English: bulloclgpulukfor the indigenous tern
cf'KURIMATAU'. An puluk katkhatewith spotted skin.

cowfish (generi¢cerm)n kawawige(Ostraciidae
crossn nekaloawiin faith.
crowvwinenEx. M®nek r akawi nen.

crown n kawhauof flowers or decorative leaves, worn on hea
original meaning of this word.

crowned scythenialinaio(Zanclus cornptus
cry vasakex.: Taham kowa ramasak. ~ Your child is crying.

custom (ancient term, generic temmolan awas
cf'NoLAWASAN'. A(ancient term, generic temmjolawasafrom
'oL' - do, andAwAS - old, related to ancestors. A word debagi
the way of life and identity of the people, today by ignoranc
the true term often replaced by the Bislama equivalent
'KASTOM. An nasegeremony performed the night before the
final circumcision ceremoRAMIR IATAW KAUR', during which
on one sid the men do a special dance in the nakamal
'NOWANMANAGA' and burn the barriers that were hiding the &
since the beginning of their circumcision, and on the other g
the women do a special dance in the village around a burni
symbolicNAsES tree.Ann i iportant ceremony consisting in

important dance performed during the celebration of
'NEKOWIAR'. The fifth in the order of dances, danced in the
morning.An nuhupukéind of important dance performed
during the celebration ofekowiAR'. The first in the order of
dances. lit. "leg of a pigth naukind of important dance
performed during the celebratiorine#kowlIAR'. The fourth in
.I_the order of danctes danced during the suAnisepenapen
knu? of iﬁwp?oﬁa%t daénée pérfgrme% Hu?iﬁ%&e@ ation of
dinEkowiAR'. The second in the order of dances, danced dur
the nightAn nemawidkind of important dance performed duri
the celebration dfEKOWIAR'. The seventh and the last in the
order of dances, danced early in the afternoonwBdhe
ceremonial killing of pighn kasasiwkind of important dance

) order of dances, danced around the ndomkakind of

b igpportant dance performed during the celebration of
'NEKOWIAR'. The third in the order of dances, danced in the
when'Fe T U K'appears on the morning skyn i ma t a

human dance did not yet exist. Its rhythm and figures are
iferent tothose found in human dancdsnowanaloumaga
idei nNd originating from the
ngluman dance.
dark adjapinap

offering a large number of yams and pigs. After some time th@awn vrenakalcoming.

beneficiary doesmal £ of the same size for the donor. An
important custom fostering relations between individuals an
communitieshn kaurimportantceremony, which begins with t
circumcision of young boys and ends after about three mon
their ceremonial presentation to the village dWANR IATAW
KAUR'. An nekowiaimportant festival on which the majority of
population igarticipating. Organized irregularly every sever
years. During the celebration several dances proper to
'NEKOWIAR' only are performed in a fixed order. Their names
'NUHUPUKA', 'NAPENAPEN', 'TOKA', 'NAU', 'NASAL', 'KASASIWJ
and'NEMAWIO'. An kamarinuwspecial festival at the beginnin
of yam harvest, whémOTUPUNUS in charge of yams present
first yams to thBERAMARA'. Cf!NARUAN NUW'. A(from English:
customh kastornthe true term in local language is
'NOLAWASAN'. An kamir iataw kalvery inportant ceremony
organized at the end of the circumci%iaoRr', during which the
circumcised boys are finally presented to their mothers and
entire village after the time they spent hidden in
'NOWANMANAGA".

cut varailEx.: lamarai nek. ~ | was cutgjrthe wood.
cuttlefish niapwis
cyclonennematag asul

D

damselfishn mamayPomacentr)dae

dance(generic termynapukAvol napukEx.: Talauk iakol
napuk apa Lowkweria. ~ Tomorrow | will go to dance to
LowkweriaAnk ® beloaging to the family bf A L £ WAn

k opwi ®lbélanging to the family bf A L £ WAnnamilo
belonging to the family bf A L £ WDanced only during the
celebration okAMARU NUW'. At the end of the dance, the
dancers make a movement like throwing a stone, by which,
symbolic manner, they throw tkewAR TAHA NUW down to
the villages on the seashore and thus they allow them to eg
at the beginning of the harvdstnowanarwitbelonging to the
family of N A L £ wPanced only during the time, when eating
yam igaboo.Ann a | family of traditional dances containing
an important choreographic element, fast movements of the
dancers from one side to anotiememawidamily of
traditional dances, during which the participants turn aroung

daynniantoday used nearly solely in this sense, but its orig
dmeaning ifar larger and it meant time or moment. Today thi

the¥n" from Bislama.
A day after tomorrowadvionhin
A day before yesterdaydwnihin
1Idaylight vrenakalwhen it comes in the morning.
g@dexpn'eram ramemeamnan.
deafvalube.Ex.: lakalu. ~ | am deaf.
jdearadk ®1 k ® i
5 deathnnemesan
deednnolan
deity (generic ternywughin
diarrheavaihave Ex.: Ramai to nian kywer. ~ He is having
tRiarrhea for last four days.
die vmesif conjugated with infixam-'. Ex.: Tahak kaha
ramemes. ~ My grandfather is dead.

digoutv® kEx.Per awen ram®ku nowa

~ It is time to dig out yams.
disaster(from Engish: disasten)jtisasta
discussionnnakharan

distribute vawraex.:.] amawr a pr ®t
with my brotherAvhotiEx.:.l er am asul
suatu min. ~ The chief distributes the food to the roadisg
traditional ceraonies the people come to the nakamal from

to

pi

igaid to be distributed to the "people”, but to the "roads".

t puaipa, mamol kalwas. ~ We were alrglaéping, when laris
went out, got drunk and was making a lot of noise.
ditch nnapag rokrojprotecting gardens against pigs.
Bivide vatkelthings or peopl€x.: lamatkel nowanima tahak t
piak tarawa mapel iken. ~ | am dividing my house to make
for my brother.

I 8o’ ol Ex.: | will do, | was doing ~ sekol, iamani@rom

circle.An siosiokind of customary dand& nasakind of

English: worky ol woksomethingEx.: Dokta ramol wok lak. ~

ing
ng

performed during the celebrationNg#kowIAR'. The sixth in the

time,

ha

kind of legendary dance performed by living stones in times when

L®t ¢

inal
S

'&ense of the word is abandoned and is commonly expressed by

num

is opening an earth ovéw.il yams etdEx.: Nian taha nilan nuw.

ak.

ramhot i

its

surroundings by the four customary ways from four different
directions. Speaking about a group coming from a particular road,
it is usually referred simply as the "road". When the time comes
after a customageremony to distribute the food, it is then not

disturb vol kalwawith noiseEx.: Kamaipel, kani laris ramapus

0
place



The doctor is treating m. "working on me"Aadviaratawol
what, question concerning an action extending te fiitu
"what will he do"Ex.:Sy | vano rew®n tar
Why is Sylvano gone to nakamalawownhat, question
concerning an actioBx.: Namatawol? ~ What are you doing?

dog nkuri

door ntapen

dove (generic ternypenohayoung people and children do no
eat it, as it represents a legendary girl'frePnUMAN'. If it
sings during night, it
down advahalEx.: Lowanatom in apa lahau, mero Lowkweri
apa iles. ~ Lowanatom is down, while Lowkvi&rig in the
hills.

dragonflynp i ®t pi ®t

drawvwi e.g. wateEx.: Inwipen ita nu. ~ | have already gotte
water.

dream (generic termynaripai wyordinary, good. GflarRIPAI'. A
nnaripai tabad. cfNARIPAI'. An naripain which one has a visig
or a revelation. aRAI".

drink vamnumEx.:Na k a mn u m
that you are drinking, good?
drugnm® r entedication.

drunk vapusbe, feel the effects of kava or alcohol. If used in

ni ®n mer o

context of kava, the word hasually no negative meaning and is

often used as a "polite” question, when asking a person if h
feel well the effects of his kaka.: Namapus lenaw apa imairm
kapa. ~ Did you feel the kava effects yesterday at nakamal,
not?Ava p u s kbe heavily: lit. the so drunk that one los
his nambas". An anachronism used sometimes today to mg
jokes of other&Ex.:Us an ramapus kaur
Yesterday, that buddy got badly drlinkhe was so drunk that
he had lost his nambas'h Anachronism used sometimes tod
to make jokes of others.

dry vauselbe.Ex.: Napen renausek. ~ Clothes are alreadd
nmerplantEx..dry coconut ni ®n

Adry coconutnn i ®n  mer
dumb (inalienable)neki rekavoiceles€Ex.: Kowaramakhar

pr e diAehdof tife §easinodiy f s

embernnourasekam

emerald doven mak(Chalcophaps indicanak pelpel

A (CHalopHaps M ddecidsMdRtinglished by the language, with
white spots on feathers.
emperor angelfishn malwia ituggPomacanthus imperator
empty adjnuigenfn nekaugaspace, figurative. lit. "place with
few trees".

[ endnnaonin

Aend of the dayexpmaonin nian
deat h.

Adhjoyva g ie@@apartEx.Sakagi ®n.
myself.
enoughvawkerbe.Ex.: Renawker. ~ It is enoughv renauker
be.Avrawkerit is.

repiphyte nnumankukwany species with short, gréiles leaves,
lit. "leaves of small boys". According to a legend, in ancient times
a group of small boys was watching from a hidden place the
nstones performing theNEkoOwIAR' while the grey fantail or
'TEKISKISEK' performed aance. At one point, tHEEKISKISEK'

didayyxpRg ovement.cThig sHagf,ed the,stones and made them
run away. The young boys were frightened of being discovered so

they climbed up the trees and were transformed into
'NUMANKUKU ",

eveningnl ®nhai u
%evenhg starnprof{ ® wi t a

gvery dayexpmian min patem
d@verybodyadvpatem
beverythingadvpatem

kexist exprapa iken

dyd ifiliendol§) TofMardn@A hai u.
P

nface paintnnesiperpigment used fok AHWE L'ABn a h w® | a n

| am

C

1]
o

m ¢raditional decoration éices. For women on cheeks and more

elaborated, for men a simple line on front. Originally only black
and red natural pigments were used.

apam kani nekin reka. ~ The kid shouted so much that he 108Bi8I hair n numa min nulek

voice.

dusk falling vrenapinap

dust nnemaulul

dwarf nieramimarsmall man, impolite term.

E
ear(inalienable)ynema taleg

earthntenAnnemopten
A earth ovenn nowanuman

eastn patalso means the inland part of the islarickrefr'.
eastern reefegretn pan(Egretta sagra
eastwardsaff-patsuffix of verbs.

easyadjmerekEx.: Ani merek am! ~ Speak slowly!
eatvaugarEx.: Renaugan ita. ~ He has already eétémn
Ex:l amken nam n® nuw. Avasle pat
something together with cocoritit.:l amasepi ®n
eating a banana with a coconut.

eddy n siosiowind.

educatev atukunEx.: Ramatukun kokomin apa lawanu. ~ He
taking care of aogd education of village kids.

educationnnatukunan

eelnnam lahadnwin marine, edible.
eggnn owanhalothemm®n e k
either ... or ...(ancient termjonjia ... ua ...

fall vepof rain.Ex.: it rains ~ ramep

family of plantsn nuiudistinguished by longakes growing in a
rosette pattern around a central point similar to the pineapple or
pandanus. Some of its membersar@ANIU', 'NUIU ROU' and
'NEMANKIU ",

fan nkilil

far awayadvisaubut possibly still in sight.'eREN'. Aadvepen

very, much further thaisau.

fart nnalepesaAv® u  especially while making noBe.: In
ram®uUu nar . I t Avaleaeswithiout mrakingw h o
noise Ex.: Salepesan! ~ Don't fart!

fastadi U h w®

fat nnalepa

father (inalienablej)rem

dgather (inalienaple, geneficemgumgmyviex.:

nNumamimak ratol? ~ What color is’the plumage of common
emerald dove® kweria aparan object made of raptor (and
possibly fowl) feathers, worn on special occasions such as

_'NEKOWIAR' by men of high saai statusin naiocolored, worn

130 hair by men and women during customary celebrdtions.
naiofrom roosters' tail. Worn on head during customary
ceremonies.
feelveroeffects of kava, lit. "heaEx.: lamero nekava. ~ | feel
the kava.

f

elongatedadjapamapam



feelings (inalenabley neki rekahave towards somebodyor |1 ar u ®|I ~ This eveni ndirstikava t he
concerning somethingx.: Nekik reka la peranan.~ldonot | made f or | ar u®l
feel anything towards this girl. Afirst-born adjiaghinEx.: lo iaghin la tahak famili. ~ | am the

firstborn of my family.

fish (generic termynamAvwi Ex.:l a k a wi nam taw®
L | am fishingAnu m@eneric term for fishes with a hump on the
ihsrd.Ex:.gr een humphead pakkot ®iash

fencennowankeliaround a villagén neparepaboth normal
and live.

fern nnawitagdamily of several fern spex. Women place thes

leaves in their baskets and hit them with their hands during
'NAPENAPEN' dance Annutofamily of tree fernén nupenlarge
speciesdn napinu aparfarge speciedn nanepmedium sized
species, approximately about one nhégér Belongs to the
family oft £LKEN 'AMRE®| k enameobseveral fern
species. Sometimes this hame is used alsarRoATO', which
belongs to the family bf£ L KEN 'Alib. Etlack leg’Ani ® |
apensmall species wittark green leaves. It belongs to the fa
of 'l £L KEN 'Alpancient times, its crushed leaves were W
over the eyes of elderly people who were suffering from exq
lacrimation said to be caused by pigs hair entering thefineye
siksiksmallspecieshni ® | k esmallspecies. Belongs to th
family of1 £ L KEN 'AmEawitag aswspecies from the
'NAWITAG' family.Aniawraspecies fromthe £ LKEN 'APEN
family with edible leaves. lit. "sharidg'h e nspecies from thg
"I £ L KE NN'Aamvily.An nawitag apespecieshn siksikspeciesh
nnawitag merespeciesin kowagspecieshnn a wi t a g
specieshn nawitag rausekauspecieshnn e k a wk a w
specieshnk at i hwat a species. A leaf from this plan
is sent from the nakamal to the women in the village during
of the circumcisiolTEMAHWA' to hang on theiNASES tree.An
nawirekspecies. It is used in the same way asAhel HWA T A
IAGNAMETA" during circumcisiomTips of its branches are
chewed to relieve stomachacBesasaspecies. Men and
women use this to make crowns to be worn duringdke’
danceAn kelemdCyathea lunulatag®cies. The spiny petiole
used to grate ingredients when makpigpgan nawitacspecies.
Used in the same manner askheT| HWATA T£ TAAGN
during circumcision. Before the existence of human beings,
roots were eaten by the stodesiutotree fern species similar
'KELEMA', but without spiny petioldn nakelree fern species
with edible leaves. This plant gave the name to the village ¢
'Le N AK EAnnaruatovery large species. The skin of its petig
is used to make arm barda U K A'sMember of fern family
"£LKEN 'APEN

fevervaraparahave Ex.: lamaraparap. ~ | have a fever.
fifth numol katilum

fight explkkamiaru ilau miamong several people, with fists.
filefish nnumanahapitag

film nnahlelaron water, caused by oily substaioesNahlelan
taha ni ®n. A fil moilon wat ¢

filter nnigesmade of coconut leaf sheath or artificial, used tg
filter kava.

finish vnol nauniran actionEx.:.l o i n ol nauni
namnumnemak nekava. ~ | have finished drinking my kava

finished adjita

poisonous specieh kulapspecies of a large marine fish with
large eyedn metuspecies of deep sdaiahakspecies probably
feeding on coral. Man who eats a lot of ilagé his teeth.
Children must not eat it at all!1ef!.

fishermanniarafafrom 'lERAM PAHA' - "man of the seashore”.
S9mebody greatly experienced in fishing and seafaring.

K . .
nﬁ{,‘lARAPAT. Ex.: Naramim ltuga narafa aken, mero naramim

narapat. ~ Pelgpfrom Ituga are greatly experienced

; lu

Jo; :

j‘%;gmen, but people from Lamlu have no idea of the sea.
sfistfight expkamiaru ilau miamong several people.

D

n

flambeaun nesia

flamboyantn numaluper(Delonix regiatroduced species which
took its name from a ldcgpecies with similar leaves.

flame nnamnamen nekam

f@§h é)flli@tﬁ)]ing nramawlekam

L flogter premelof an outrigger canoe.

t

flower (inalienable, generic temmjauge An nekowisebranches

obfecoconut tree inflorescence, sometimes used as a brimom or

make'L A £'NAvaugerof any tree except banana tregukf.
Ex.tMagko renaugen. ~ The mango tree is already flowkering.
iuk only about bananas. #BGEN'. Ex.: Nepen ramiuk. ~ The
banana tree is floweridfgeneric termynaugenepethe flaver
itself at the end of the inflorescence stem.

s Aflower of banana tree nuancurved part of the stem of the
inflorescencéin neprisin (neperpart of the banana bunch

Avhere the fruit is already ripe. Hand of bandnas:sinepen
igart of the bama bunch where the fruit is not matured and
tgipe.An nuahurstraight part of the stem of the inflorescence.

fly nkiaginsectAn manmarvery small flies or winged ants.

fflying fishnw®n e s
le}ﬁ/ing fox n kel (Pteropus)shn narekeits offspring, from

D

"nararen kel".

follow vawotisedEx.: Awotiseg in io! ~ Follow mayir
somebodyEx.: Tanekir io kiawen apa Ituga? ~ Will you follow
me to ltuga?

A follow something that has no senserou nalmelatit.
"follow foolish things"Ex.: Namerou nalmelan. ~ Your effort is
without any sens8vrou neseglit. "follow the intestine'Ex.:
Namegrou peseog. ~ Koyr effog i withqyt any sense.
following expk ® 1 me n
food nnaunganan

rfoolni@mel

foot (inalienablejynalek
for (inalienableyfftaha benefactive prefEx.: stone for good

fire nnekam harvest of bananas ~ kawar tahanepen
firewood nnek mer forbidden vanianwbe.Ex.: Naramim kamainiaw kama to nosan
first numo | kar ®n a nek mer. ~ The people have forbidden us to collect firewood.

Afirst kavan kamnurceremony, during which a man recei
from his father his first kava to drink in the nakamal. Usually
maternal uncle of the man is invited and the family offers hi
small customary gift, like a laplap or a kasanhe place an
ancient way of drinking the first kava is still perpetuated, wh
the father or the uncle offers the kava in a bowl made from
banana leaf. The kava is drank by the man leaning forward
after finishing it, he eats a small piece of dqukegrease whick
is drown in the kava, which is supposed to protect him agai
food poisoninghvol kamnundo the ceremony of first kava.

,dgreign adjituga

flegestn nekinamera

mfeurth numol kywer

fragrancenp i ®n

eﬁ%ngipani nkapwia(Plumeria yfis name was taken from

2 Argusia ar

gentea because of similarity of leaves.

Q

riendnn i ®|

hdrigatebird nm® n e KFregatadspn lenkai(Fregata ¥p.

cf.KAMNUM'. Ex.: Ta lenhaiu apa imaim kamol kamnum tahal

from conja



fruit affnowa pref.

full adjramatAadjrenateahd(inalienablegdjnateparenasiof
stomach, lit. "swollen stomach". Term often used, but not ve
correct. In good speebhs P Eis used instealx.: lamken
nepen matak ripar men®memsy.
stomach is fulRadjn ® pokstomach. A better term than
'NATEPA- RENASIS.

Futuna n propwronaisland.

G

game (generic termynawakelaAn kemala game played by gir
with a string, similar to the "cradi&inumanmahmapan old
game wherene tries to find an edible fruit which is the very |
one (after the season) or the very first one (before the seas
envelopes it in many different leaves and fastens it with se\
kinds of vines until the pack is very large, then brings it to
nakamal. Other players are supposed to unwrap one by on
leaves and the vines and tell their names until they get to th
The aim of the game is to learn plant nafmes:krunduring
which participants are trying to guess name of a plaritsrom
leaves or roots. It is also the name used for whatever game|
the players are trying to guess something or they pull the sk
stick and so on Ankaru areparegach of the players draws
around him a circle on the ground. The game starta snthll
dialogue between two of the players, after which all become
and try to make laugh each other by making funny faces. T
who laughs first or who scratches himself or spits must defd
his circle against the other players, who try tinsteip. The
one who steps into the defenders' circle without being touch
him can stretch his arm and grab another player outside theg
so the defender cannot touch that player too. If the defende
manages to touch a player, it is the touahedwo has on his
turn defend his circle. During the game ridiculing songs are
about the player who is actually defending his Aiicle.
tapatapaialgame to entertain little children. One of the playg
puts his hands one on the other. Anotheeplaigs them with
his own hand while singing "Tapatapaialo, tapatapaialo, ne
nowa ni ®nfTapa@paial@, Hose coconut you ate?" T
first one replies a name of a person and then hides his han
his arm. They repeat the little song and h&edcond hand toq
Then, while saying " Kamam®}
player pulls forward his hands, opens wide his eyes and pu
eyelids with his fingers to make a funny fadearuitagame to
entertain little children. One playeswg$ his fists. The others h
them with their fists and shout "karuita!", after which the pla
hides his hands behind his back. The others ask him "Whe
went far away to see the world, what did you bring back?"
player says something that he (gesets, fruit, toys, ...). The
others ask "Show us!" When the player opens his hands in
of them as if to show them what he came with, the others c
fast and act like if they were eating fast all the thighs so tha
nothing is left for the playe&nd everybody laughf pikokai
game to entertain little children. The players stand together
circle. One of them makes of his hand a fist with his index f
straight and pointing towards the sky. His neighbor grabs h
finger with his own fist,tteng his own index finger straight, a
so on until all hold their fingers in this way. Then the first pl
with his free hand index finger touches from left and right t
finger of the last player and all sing the "Pikokai" song. Afte
the first payer grabs with his free hand the ear of his neighb
who does the same until all are holding their ears with one
and their fingers with the other. Then they rock from side to
and sing the song ‘04RAMES calledS=ku’ (g.v.) and at the en
dl fall to the grounddn nuai nepareptis played at time of
cleaning gardens of weeds ("kasiperper") after having plant
yams. The game has two variants. In the first one, the play
hold their hands to form a long VIREPAREPA. Then they roll

amound ("kasiperper") one of its ends until all the players are
tightly enrolled around. Then they unroll again. In the second
pryariant, players are aligned in couples holding their hands to form
"doors". The last couple then, still holding their handsotiges
through the sesies pf|"deaist yntil the epceof teding aftha s a
players, where they stand up again to make a "door" and now the
last couple goes through again. During the game this song is sung
"Nuai neparepa, nuai neparepa, kasiperper kasipéekper, ".
misekmiseinay be played also in the night. One of the players,
the'MISEKMISEK, is sitting several meters away from other
players, not looking at them. Other players come one by one and
stouch theéMISEKMISEK', who must then say, which of them
touchel him. During the game, the following song is sung, with
afts last phrase meaning "Who touched yoWWisekmisek /
bim) and a | pelpel / iaml® iaml® /[ i
ekab pi nar e konadnl @dftafvi®catvarmmpofi k ? '
the game.Aniakestiparticipants hold in hands each one of the
e hhanches oNEK T £ K A'growing from the same stem and
eldyupulling abruptly they try to rip them off. The one, who ends
up with the central stem attached to his branch starts chasing the
others and tries to bit&gs, which is the root of the name of the
waene) their handn mamatplayed during night, when two
aytoups hide food in the forest and then search for each other's
food. Is played at time of planting yafasirupa la taluplayers
jump on one leg around small wooden sticks following the beat
2 sifehe song "Arupa la taluta” and try to pick up one by one all the
nesticles. The winner is the one, who manages to pick up all of them
ndaithout falling or without one slipping out of hisdsaAn
pulumpeplayers sit down in circle facing the center, each of them
dubling in left hand about twenty little wooden sticks. They take
cngef the sticks with their right hand and raise it above the head.
r Another player jumps around the circle on egecbllects the
wooden sticks and throws them into the circle until he falls (and
slosgs) or collects all the sticks (and wins). During the game a song
of the same name is suAgs a players throw reed stems
rSVULNUL' as spears in a way that they bowmes touching
ground. The one who sends his reed the furthest, wins. The game
as played when the vines of newly planted yams start to grow
neécf.IAWITALEG MIN KAMAIL IS NUWIAN NUwW') and when their
J sunoleorting constructiosAMO SIT' and'’K AME P | AaGeEhlt
. USingNULNUL' reed stems. Throwing thLNUL' far in this
gamessiyrhbalipes the vine df yam growingvlang, which &nsureb e
Iddnige yams. In this sense the game is played to ensure plentiful
crop.Antow tow iniosand cake game with coconut shells. As
tchildren knock on the shell, the sirgw Tow INIO". An
yermakesersimilar to looking for four leaf clovers. It consists in
fiading as many fruits BfUMAKASEM' as possible whose fruits
hare forked at the end, instead of the usual single tip shape.
gardenn nasumarn nemaislaskandburn ground in the forest
rBfépared to become a gard&generic termynaotupunus
B€rson in charge ofkaWAR' and of good crop. GERAMARA
and'IENINIKO .
A garden magiciann tupunuscf'NAOTUPUNUS. Anramaru
IMuw'NAOTUPUNUS who is preparing first yams for the
NGSEAMARA during the celebration BAMARU NUW' at the
Sbeginning of the harvest.
d Agarden of yamsh tow mound of earth made when planting
YBhg species of yande khopenplace where small species of
Eyams are planted.'tbw'.

oniuwau(Hemidactylug sp.
g% darkvrenapinapf evening.

iant n prog ramsemaname of a giant from local legends. He
was killed bMWATIKTIK '

A giant clam niarou(Tridacna gigas
girl nperaswahn kokoterm of endearment. Used mostly inside a
rfamily towards a child.




give vlasmust take directional suff. suchms, '-PENA' etc.EX.:
Ramlasipa nepen. ~ He is giving me a banana.

Agive bithv®@ me&Ek:Tahak perawen r a
wife is deVering right now.
glad (inalienable)nekir a ghe.BxxNe ki k r agi @

am very happy.

glossy swiftletn wukeleke(Collocalia escylenta

glowering adjnapinafEx.: Narameren renapinap. ~ His eyes
glowering.

govw ®away from the speakBx.:l ak aw®n ap a
home.Avanonly with infix “ak". Ex.: lakan apa ltuga, apa
imaim asul. ~ | go to ltuga, to the principal nakaknal.©ut,
awayEx.:l o i ami ®r apa | a sekul
school and | came hefe.ir together with somebodgx.:
Tanekir io kiawen apa ltuga? ~ Will you follow me to Ifga?
watowards the speaké&x.: Wa iken ek! ~ Come here!

goat (from English: nanny goatjani

god (generic termywughinAn prop/watiktikperson from local
mythology in charge of animals, plants and gardens. Dwellg
'LAPNUMAN'. An proj<orapanemesupreme god dwelling on
mount Tukosmerdin prof<alpaperthe one, who brought to
Tanna the kava, the black rooster, andimtborupted the
endless day by bringing to the world the night, which since
alternates with the day.
God (generic term) propVughinof Christiansin propVughin
Awsimmost holy.
godfatherniauselmnale relative, who takes care of a boy afte
circuntision. He will still be an important person for the boy
even when he will become adult.
godmotherniauselaunt from mother's side, who will during {
first period of a girldo tir U1 G K Egcarification to her.
gold (from English: goldykaul
good n nawytarfadjrawytAvwytto be Ex.:Ra wy t
kamiar patem. ~ Good evening to you all.

A good afternoonn rawyt lemankat

A good byenimam

Agood eveningnr awy t | ®nhai u

A good morning nrawyt lapnepe@n rawyt lakaplepen
grab vlasitaefrom ones hand, even by forE&.: lamlasita nau to
Nateman. ~ | seized a knife from Natemans' hand.

grandchild nmipe

grandchildren nnamipe cf.MIPE-".

grandfathern kaha (wytA(inalienablejrepu very polite term.
grandmothern kaha (wytA(inalienable)repu very polite term.

grass(generic ternpnyhala common term for a family of
several species of gras8esyhalintroduced specie&(from
English: mister Wilhmista wiintroduced species. Stuide
brought to Tanna by a certain Mr. Villinyhal awiwan
specieshnn vy h aspecieshn @yhal nul kasespecieshn nyhal
iaugenkispecies.

A grass skirtn niuworn by women today usually only durin
customary ceremonies. On very few planelranna its daily
wearing is still practiced.

gratern kelemamade of spiny petiole of a kind of fern, used to
grate ingredients when making laglapamtuaused for
coconuts.

graveln numaklakedf coral.

gray adjramracprobably derived frolNEMRAU'.
great-grandfathernkaha tat
greatgrandmothernkaha tat
greenadjamimeraladjmerafresh plant or raw fruit.

grey fantailn tekiskiseRhipidura albis¢apentioned in the
legend ofNUMANKUKU ' and numerous others. He is said to b
the chiéof birds.
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grilled adjkawan
groupernialaken

HEIMFeK ipdrIR YR plenty™, of Yi¥ints in generalkafian .

Ex.: Nekava taripar epek. ~ The kava will grow fgtanan

BnlyoPbérsEx.: Nuwltarakanan epek. ~ Yams will grow well.

guava tree(from English: guavakoapa(Psidium guajeata
shoots are chewed and the juice swallowed to manage diarrhea

gnd stomachaches.

awanu. | 0
Ly 9

hair (inalienable)numamwiboth human and animah
neTaas Wi in RrenpitA(watienable) nguni iy privage paste t
(inalienableynowanu on head.
hand (inalienable) nalem A(inalienable) nowanalem

A hand of bananasi neprisin (nepen)
handshaken kualofa
happyadjr a gA(iralienable)neki r a gbe.BExxNe k i k
epek. ~ | am very happy.

hard adjrausekausehaterial, thingladjrulekmaterial, thingdadv
pekanto do.

harpoonvatekto.Ex_Namai |l am | ® t wi au
tanakatek. ~ You are standing on a turtle, but you are searching
one to speasearching something which is just intfro

hat nkawhau
he prorin

fro

radgdg

n

IS
headn kahapa
A head of arrown nowanparargonic piece of wood inserted
by its pointy end into a stem of réad NUL' to create the
KowANPARAM arrow for hunting birds.
headachen kahapa ramkes
hearveroEx.:l amer o
ai u 0
heartnh o wa n ®n a u
heavenn!| ® nirereligion.
heavyadwekamof things, also of speech, "heavy" i.e. good, full
of wise thought€£x.: Nakharan taham in rapekam epek. ~ His
speech is really good.
help nnasituarvasituto. Ex.: Ramasitu lak to ninatinan
nakharan. ~ He helps me to learn the local language.
hennm®nek perawen
her prortahanfprorio into, for.
herb (generic termynekwhatever kind excluding bamboos,
grasses and vinda.naugemdlit. "flower of the sun". Its flowers
close in the evening and opens in the morning. It is said to be the
"clock" of people in ancient timdsk a whaw an® L ®g a
ornament al pl ant, it cCrown
name iSNUAHWA'. An naranohuaanother name fOKEK
RAMOHUA'. An naugen tuaanother name fok AUGE P L. AN
nyawia apecolor variety oNYAWIA' with the same ushn
kararuidecorative introduced specfgsarmatindry branches
are used as a brooAm.iarmatin tuary branches used as a
broom.Aniarmatin apedry branches used as a broAntoiei
generic term for several decorative flower spAeiéswalywa
indigenous species with smaller ledvésiraruindigenous
species witliellow flowers. Its tubers are ediBtenalimala afwil
indigenous specids nalimaldndigenous specids nalimala
aperindigenous specids kahau ratdandigenous species. Its
name is derived from a short story of a rat who one day, saw the
fruits of this herb and hoping to eat them climbed to the top of
the herb. Once on top, he was surprised because he could not
find any of the fruits he just saw. This is because the herb covers
its fruit with its leaves making it visible only from the batfom
the plantAn kahau ratgPhyllanthus niyimtroduced species
which took its name from a similar local pf&ntlywalywa
introduced species with large leaves used as toilefpaper.

kl ®pl ®pen k®r .



nemaur itugintroduced speciedan a u g dnpasive spees,
lit. "flower of airplane". Reportedly brought to the island by
white man who came by plaAenauganan neken hinvasive
species, lit. "horse foodt numanpwilpa@Zingiberaceajite?)
fragrant leaves are gently rubbed between both hdrndisare
made out of them. During traditional wedding ceremonies
women will also hang them on their gskass and men will
wear them on their neck to perfume th&miuituiits large
leaves are used to cover the earth oven before earth is pile
top of it. Annumanumaits leaves are boiled and consumed.
flower is used to decorate kava by the people of the Middie
during the ceremony ®aUR'. Ann u ma n p ileavesiare @sy
as spice in soupd namtametsometimes confused with
'IAKESTIL'. Another name fONAMEWAMEW'. Ann a speties
from the family oiNUMANAWAS, similar to it and to
'NUMANPWILPAS. Used to make the leg decoratlNAREPEN'

for danceAn numakaserspecies from the family 'gfRMATIN'.
Used for a game ofdlsame namé@n nowankapnaiuvspecies
growing on the sand on beaclles) a | | ®@peeigs usedin
rainrsummoning magic. Its name reminds of the raindrop
'NOWANALIAL . An nauseluausespecies with white flowels
netatan apespecies, lit. "blaakoe". Drinking the juice from its
leaves treats heart disorders such as arrhythmia andfangin
numatalegen kahspecies, lit. "ears of the mougeharamerer|
kamtiwarspecies, lit. "eyes'BIAMTIWAN™. 'KAMTIWAN' is a
'KoPwl £L Afeusmd im Lowapaiu in northern Tannn

n ®1 k species; lit. "feet of the sky". It is used to summon
weather. It is also used to treat toothaches by chewing its I€

The juice is spread on the teeth and gums and helps ease {

pain.Antansuksuk iaramspecies, lit. "spear of theRAMES
spirits".Ann a | u a spécies, armpbandsa U K A'sue made
from its barkAnk ® | species, said to be indigendus ® | ¢
species, said to be introdud&thowawispecieshn sapsap
specieshn nenumspecieshn niayeriayespecieshn kagkilipa
specieshn pelwitspecieshn ikinawacspecieshnn a n u me n
specieshn nesikuwow ikpaspecieshnn ® r gspecieshn
kyinuarspeciesn nek ramohuspeciesin nakikspecieshn
napag rospecieshnn a p a t e k speciesdnikasibspegiesh
nnolu mereKGrewia crenapecieshn nesinanspecies. lit.
"goats' excrementtnn a p i specjes. Believed to chase aw
the rain when burned. For example, while one is working in
garden and he sees an approaching rain, he can burn this |
stop the rain from comindn ikinpagpaspecies. Drinking the
juice from its crushed leaves help ease stomadkaicherir
species. Drinking the juice from its crushed leaves helpsl
episodeshnk a s ispecigs.@Fruits are edible. An infusion m
from its leaves is drank to treat high grade fdvers® p i a g
species. In ancient times these are attached on trekijtaiss
decorate thendn seli atipeispecies. Its fruit is used as sgiee.
selispecies. Its fruit is used as sfige. e s i k u species. Its
latex is put on small sordsnekarekaspecies. Its leaves and
fruits are edibldnn a p i species. ltsdeaves are fed to wild
youngcattle to make them docife.numakaio tuaspecies. Its
leaves are made into a small ggldgtswhich is worn as a slip
under the regular grasdrt. It is also used to wrap lap¥p.
nepenepespecies. Its leaves are put orih&AR' of bananas
to ensure a good harvestniaspecies. Its leaves are strung
together and is used to cover ridges of the traditional roofs
protect them from the raiAn menetspecies. Its leaves are usg
as spicédn namalinispecies. Its leaves are used tordeckava

during ceremonie8n nalemenmaspecies. Its leaves are used g,

wrap freshly caught shrimpa.nyawizsspecies. Often planted 9
tombs to prevent evil spirifs numanawaspecies. Ornamentg
plant. When leaves are rubbed in between ths, libachits a
subtle fragrance. Leaves can also be made into a lei or gar
used to decorate kava.numanpwilpas afwZingiberaceake (?)
species. Same uséNasIANPWILPAS. Ann a k i k spedcies. |

fever.Aniakestil apespecies. The juice from its crushed leaves is
drank to treat urinary tract illn@sSMITEKTEK . An namewamew
species. The juice from its crushed leaves is rubbed on erupted
furuncles. Another name foRMTAMETA'. An nakik surspecies.
The juice from its crushed leaves is used to treat the sores found
in babies mouth. Intertrigos can be washed with the juide too.
neketer(Ageratum conyzjsgesies. The juice from its leaves is
drank in case of fevand mixed with the juice of leaves of
i '@pHARIR'. Ann a p aspetiesuThe juice of its crushed leaves is
Thebbed on to the skin of pigs that have scabiéssestithe
juice from its crushed leaves is rubbed on closed boils. Drinking
dhe juice curegrinary tract sickness calte@MITEKTEK ".
hereadviken ek
Ahere he isexpin apa

hibiscus (generic termynekalewHibiscus sppsed to treat
constipation among babies. Jiiee from the leaves is given to
them to drink and it is also added their bath water to wash them
with. An naugenekaleflower.An nekalew afw{Hibiscus spp.
species. Same USENEKALEW'.

him prorto into, for.
his prortahan

h.hoe (ancient term) kwategraditional tool used for working in
yam gardens.

hole nnapaddnkualAnn a p a g kimarock. ® |

hollow nnapacex.: inside of a canoe ~ napag nowaniko
3?\%%/ adjawsim
h Vgok nnowan matafor fishing.An kakilworking instrument in

the shape of "J" made of a branching piece of wood and used in
work in gardens to clean the place of cut branches and grass.

hagse (from English: horse)hos
hot adjakaparEx.: hot water ~ nu akapakadjr a wtaste.r
house(genex term)n nimaAn nima awsinof local sorcererén
nimé& [ Retraditional of Tanna.
how adwatol
A how are you doingexprratol
A how much adwky for counting and asking the prieg.:
Taham nu ky? ~ How old are you?
?ﬁgmmingbird hawk-moth nkaramaram

dignger nnaumusEx.: Naumus ramkes io. ~ I am hungry.
hungryva m@éEx.Nasuman r amt at
The harvest was bad, people are hungry.

f hunter of eaglesiapsagan iatkditle of a man from Lowlipag

h@sea, who has the right tanheagles for their feathers used in
dafrication ofKkWERIA APAM.

hunting nnaruarfig.

husbandniaihgeAnieraminrespectful termin kukuterm of
raffection in a couple.

hut nnima imaininside of a nakamd nima la Tekind built

traditionally on Tanna.

nar a

idiot nialmel

if adiama
OBgnore vatektelonly exists in negatix.: lamatektek ma
3‘iarawa. ~ 1 did not know that he would come.
ill vneperbe because 6ANEPEN', or'PERANEPEN. Ex.: Us an
manepen. ~ This man has peranepen hallucinations.

illness (generic termynemesadnn e me s an t aha
cf!MENEK RAMIAvuaumusconstant weakness and lack of
aﬁt@g}jna, said to be caused by lacking blood. Treated by drinking
water fromNEPAREPA vine.Aniuwau ramalarge infected sores
@gwlegs, detaching pieces of skin and possibly toothaches. Said to

e caused by thewau' geckoAn namteketef both men and

m® i

- >

The juice from crushed leavedrank when one is having



women, causes urinary pairLiehc'. Annamitektelof urinary
tract. ltssymptoms are pain during urination and difficult
urination An namesan taha katrespiratoryrelated, said to be
caused by the ranHAU'. Anm® n e k  rseizuriesylit. ka bir
stepped on you". An illness of children, during which the ch
shakes wontrollably with eyes capsizing after having eaten
'PENOHA MES. Another expression for it MEMESAN TAHA

ME£ N E'K

image (inalienablej nanemareflection in a mirror.

imago niawlul(Agrianome fairmpgimeago stage, whénpAU'
undergoes metamonsis intdKELEPES, 5th stage. ¢fRISIN.
in three daysadvionihikesel
index finger nkosasiwo
inland n patthe inside of the island, on the east of the zone
speakingNETWAR'.
insectn kelepegAgrianome fairmpliad of,its large larvae live
in dead wood, both the insect and its larvae are consumed
people, 6th stage.'eRISIN. An pulekspecies whose maggots 3
found in roots of coconut tree. Inedible.
inside (inalienablej nekk

Ainside of a treen nekinekEx.: a tree rotten from inside ~
nekikek rtat
insult (generic termynepawainafniakmerlit. "prepuce”. A
frequently used offensive word and cudsewierera person
who is unable to control himself on sexual maferswisa
person who thinksndy about sex.
intestine nnesega
introduced adjitugapart of name of some plants introduced t

Tanna from abroaéx.: an imported species of banana tree +

nepen ituga
invective (generic termynepawainan
island nten

Aisland lycheen natem(Pometia pinnadible fruit.
it prorin Aprorieramwhen followed by an adverb of pldee:
this here, that over there ~ ieram ek, ieram a

Aitis all right expt a r a s dnlspitelof an@dversity.

Aitis him, who ...expin a in ...

At is not good that ...exprrtat ma ..Ex.: Rtat ma tahak
kahapa tarol am nuigen. Tanakwen makhar kam ieram asu
It is not good that my head stays empty. | will go speak with
elders.

Alitis not that ... exprasolan mama ane ofexpressions use
for forming negative phrasgs.: Rasolan mama io nases. ~ |
am not poorlit. "It is not that | am poor."

J

jack nwuliwes aparfish, larger specid wuliwedish.
jellyfishnrnowanhal et ®h ®
Jesusnprop ® s U

Job's tearsn kamen(Coixlacrymjab)j seeds used to make
necklaces.

jotter nnaua

juice nnowanihirof fruit.
jungle nnekinamera
just advam

K

kava(generic termynekavaPiper methystjdhmmalamalgPiper
methystiQuA'NEKAVA MALAMALA . An nekava arama(Riper
methystiquh TAPUGA.. An nekava pwiPiper methystdiam
"smooth", after texture of its stems. Species that has-greyis
green stems with dark spdssumariagPiper methystjcum

methystifcultivar similar ttNEKAVA 1AM " with thick stemsin
nekava iam malam@Piper methystjauttivar similar to
'NEKAVA 1AM ' with thin stemsin nekava meiPiper methystjcum
I cultivar with beige stends nekava iakefPiper methystjcum
Icultivar with light green spotted steBmsiekava iar(Piper
amethystiduraltivar with light green stems with dark spots.
tapugaPiper methystj@mown in a particular way and
traditionally offered on special occasions sughuEs. An
nukenekvaits root. cINUK-". Annuma nakwuiateaves of a
wild species. May be used to make a kind of "stretcher" able to
support the weight of a small person. The leaves are "glued" by
chewed leaves 'fASES. cf:NAKWUIAM'. An nalemenekagart
of the plat. Its strong branches. lit. "arms of kafakamiaram
nekavgpart of the plant. Small "shoots" found on
'N£ L K E N E KAThay may grow enough to form a secondary
plant of kava out of the mother plakinektupen nekapart of
the plant. Small thinots.An tahan kahapa nekeapart of the
byplant. The thick central part of the root. lit. "head of kéwa".
re ®1 k e paet bf the plant. The thick central root. lit. "the leg
of kava"Ann o u s u | part ofitkelplant. Thicker roofkn
n o wa n h a lpaetiofehe plantaYoung thin branches. lit.
"eggs of kava’An nekava fil{Piper methystj@pacies originally
f r om A& heaave®nalamaRiper methystjcarm for s
cultivar with thin stem#n nakwuian(Macropiper latifojiwitd
species with daxdolored stems, not used for human
consumption to brew kava. In a mix called "kaluk" its crushed
leaves are mixed with grated coconut are used as a "soap" when
bathing. According to a legend this kind of kava was drank by
stones irancient times before humans and the ordinary kava
P appeared. After that spiritsRAMES appeared out of the stones
and they drank tHeakwuiAM' kava An nakwuiam aswas
(Macropiper latifgliwitd species, lit. "smalakwuiAM ™. Not
used for human ceomption.

kill voho Ex.: Taroho kupas kiu to kaur. ~ He will kill two pigs
on the kaur ceremony.

knife nnau
knock downvel nem tahdit. "pick somebody's breadfruit".

Ex:.l amar ou m®nek, i aml astahane k Kk ¢
~ | was chasing a chicken, | grabbed a stick, | threw it on the
chicken and | knocked it dowhv.aruitaby throwing a compact
BHject, such as a stoneHcfiTA. Ex.:l amar ui t a magk
tReo pwi ®I ~ | knocked down a m:

sone.Avhoitaby throwing a stick. BRUITA'. Ex.: lamhoita

ini ®n . | knocked downAvauitc ocor
somebody with ones' fist, but only from amidst of several people.
Ex:l amaruita |l ako | ® neki nhname
my fist from amidst of other men.
know vinatinEx.: lasinatinan. ~ | do not knoww atekteknot,
only exists in negati\iex..: lamatektek ma tarawa. ~ | did not
know that he would come.

L

lack of knowledgen natektekan
lake n nowanu

language(generiderm)nnakharadnn a k har an ltah a
| anguage of L®nakelNETWARNa me s
derived from the name of the principal village of the zone where
the language is usédnakharan awind of language and
expressions used by the ancients in old times, as contrasted to the
'NETWAR' language used nowadays, when people are losing
"proper" expressions and the language becomes poorer. Old
traditional songs often employ words filRAKHARAN AWAS'

that people novaays do not understand, or only very IAe.
netwarused in West Tanna. Sometimes callsdasaRAN

TAHALE NAKEL

(

another name forAPUGA. Annekava iam iripgPiper



laplap (generic termynaluweBnn o w a ndish fased on yan
sometimes called as "simboro” from Bisldmia.a k ®kind n
preparean the skin of treekFITU". An nasordarge species o

|. packed in leaves and used as gift during local cerefionies.

salpaof manioc, with coconut milk poured 8nkatiprepared
with germinating CoOCONMAPEKAK .

Alaplap leavesy numaneme coming from a species of
banana tree calledEMEW'.

Lapnuman n prop.apnumanegendary land, from where certai
plants and animals come. Its rul&vNSATIKTIK '

lard nnalepa
last advhaonin
laughva | Ex®BRa mal i ®| kam i
leafnnuma naof a plant, generic term.
leavevw ®ExX.:W® n ! ~ Avbmsalso énlthe sense of not
doing somethingex.: lakapas nenian napuk. ~ | don't want tg
sing.
left adjmul side, hand etc.
leg (inalienableynalek

Aleg decorationn nakepersimilar tok A U K A'skut worn
around legs during the dance'siekowlAR" and during the
'KAMIR IATAW KAUR' ceremony. Often made of leavesi@fL's
legendnn a indhe local culture, knowledge of a legend is &
of making part of a particular clanconsequence legends are
not easily shared with the "outsiders".
lemon grassnn u ma n a (Gymbopogon cijrigédusoiled
leaves are drank as herbal tea.
L ® n ankprepl ® n giineipal village of Tanna.
leopard floundern malawin(Bothus panthagin
let vpassomebody do somethirgx.. H®t a | a t ap
mapel. ~ Open the door, so | can enter and dlaegual phrase
used at times when one comes back late in the night and fif
door of the house, where he sleeps, closed.
lichen nnatgéegcommon name for many different species
found on trees and stones.
liev®i telldiesEx..Na m®i
life nnamiuan
light nnesize.g. of a torchadjralukalulof weight, or "light", i.e

o .

ua'

not good, speeckx.: Ramol nakharan ralukaluk. ~ His speech

has no valudadjalukof weight.
lightning nnawelekaman
likevo | k &x..k @k o |
limpid adjrahlel

lined surgeonfishnnam le kweri@Acanthurus lineptus
lionfish niarpwitagPterois ¥p.

liquid nnihinEx.coconut mi |l k ni hi
listen veroEx.: lo iamero ik namakhar. ~ | am listening to wh
you are sayindexpikamaword, by which a storyteller introdug
habitually an old legend.
little finger npis aswas

live varekbe aliveEx.: Remen ramarek ena? ~ Your father is
living?Av ansomewhere, only with infeam-'. Ex.: laman la
Ten. ~ | live on Tannavmiuto be aliveEx.: Kupas ek
rakamus epek, mero rakamiu am. ~ The pig is very ill, but §
alive.

liver nnanmapen

living creaturen narmiuabbr. fromNAR RAMIU'. Aexpmar ramiu
Cf/NARMIU'.

lobsterni | Ant at ® Ilbigone.k o wa

locustn pinekspecies, more usually caedrU. An pwiru
species, sometimes calbedex'. An naulenapapecieshnk a |
species.

k®i k ®i tahak m

Armn ®Y cuwatiukhine| !

n,long adjapam

f since | saw you the last time.
Along time, ny adviaryEx.: Senia ma tary. ~ It is not a long
time ago.
longhorn cowfishn kawawige(Lactoria cornuta
long-tailed triller nwulawulgLalage leucopyga

look vapEx.: Ap ru! ~ Look, pleasdinterju rirterjection used
Nto attract attentiorEx..Ur ®, i n apal!

Alook forv® g aBxilnam®gasi n nanfora~
fish.

Alook for girls vrou nullit. "follow the vine". Used of boys
| who hagg, agonngl logking fop girls to dBte: Ramerou nul. ~
He follows the vinéhe is looking for girls, chasing girls.
losevatakerEx.: lamataken tahak nau. ~ | havet lmy knife.
lovenn o | k ®Avk I®k @finEkB LA Ex..l ak ol k ®i
ik. ~ I love you so muci\(inalienable)neki lasomebody.

lunar eclipsen mawuk ramemes
lungs ntepalukaluk

M
difmckinlay's cuckoo-doven mak apanfMacropygia mack)nlayi
Magellanic Cloudn propjNlowanumarmunsure whether Large or
Small.

maggot n prisin(Agrianome fairmpliad of large larva living in
dead wood, consumed by people, 3rd stagelLEPES, 'PITAS,
""APAU' and'PWIR. An pwir (Agrianome fairmpliaejjier and more

eCHPRI ”\é' :
maggots of thispecies, w

1c{ for metamorphosis, 4th stagereIN. An matakaiam
arvae living only in kava rodks pitas(Agrianome fairmpirei

smaller and younger maggots of this species, 1st stageiNct.

make lovevol to somehow more polite term, tHEAWISAN'.

iari)ak(,%g@pﬁgle fairmgimeger and more mature
i ich do not move anymore and get

‘his woman.
Malay rose applen nekaukSyzygium malagcense
male organ(inalienable)nakan

man (generic termyiermarmale An naramirrhuman being,
plural form ofiERAM'". Anieramhuman being. For plural,
cf'NARAMIM'. An namarmale, plural form dfERMAN'. An uswas
a/BuAgAntamalliyolng. k € my  mom.
A man from the inlandexprieram pacf.IARAPAT'.
A man of the seashorexprieram phacf.IARAFA'.
mandarin n nowanmefruit.
n A mangapn treen nowanme(Citrus reticulpta fruit is
afonsumed, the leaves are used to make a herbal tea.
dyangon magkdftruit.
A mango tree(generic termymagko(Mangifera sn magko
apen(Mangifera sgpecies giving small red friitmagko ikpis
d I}ﬂangifera)sspecies planted often in Whites@ndamak

certain lamak.

tifnany nunriparAviparbe.Ex.: Katarripar. ~ We are mangadv
min mark of pluralEx.: child- children ~ koko koko min

market n maket
marks on skin(ancient term) nowatatatraditional form of skin

StemSNOWATEK MA SIA' lit in the fire.

marriagenn a u g a n a n custdomapyearceremoany with
ae%<c@anging of goods.

married.

Along time adwy Ex.: lasapan ik ny. ~ It has been a long time

Look,

K®i

cf'oL K £ 1 'KEx.: Nekin la perawen an. ~ He likes that woman.

mature maggots of this species, which are still active, 2nd stage.

Ex.: lerman ramol to tahan perawen. ~ A man makes love with

magko(Mangifera ppalued species imported from Australia by

decoration, made by burning the skin with ends of coconut leave

marry vimerekEx.: Nawinek renmerek ita. ~ My sister is already



mason waspn purmat ituga

mat n talipapanade of pandanus leavskaliawewoven wih
two coconut leaves facing one each other. Its pattern remin
shark teeth, which gave it its name. It is sometimes used to
the top of the roof of traditional houses.

maybeadviaroltat
me prorio Aprorionioto, for.

A me aloneexpiio pesen am
meatn nauga
medicinenm®r e s e n

Melanesian flycatchem rusrus(Myiagra caledgifi¢e sings in
bad weather, nice days will come soon.

menstruationnn a me Av@atahave Ex.: Perawen ramamet
~ The woman has her menstruation.

metallic pigeonni ® | u | (Cdlumbakvitiensiten called
simply'l £ L.dni ®Calumba vitiersisnetimes calléds L U
IOHNEKAM .

midday nlemankat

middle advlukanin the.
A middle finger niapnam

Middle-bush n propkpatgeneric term for places up in hills of
central Tannd&x.: lakan apa ikpat. ~ | am going midbliesh.
e.g. to Lamlu.

Milky Way n proplemrauln propluafuganatess common term
millipede nnapilas
miser niaumus

mix vol pelpebr mix up.Ex.:Ramolpelpe | ® nakh4g
pislama. ~ He is mixing the local language with Bislama.
mold nneluganaon food.Ex.: Nauganan ramlugan. ~ The fo
became moldy.

moldy adj® p ionlynabout food. ¢HAL'. Aadjhalonly about
food.cfeP1I EN

moment n nianof an event.

monarch butterflyn papawuk apeDanaus plexipphis
papawu k(Danausplegippus

money (from English: moneymani

Moon (generic termypropnawukdnma wu k  r a m®p §
full, lit. "the Moon knocks on butterflyfiséh nati tawafull. A
more common term thamAWUK RAME P £ P'. Anmaiwl A

ratuatuin its first quarter. lit. "it stays straight”, meaning that it
the sky the Moon appears straight in the zenith in the eViening

numanmein its last quarter and especially as a gvargéacenf\
nmawuk wwhen it appears as a waxing crescent on the sky

Moorish idol nialinaio(Zanclus cornutus
moray eeln pekublack speciefni ® | species with black an
white spots.
morningnl apn®pen

Amorning starnprofr ®t u k a i
mosquito n kemak
mossn natgate@lant, common name.
mother (inalienable)in-
mountain (generic termytauarAn prog ahgerbehind the villagd
of Lamapruanin prop- 0 r @lghname for th&TUKOSMERA
mountainAn prop ukosmerahe highest peak @&nna, sacred
place and dwelling place of §oaLPAPEN. Antanepewhose
ridge ends inside the islandTafiTou'. Antanitouwhose ridge
goes all the way down to the seashomNEPES.

mourning (ancient term)napkesancient term foNALU". An
nalucertain time after a decease, which can take up to one
and which ends with a large family reunion. During this time
will grow their beard and women will refrain from the social
of the village.

mullet niarmamirufish.

mushroom (generic termpk a | mame fgr any kind of

dsnohroom, edible or ndink a | ® | eediblel species that

coften grows on rotting mango tree trudks: e p eedible®
species. Grows on the ground. It is said that one should stomp o
the ground on places where these mushroom usually grows and
call'NE P E T'fof a plentiful harveshnk a | ®| e ginediblel e k ¢
species found on dead woddnepawen namihdarge species
growing only on trunks afirAG' and'NAMIHEW' trees. lfis
edible and appreciated for its taste.

mustva k aBExkl® wi | | have
my proriahak

t

0 sakai

a.N
Nahunu n propNahunuthe wife of the great spittALPAPEN.
Said to bring him a meal after his first kav8alcALEMUS
KLEPLEPEN EK OMEHUEW.. T
nail n pesiwebn finger.
nakamal (generic ternyimaimcleared space, usually under a
grown banyan tree, used by men to meet, discuss important
affairs and drink kava, to perform all important ceremonies and
traditional dances. It is the center of \lldg.An prop
Lownanentuaan important nakamal in Ip&a prop.atunan
important nakamal near |p&i. prop.aminumajor nakamal in
L ® n afk eop.awiatkelnikmname of nakamal near Lowanatom,
lit. "place where tribes brokeafier a quarrel". 4TKeL". An
nowanmanagspecial name given to a nakamal in which are living
rhiglgen” yogang fpayssingg &eir circumcision until they finally
leave it durintlkAMIR IATAW KAUR' ceremony. It is surrounded

bdy a fence of coconut leavedamboo to hide it from eyes of
women, who are strictly forbidden to enter it at any moment of
the day.
name (inalienable)nategaEx..Nat egam p®h ®?
name?
namesake(inalienablejianhina polite term by which people
call those, who havieet same name.
Na p a g hprof® B p a gt 'icoeonut tree hollow". A place
Ee%y@&n Lowan®ai and L®nus,
KASAWAR and'MWATIKTIK .
necessarya k ato be®x.:it is necessary that you ... ~

anakai k® . ..

hgeck (inalienablejne rou has to be possessed with personal

\

a |

pronoun.Ex.: my neck, his neck ~ nekrou, nenrou
. hecklacen nowanar
needlefishn lago(Belonideag sp.
i nephew (inalienabley nawt if his aunt is speaking about him.
ni o w aihhis @ncle is speaking about him.
N e sn@ropN e demale name mentioned in one of local legends
and in the name of a shrub with fragrant légues: LE NE S'E

net (ancient term) nakepertraditional, made of aerial root of
banyarniNAsAs. It has a fan of a basket with two long poles
attached to it, using which the net is held in place through which
fishes often swim.

new adjwi

New Guinea rosewoochk o wt UPteroGarpus indicusafel)
wood. Its trunk is carved into canoes.

next oneexpk ®r me n

niece (inalienabley nawu if her aunt is speaking about Her.
i o waifher@mcle is speaking about her.

yedghtmare n naripai tacfNARIPAI".
M&Bdvkapa

Ifﬁoble (generic termyieramaranan. Title meaning tiighest
social status in local hierarchy. His "subordinates" are the

mouth (inalienablejnhuk

'NAOTUPUNUS and'IENINIKO ', who both work for him and the



three together form the foundations of customary life and of
village social structudexpieramin aramarmen or womenin
peran ramanwoman. Title meaning high social status in locq
hierarchy.

noisen kalwaxf'oL KALWAS. Avausiimake. cfoL KALWAS.

Ex.: Kowa ramakhar apam memausit. ~ The kid is shouting
showing off.

noisy vol kalwade, excessivelyx.: Kamaipel, kani laris

tkani menamoag tat. ~ That man did not sleep last night, he is
tired and yawns.

| or conpiaAconp Ex.: Imam iken nekava ripar o reka? ~ Is there
kava in your place or not?
orangen nowanmel

and\ orange treen nowanme(Citrus sinensis

orchid nnuwmer(Corymborkis veratjifbtiauched during yam
planting season, the yams will not growamdlwill be smakn

ramapus mierpa, mamol kalwas. ~ We were already sleepingyuwnuwspecies with decorative flowers.

when laris went out, got drunk and was making a lot of noig

noni nnauiagMorinda citrifglfeuit used to treat many different
illness. Its bark is believed to ward offspirits.

noon nlemankat

north n hiu

northwards aff-hiu suffix of verbs.
nosennepanagha

not well cookedvrasmatakan
notebookn nausfor writing.

not-fishermanniarapafrom '|lERAM PAT - "man from the
inland". Somebody unexperienced on the sesn &4id of
people fromIKPAT' area. CiARAFA'. Ex.: Naramim ltuga narafg
aken, mero naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People from ltuga a
greatly experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have
idea of the sea.

nothing nrekaln renekanymore.

nowadv a WAadit Gahkbr.'T A WE'K

O

octopusnihi according to local beliefs it is one of the maring
animals feeding on sand and whose excessive consumptio
result to losing one's teeth!I&fAK .

of adwni genitive.
offspring (inalienable, in pluraljarare of animalsA
(inalienable, in singular)are of human or animal.
oilnn e p e k oficoconut.@erm also used for the oily film
found inside germinated COCOMNAPEKAK".
old adjawasof a thing Aadjiawaspeaking of things.

A old batniaihgel wutowutimpolite term describing an old
and shriveled man, supposedly drinking a lot of kava.

A old manniaihgeimpolite termAnieram asipolite term.

A old womann peran awampolite termAn peraihgeimpolite

Eoutside advilua

P

Pacific golden plovem itawar(Pluvialis fujva

Pacific imperial pigeonniawin(Ducula pacijica

Pacific robin nwunwun(Petroica multigdlopulegpulePetroica
multicolpr

Pacific swallownwukelekel iawof@irundo tahit)dd.
"'WUKELEKEL' that sits down" by contrast to swiftlets
'WUKELEKEL', who never sits down. Today more common term,
than'lARPOAPEN. Aniarpoaper(Hirundo tahitjaaore ancient

and precise term. '@fUKELEKEL IAWOTA".

€paddlenn i wabouttigger canoes.

rb?atintva h vofes face. MAHWE L'ABXK.:l nen r amhw®l
tahan peraswas. ~ Mother is painting the face of her daughter.

palm (inalienablej nowanalemof hand.
A palm tree n napuok(Veitchia aredidarable wood that is

often used to make house floorings. It has edible fruits that is also
said to be consumed by the spirmaMES. Annamul tuan
species.

1 hagdanusn nemankiyPandanus tecfotiileaves are used t
weave mats and baskets. Its aerial roots are used as ropes to tie
laplap An nuiu rouspecies. Its roots are used to make the
'NASEKEL' traps used to catch theL A‘labsters. Inside the trap
a'KELKEL' is attached with a string frécmwo' as a bait.
papayank ®(€arica papaganking an infusion made from its
flowers helps treat fever.
paradisen] ®n ® a i
parrotfish (generic termymakemnm(Scaridae

passion fruit(from English: passion fruitsampru{Passiflora
eduljdruit is edible.

path (generic termysuatu

term.An peraihelnot a very polite term. ‘©®ERAN ASUL. An payvarouEx.:S a kar ou kuri mat au k ®r a
peran astpolite term. pay a cow in Whiterass.
on (inalienableyrepa- sign of an action performed on the objecPeace Corps propiskopused for organization as well as for
which is given by the personal suff. addadtoEx.: Dokta individual volunteerEx.:Us a i n piskop k®r.
ramol wok lak. ~ The doctor is treating line:working on me". | there is a volunteef the Peace Corps.
oncenaupanikednn i a rit. "en@ day"An auparabbr. pegsnnowateplepdiolding the outrigger on outrigger canoes.
'AUPANIKEN". pen (from English: pemp ® n
onenumk @meaning "anyone”, when pointing to thifgs.Las | penaltynnalepenan
nepen! K®r apa. ~ Have a ba | . nd er e.
Aonebyoneexpk ar ®na kar ®na &eﬁfzﬁ_(ﬂ'orn Epgﬂsﬁ. penjp ®h
A one cannot say, that ..expsenia ma .ane of expressions p?{us (|r_1allehnal€rl]e)knaka? dult de of tal fibArs
used for forming negative phrages: Senia ma io nases. ~ | gm pentS SI ealin kauro (?bu men,dme} N OI vegetal Tbars.
not poor.lit. "One cannot say | am poor." auro _newy cireumcised boys, made rpm eavgs.
Aone moreexpk ®r  me n peregrine falcononm® | e (Fadcaperegdidusweria aswas
only advam (Falco peregl)lnus
openvatalapaa bag, a baské&ix.: Atalapg taham karem perfumen pi ®n
mel asi pen nar k®r. ~ Open yREUANNFALELOERWIMAR. | can put somet
it.t Avh ®theadoorEx.H®t a | a t apen pa sl phaxnd@®aamePhasmealodea ~ Op e n
the door, so | can enter and sleepsual phrase usediaes photo (inalienableynanemaA(from English: phota)foto
when one comes back late in the night and finds the door of ¥¢otographvos fotoEx.:l ak ol k ®i k ® mos f ot

house, where he sleeps, closed.

like to take your picture.

A open mouthvkamoadEx.: Us ek rasapelan lenaw menap

Abick velfruit. Ex.: Ramel magko. ~ He is picking mangos.



piecennoutakereismall, of a thing.

pig (genericerm)nkupashnk u p as i Gblack kwithnwhite
belly and sidedn kupas kamatasastrateddn kupas pispikind
of large pigs appreciated for their soft reat.pas metkind
with clean and bright skifn kupas iawanawarkind with
outgravths on its neck skidniowiarernot castrated, kept for
reproductionn kupas kamewf brown colorAn kupas kalato
of grayish coloin kupas kapwispecial kind once used as
offering to'lERAMARA’. Ank u p a s with anlyiorie testicle
visible An kupas katkhatakith spotted skirfn kupas kalawith
white and black spots.

pigeonberrynn o wa n a (Riwimalhumjig. "red fruit".
Species giving tiny red fruit used to color face and hands.
pillow n kalugaraditional. Small piece of wood used to suppq
the head when sleeping. Men used it especially in order to
their traditional hairstyle from being spoiled during the night
pincers (ancient term) kou used for taking hot stones out of {
fire. cfkASARAWI. An kasarawised for taking hot stones out g
the fire. New expression used instead of the oldietrh

pineapplen nowaniufruit. An nowaniuAnanas compsmeorrect,
but widely used way of spellingnofvanuiu'. An nowanuiu
(Ananasomogustroduced species. Its common name come;

from a family of plants callediiu'. lit. "the fruit ofNUIU™.
placeniken
placentan nima kowa

plant (generic termynekwhatever kind excluding bamboos,
grasses and vinds.haugeneric term. ¢$Y. Ex.: lamhau paren|
~ | am planting a live fenokn nekesekeparasitic species, groy
on other trees. It is said to grow "without trunk and roots" af
when the host tree dies, it dies with it. The reERESEKES is
also used figuratively to désempeople who forgot their "roots
- the village and the traditional way of Afextekseeds or little
plantsEx.Lenaw i amsi pan pa | ® n
Yesterday | went to the garden to plant cabBage® | k e n
species, parasite oads, similar tolEKESEKES. lit. "without
leg".Anropianspecies. Its leaves are placed between the be
and the roof in order to prevent the rain coming into the hid
vsyyamsEx.Nar ami m kamasy nuw-~ af
People are planting yams.

A plant yamsexpratek towway of planting yams into slopes
"Tow'. Aexpmamsy tovway of planting yams into the topw'.

prayvawhalkEx.:.Se k awh a k | ® ni

toghe church.
prayernnawhakadntemahwao local spirits and gods and

apa

ma

a

today sometimes as syncretism to the Christian God, performed

when spitting after having drank kava by saymgHwA' and
adding ones wish or request. During the timeoR' it is
customary to organize about fonmAHWA' along with

distribution of laplaps, to wish the circumcised boys good healing

of their wounds.
praying mantisn kuri (Mantidge
preparedadjrenmeruaf food.

prepuceniakmerits small lower part, which is not cut off during

circumcision.
rrbrophecyn namaliwok epen

? Sltj‘ﬁc\EWi Ex.: Nani rakawi hos. ~ A goat pulling a horse.

h
fihe "goat").

[ expression applying to a person, who is hiding his real intention (a
Big thing, the "horse") behind an innocent excuse (a small thing,

A pull down vhaipua traditional house. If the acting people are

more than one. ¢fAPU'. Ex.: Nima renawas, talauk khaipu. ~
The housés already old. Tomorrow we will pull it dodwhapu
5 a traditional house. If the acting person is one ofyurif!.

Ex.: Nima renawas, talauk khaipu. ~ The house is already old.

Tomorrow | will pull it down.
A pull out roots v® w when preparina gardening ground.
Ex_:Naman kamailu apa | ®

nasumar

nar. ~ Men are spading the garden while the women are pulling

,Qut roots.
doumpkin (from English: pumpkimkamekeredible fruit.
punishmentnnalepenan

[ purification exprawotaapa le nilit. "sit down to water". Ritual
everyday washing of young boys after circumcision ‘@aury
tkillafes dhahe selsRofe, WHérd bRy wdtld goWwashing ™

Etiemselves to the seaAWOTA APA LAHAU. Aexprawota apa

lahadit. "sit down". Rituadveryday washing of young boys after

B@lfcumcision duringAuUR' in villages in hills, where boys would

S§o down to the sea or rivers to wash themselvesafa APA
geEnd.® nekin nasuman.

OPurple swamphenniagnamet@Porphyrio porphyrio

pleasepartru particle following verbs, transforming a direct onder

into a more polite requeEix.: eat outt would you please eat?
ken!- ken ru!

Pleiadesn propNowaswas Lapnumiit "young boys of
'LAPNUMAN". Alternative to the namdEPERAWEN

LAPNUMAN'. An propleperawen Lapnumdit: "young girls of
'LAPNUMAN™. Alternative to the nandOWASWAS_ APNUMAN'.
plenty expmekin anplace, where there is much of something
Ex_Nekin am ni ®n. There i 9
pluck valemudeplumeEx..Sakal emus kIl ®pl
nahunu. ~ | will pluck this little biechd eat it as nahunu.

plump adjmesemes

poisonedvakonzbe.Ex.Ramk en kot ®a mam
the kot®a fish and got poi g
poisonousvakonabe.Ex.Ramk en kot ®a ma
the kot®a fish and got poi §

Polynesian trillernwulawulgLalage macujdsed often
associated with sunny weather.

poor adjinaseperson without wealth, fig. sense, a child befor
end of circumcision and burningrfses tree does not have
any property.

porcupinefish n pekepeiDiodontidae

possibly adviarltat

~rabbitfish n mihin (Siganus Bfn karai khate(Siganus klittle,
not yet adult. ¢faHIN .

rafter (from English: raftenowaraftgart of roof.
railings nneparepar
rain nnihin
rainbow n maraimarai
A rair]bow Iorike?tn syl(Trichoglossus haeﬂ).atodus
a ot of oconuts ere.
BEIUR "ENETEHRe « e n
ratnkahau
rattle nnowaneparepmade of dry fruit oNEPAREPA and
aaliEaShﬁdaa_roung Iegﬁ 8f dagc[eré.

. I8 adirgkapukaf all fruit except of coconuts.

t o

Gl NOWATAHWA'. Aadjigwataln@coconut only, for other fruit

L 'BAKAPYKA' is usedAadjmeraof fruit.
raynwerau
reachviapakowith ones hand over or behind an obstaale.

L miapako le nek un melas nau. ~ He reaches for the knife over

a piece of wood.
readyvmarusbe.Ex.Renmarua to nol
to do somethingladjrenmeruaof men- to do something.

real advaken

an

reallyadvp a r intensifying word.

na.t



redadj ®wl ®w
Ared-bellied fruit-dove (generic termypenoha levPtilinopug
gre)iAn penoha mePtilinopus griveniles only as their
plumage is vedifferent to adult doves. The last part of the n
'MES meaning "dying", referring to its "sickly" voice. Sacred
If eaten by a child, it will get illness calledN E K R A M1 Awvu
penoha limlinfPtilinopus grgiveniles only. It is said that
'PENOHA LIMLIM' comes to trees whose fruit is just getting rip|
and test it day by day until it is ready, after he brings the eld
'PENOHA LEW to that tree to feed.

b

e

reed (generic termynuigstems serve in many ways, e.g. to bui

u
'KAMO SIT', K AME P INASCECENS Or arroWwsOWANPARAM.
Newly harvested yams are wrapped in its leaves'davingu
NUW'. Sometimes people would knot the leaves of the reed
growing by the road in order to "catch" and stop the sun fro
setting when one is running late foeaentAn nowanu koko
minlit. "hair of the boys". Leaves of reed used to towel the
circumcise boys, and eventually suspendads®s. An
nowatek nuiits dry stemdin nulnulthe stem with leaves
removed is used for the gamea Y and formaking of arrow
shafts.

Areedmade supporting constructiolmk a m® for a g
liana of long species of yamsow'.
reefnnehmacoral Antapugdsolated and submerged stone in
sea.

A reef triggerfishn nuwig nawukRhinecanthus rectgniyulus
i awat i (Rhinecanthusgréctgngulus
remoran tagitofa(Echeneidlae
respiratory problemsn namesan taha kahHness.

return vlasmust take directional suff. such@s, '-PENA' etc.
Ex.: Ramlasipa nar ek. ~ Give it back to me.

reveal a secre¢xpmamaural nakharan
ridgenk a h mo m® n rodf part, woveniwithetwo cocont
leaves facing one each other. Used to cover the ridge of the
of traditional houses.

Aridge boardntuhu
riflenk o p wi &ometimesiabbreeat to'’k OP Wi '£ L
right adjmatuside, hand etc.
ring finger nsasilmaga
ripe adjmatakdv matakEx.: Ken nepen matak. ~ Eat the ripe
bananas.

road (generic termysuatunormal as well as the customary
exchange road between nakardatprsuatu aparong.An prop

t

t

()

runvaiEx.:Sak ai mw®n apa ir®. I
Arun awayvakemEx.: Kowa ramataken nuwig kuwel kani

makem. ~ The kid broke a mug and ran away.

ame

@.

sad (inalienable)neki rtatbe, lit. "inside (of someone) is bad".

Ex.: Nekik rtat to tahak kowa. ~ | am sad because of my/Ahild.

(inalienablejneki ramahmde.Ex.: Nekik ramahma epek to

tahak perawen rakames. ~ | am really sad because of my wife,
0 is sick.

saint adjawsim
saltnn e g ®|
saltyadjr a ut ®

Msameadjraukeraker

sandnnumaklakel
sandaln nekpegSantalum spgultivated as casinop.
scabiesn kawierawier

scarificationnn u i g only fof woren. Series of short
incisions on the back around t&st made during the first

emenstruation of the girl as a protection against pain during

menstruations and pregnancy. Also a sign that the girl is ready to
g&t married.

schoolnsekul

scorpionfishn luw (Scorpaenopsis mgcrochir
scrapevawaEx. T®h ® ramho i o i akawai
sea has thrown me and | have got scraped by distétie sea

hit me".

screamvasalof birds.Ex..KI ®p | ®p e n
screaming.

scroogeniaumus

sea(generic termyt ® An@atpaclose to the efs.Ani r ®
low, near coast.
seaanemonak al ®| e g
A sea dogniarafaEx.: Naramim ltuga narafa aken, mero
naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People from ltuga are greatly
experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have no idea of
the sea.
A sea hibiscusn nuo (Hibiscus tiliageasst fibers are used for
making grasskirts'NIu'.
A sea urchinniautowith long dark spine8n mahaumahau
with short spines.

seashell(generic termykepesin weremedible species from the

ramasak.

Nukuluaname of one of the prominent customary roads goindamily of HIUWAN'. An hiuwai sekaedible species, similar to

from Whit es &mpdpubuoame & ana &f thé .

prominent customary roads going in the reothth direction

through western Tannn proj<aripenone of customary

exclange roads. It passes in the sea and follows the wester|

of Tanna. Used during the time of wars to bypass conflict a

when going to one of the coastal villages.

roof nnahgenimaf traditional houses. Its inner side.

roosternm®n ek | er man

root (inalienable) nuk- Ex.: root of a tree, root of kava ~

nukenek, nukenekava

rope (generic termynul Ann a mk @nade of aerial roots of

'KALWAS.

rose(from English: rose)ros(Rosa ggfiower.

rotten adj® p ionlynabout food. ¢HAL'. Aadjhalonly about

food.cfe PI EN

roughvwibe, the seEx.. T®h ® r ak awi
Arough humpback scorpionfishn luw (Scorpaenopsis maci

round adjawotawota

ruddy turnstoneniagaig lase(Arenaria interprsitawar

(Arenaria integ}

n

o

ed

it

"HIUWAN'. An hiuwanedible speciedn sisedible species.
seashoren pahawestern.
secondnumol kiu

Cog/sépEx.: Sakap ik talauk. ~ | will see you tomorrow.

see you tomorrovexprtalauk am
seizevlasitefrom ones handEx.: lamlasita nau to Nateman. ~ |
seized a knife from Natemans' hand.
seizuressm®n ek 1 ami wuk
semen(inalienable) nihi-
sensitive plantniapeliapg(Mimosa pudica
sexn nawisaractivity, not a very polite term.
shadow(inalienable)nanema
shake handgancient termgxprpas iakol ilancient and not well
known expression by which one was inviting the other to shake
ands together..
revgwra%inds.éx.: Y rlrjlgvb/ ra pr ®t
read with my brother.
shark n kaliawershark meat has a certain smell. It is said that the
shark got this smell WhBAWATIKTIK ' once tasted its meat. He
found it delicious and wanted keep it for himself only. To

to a k

pi



discourage others from eating it, he urinated on the shark, ¢
it its smell.

shavev akeoneselfEx.: lamakes numa min nulek. ~ | am
shaving myself.

shavingnramhapel naramersmall ceremony with kava
offering andTEMAHWA' at the moment of first shaving of a bo
From this moment he can take a wife.

sheprorin
sheeradjrahlel
shell nnuwigerof a snail.

shinevasigEx.: Mawuk ramasia, kamap wyt am suatu. ~ Thg
Moon is shining, so we see well the road.

shining bronze-cuckoon pelpel nawufChrysococcyx Ijcidus
shiny adjakak
ship (generic termyniko

shootvarwina bow, a rifle et€x.:.l a mar wi n
am firing a rifleAn namererof a plant other than vine.
cf'NUWIAN'. An nuwianof a vineAn nuwian nuvef yam.
shooting nnaruan
shopnkamawra ikelit. "place where they distribute things".
short adjrerparep

A short-tailed shearwatemn tekerkhal{Ardenna tenuirostris
should not ...exprrtat ma ..EXx.: Rtat ma tahak kahapa tarol an
nuigen. Tanakwen makhar kam ieram asul min. ~ It is not g
that my head stays empty. | will go spéhkile elders.
shoutvakhar apargx.: lata ramakhar apam iakaur. ~ | twitch
when lata shouted alou.winenof menEx.:l e r a mi m
rakawinen. ~ A man is shouting.
shouting nnewinenan
showv atukunEx.: Atukun ton io! ~ Show me!

A show meafiwa

kop

A show offvausitEx.: Kowa ramakhar apam memausit. ~ Th

kid is shouting and showing off.

shrimp (generic termymanfreshwaterAn man kalemebig
oneAnman t amasinet ®h ®

sibling (inalienablejpia- younger or elder, of the same sex a
the speakeA(inalienableynohra younger, of the same sex as
the speaker.

sick vmesto be, if conjugated with verbal infik-". EX.:
lamakames. ~ | was sick.

sidenl ® w iadjacentdn| ® w i opposite.
silvereyen kapaiuwe(Zosterops latgralis
similar adjraukerauker

simple adjaluke.g. a task.

sing veni napulex.: Naramim kamaeni napuk. ~ People are
singing.

sistern kakaEx.: younger sister ~ khaka iaséisalienable)
nawine of a manEx.: my sister (if a man is speaking) ~

nawinelkd(inalienable) pia- younger or elder, if the speaker is|&

womanA(inalienable)nohra younger, if the speaker is a
woman.

A sister-in-law niawugeran old termkuNi' is usedowadays
Respectful term employed by a woman when addressing tg
wife of her brothen kunirespectful term employed by a
woman when addressing to the wife of her brothexywefGEN'.
sit vawotaEx.: swallow that sits down ~ wukelekel iawata

skink niaru kaliawewith green back. Appears in the legend
shark 'KALIAWEN"), in which it chases the shark from the jung
to the sea and hence it has gained its name.

skynl ®n ®a |

sleepn napeladvapelEx.: lamapel tat lenaw. ~ | slept badly

yesterda
A sleeptalk varmikEx.: Tahak perawen ramarmik lapen

iyiagem. ~ My wife speaks when asleep every night.
A sleeptalking niarmikan

sleepyexpmapelan ramdse, followed by a pronoun or a name.

Ex.: Napelan ramos io. ~ | am sleepy.
A sleepy plantniapeliapgMimosa pudica

yslippery adjremakel&x.: Remakela! ~ It is slippery!
slowly adjmerekEx.: Ani merek am! ~ Speak slovlggvm ® r e k
in a manner easy to understand.
small adjaswagx.: small dog, puppy ~ kuri aswas
smellva pnEx:Rakapi ®n wyt .Avapil ®n stmet
badEx_.Nauganan | enaw ren®pi ®n t a
» yesterday smells already Bad.p i ® goodiEx.tRa k api ®n
wyt. ~ It smells goodinp i mice.
smilennal i ® an
smokennahanekam
smoldering branchn nourasekarearried by men in right hand
wAftes having drank kava on.order to protect themselves against
evil spirits.
smooth adjpwia
shackn nahunusmall snack traditionally prepared by women for
men going to drinkava in nakamal. Used to "wash mouth" to
remove the bad aftertaste of kava.
snailnnuwigerAnt a k Anleeikelspecies of small sea snail.
nsnorevwi - no wkExnTheaeh @®K i ai hgel r akaw
ogdMly husband is snoring a lot.
soft adjmesemeBadjmerek
edoil nnemopterAnten
Koflierfish n malaw
somebodyn napela
somethingnn ar k ®r
somniloquousvarmikbe.Ex.: Tahak perawen ramarmik lapen

atem. ~ My wife speaks when asleep every night.
somniloquy niarmikan
sorcerernieram ramol nemankspecialized in summoning good
weatherAnieram ramol nihispecialized in summoning the rain.
L sorry expriksial epek ito one person.

southn pis

southwardsaff-pis suffix of verbs.

spadevaludig the earttEx.: Namankamailapa | ® nasu
kani neperawen kamar ®wi n nar .
while the women are pulling out roots.

Spanish dancenu s i [(Hexabrandhus sanguseausiug.

speakvakharEx.: you are speaking, he will speak ~ namakhar,
tarapakhalveniEx..E n i m®r ek am. Speak
spearn newahg#n sukAvatekto, a fish during fishing with a
spearEx..Na ma i | am | ® twiau n® mam
You are standing on a turtle, but you are searching one to spear.
searching something whis just in front.

peechn naniarAn newhagaan important speech given in

nakamal before drinking kava.

spiderniahukarem
Aspiderwebn! i ®| i a

thpike n suwopa strong spike fasten into ground pointy end
upwards. Used to help removingtibek of dry coconutén
kakelworking instrument. A long pointy wooden stick used in
gardening to make holes when planting yams.

bfspin valalathead Ex.: Tahak kahapa ramalalau. ~ My head is

ylepinning.
spirit (generic termjiarame®ften malicious, teraterived from
'[ERAM RAMEMES - dead manhn iaparfamily of1ARAMES,
dwarvesin tiantianfamily of IARAMES, dwarveshn maselo
family ofIARAMES, dwarvesin| Gfamiily ofIARAMES. An
kalwadamily ofIARAMES. Sometimemiaking noise in the jungle




in the night. They join groups of people walking in the night
dance on customary celebrations. They can be persuaded {
man. Their dwelling place is in "Imakalwasmin” (lit. "home g
manykKALWAS"). An peranepefeminie form ofIANEPEN'. An
ianepemmalicious. If a man is lusting after a woman, this spi
will come in her form in the night to the man. After some tim
the man will suffer loss of weight, weakness and various
diseased\n profiapakoname of one GfARAMES with long
arms. Mentioned in one legend. The root of the word is
'"APAKO'. An profsekiname of one OfARAMES with long ears.
Mentioned in one legend and in the gamekaAl'. An prop
Nowanuksuimame of one dfARAMES, dwelling in ahkAwsIM
close to the village of Lowtalild. prop<apilaname of one of
'TARAMES. Mentioned withK AMIRAURAU in one legendin prop
Kamirauramname of one dfARAMES. Mentioned wittK APILA'

in one legendi(inalienable)nanemaof man.

spokesmann ienifrom root'eNI'. Aexpieram la suaimessenger
charged of transmission of messages through customary rg
between nakamals. lit. "man of the road".

spotted adjafwil of fruit and trees.

A spotted worm sea cucumbem iewiawi nowanhurek
(Synaptmaculata)(?)
sproutnnamererof a plant other than vine.'wEwiAN'. An
nuwianof a vine.
squash(from English: pumpkimkamekeredible fruit.
squid niapwis
squirrelfish n malaw
staff n kasulidor carrying objects over shouldernowatahwa
made of a special wood and used forthga' danceAn
nowanelwooden.
standvailEx.Na mai | am | ® twiau n
~ You are standing on a turtle, but you are searching one tg
spearsearching something which is just in front.
star (generic termph mahatAn projapaumeta celestial body,
unidentified so far, possibly Jupiter or Margrop/lowaimawuk
name of an unidentified star, said to be close to the Moon g
rise close to iin propaiapomname of an unidentified starth
rises beford e T U K'Adn prof<wankaioposition unknown.

starevetaiat, for a long timézx.: leram a rametatai lak! ~ That

man is staring at me.
stayvareksomewhereex.: lamarek iken ek. ~ | live here.
stealvakelahieve Ex.: Kokominkamaikela in patem tahak
nem®nek. The kids have
steephead parrotfismma k e m (Chlonutus microrhinos
stemn nowatek
stems from coconut tree leavesnowatek ma sissed to make
brooms.
stick nnowaneldn kamo sisimple reed orenden stick
supporting the liana of smaller species of yamsn used to
hunt birds.

A stick insectniamimer(Phasmatogea

A stick into the groundvpatkine.g. a pole or branches of
plants to grow. It is not used to planting yams and o#res pl

S 1

with vinesEx.: lamepatkin nalemen nemaiako. ~ | am plantin

manioc branches.

A stick of stonen kasawasaerm describing clubs made of
stone. According to the elders, these were once arms used
tribal wars.

sticks nnowanek milised to manipulate chewed kava during
traditional brewing by those, who have not the right to touch
directly, e.g. men already married.

stomachnt e p ®w a

stone(generic termyk o p vAnk&Il p wi ®| for black
magicAn kawar taha nufor good harvest of yams, kept in the

tgood harvest of bananas ~ kawar taha népero p wi ® |
orkiligic An prof<amtiwarmagic. Name of one, which is found in
f Lownapaiu in norther Tanna.

stop fdling vaharof rain.Ex.: the rain stopped ~ ramahan
llstoren kamawra ikelit. "place where they distribute things".
€storynn a gustomary.

straight vatuatuEx.: good speech, lit. "straight speech" ~
nakharan ratuatu

strainernniges
strike vel nem tahao headEx.:l a mar ou m®n ek, i

k®r , maho a in me | nem tahan.
grabbed a stick, | threw it on the chicken and | knocked it down.

string (generic termynul An nowanuamade of bast of tHeuo'
tree usedsathe basis fokIU' grass skirts.

strong adjrasanevasaneibe, of a person, taste €g.: strong
tobacco, strong man ~ takapa rasanen, ieram rdganen

adsaisekausd its effects, concentrated, ex. kBxgjiaghin
man.Aadjr a wtaste.r

stubborn adjialmel
sufficient vrenaukebe.

sugar cane(generic termynaru(Saccharumpsfpf ai f s el ®n
(Saccharum) sgroduced species with slight green #kin.
numnawgSaccharur) sgd skin specien naru nawanaug apen
(Saccharum) species very dark inside.nemnawa apen
(Saccharun) species with dark red skén.nawum(Saccharum
sp) species with grayish sknnumataiaker(Saccharum sp.
species with grayish sidan e t ® (Saceharamn) species with
green and yellow skifn nalam(Saccharum) species with green
skin, appreciated for customary exchaageimamwikahau
(Saccharun) species with Jittle "hair" on nodésnemnawa

B (sdBh A Spetids Nith bifkiéh yEIBwW'sRih Astiagkn
(Saccharun) species with red and yellow skin, appreciated for
customary exchand®nusua ape(8accharun) species with
red and yellow skin, appreciated for customary exchange.
nemnawa afw{Saccharun) species with red agéllow stripes

I &h skin An nowanpap{Saccharun species with red skin, often

cultivated in middibush.An nowanatepuwikwiSaccharum sp.

species with red skifan a | e (Sadcharur)species with

very bright skindn nil (Saccharum) species with yellow and

green stripes on skifn nemnarusySaccharum) species with

yellow and red stripes on sildnnemtalekan(Saccharumn) sp.

species with yellegrayish skildnn a | (8aecharun) species

with welliowvioletIskinAny) | fRzvegBhccharum) species.

summern nian wihot part of the year when yams and other crop

grow. lit. "new time'Aexprmet ramerou nekaugan appart of

the year where days are long, lit. "the sun passes through the gree

empty space".

sun n propnet

sunshinen nemankat

surgeonfishnty (Acanthurus triosyeljuselekkind of.

swagn katipafor carrying on one's back, usually when returning
with the crop from the garden.

orm . . .
swamp harriern kweria asyCircus approximans

weetexpmowanihin rawyladir a BAddj@wanhiwyfrom
'NOWANIHIN RAWYT",
in A sweet potatonk 0 | ® i

swellvasisEx.: Nalemak ramasis. ~ My leg is swelling.
igwelling nnasisan
igwiftlet (generic termywukelekel

swimvakEx..Ta | ®nhai
going to swim in the sea.
nswallenadjnasi<Ex.: Natepak renasis. ~ | ate enough.

a WS

u sekai k apa i

village of Lowkweridn kawarfor good harvesEx.: stone for

T



table nnumatiwhata small platform used in villages or nakambdsnamaru kuri. ~ | threw a stone on a digno a stick. clarU.

to keep food out of reach of dogs and cats.
taboo placen ikawsimwhere magic stones are, from "iken
rawsim".
Tahitian chestnutn nawuk(Inocarpus fagddible fruits. Water
infusion is given to women to make them give birth to a girl.
cf/NASUNAN'.
tail (inalienablejnepik
take vosEXx.: Sekos foto taham. ~ | wilkke your picturd las
Ex.:Las taham! ~ Take it, it is yours!

Atake a photovos fotoEx.:1 ak ol k ®i k ®i
would like to take your picture.

Atake a picturevos fotoEx.:l ak ol k ®i k ®i
would like to take your picture.
talk nnakharan
Tannan propl enisland.

A Tanna fruit-doven wipek(Ptilinopus tanngnsis
taro n kepia(Alocasia macrorfhizo$ Fiji. Ann e (Calocasia
esculehtaater t., t. oBamoa.
Tauarakenn propl auarakelfit. "True mountain”. Name of hill
close to L®nakel
teachvatukunEx.: lamatukun kompiuta apa Lowanatom. ~ |
teaching computer classes at Lowanatom.
teacherniatukun
tearvhapuif the people acting are more than bmepu' is used
insteadeEx.:.l amw®n apa | ® nekin n

mo

m

napen. ~ | went working to the garden and | tore my cldthes.

haipuonly if the people acting are more than orieaet!'. Ex.:
Kamhaipu nma sia la katar min. ~ We will split our leaf of
coconut tree in twdeaves of coconut tree are easily splitin t
middle, for example when making M£ L, and the proverb
uses this image to speak about people, who are leaving ea

®n | k®r .

Ex..l amho ni nek |

thumb npis asul
thunder n kalwalwa

Ti plant (generic ternynumanarwiCordyline frutizdsdeaves
are used to wrap certain kinds of laplap. It is a general name for
the many cultivars of Cordyline fruticosa distinguished in local
language. Sometimes planted close to tombs as thigitgng
plant symbolizes the everlastingAifer e m rniCordyline
fruticoydark purple color form. Used in local custom as a sign of
dhe tblagk"damilies gnd @ decorate jtheir kava during customary
ceremoniegin numanarwiu asw¢Gordyline frutiyésa of
h 'NUMANARWVIG' With gairenwneaves.arejoften fdun the interior
of the island. It is used for fabricatiornn' grass skirtgin
nal i s(Cordylinenfiutipsal of NUMANARWIU'. Its leaves
are put into the ground withA U H'1yams when planted in
order to foster good growthn nalis keika(Cordyline frutizosa
kind of'NUMANARWIU'. Its leaves are put into the ground with
'KELAKA' yams when planted in order to foster good grdwth.
k o wi a(Cofdylime frutitosd colorform. Used in local
custom as a sign of the "red" families and to decorate their kava
during customary ceremonies.

atitk nkur numanawitaparasite.

tide nrenetam akeat its maximumAn renahama mowas its
minimum.An ranakahamdescendindin renakanetanrising.

tie beamn kamaloawin
e ey kani mahapu tahak

Atime of peacen neproulegendary period of peace before the
period of wars and division of the islan&ktowi A M£ and
'NE MR UK'Ehans.

Sired vnapatto be.Ex.: Inapau. ~ | am tired.
LHitan triggerfish nnapau(Balistoides viridgscens

a

other. It is used ifigurative speech when saying goodbye aftefo0 partapalocativeEx.: lakan apa Ituga, apa imaim asul. ~ 1 go to

meetings or when leaving each other after having walked
together. Can be even used to speak about a divorce.

Atear offvakeawith teeth, e.g. peel of frix..Ak e s n
paha! ~ Tear off the skin of pat@onut with your teeth.
tell veniEX.: Senia ma io nases. ~ | am not pbibr:One
cannot say | am poor."
testicle nnowier
text nnaraian
thanks (from English: thank you} ® ndf'NAMEHWAU 1 ¢
TWINEK NASES.".
that prorun not far awayladva over there.
thereadvken arclose to here.

Athere isexpmpa ikelEx.Lawanu k®r apa

There is a village somewhere here, it is close.

Athere it isexpin apa
they prorilarall. Aprori | thele Apronilautwo.
thief niakela
thing nnar
think, that (inalienable)neki rahmo méex.: Nekik rahmo ma
iarames k®r r amol namesan
because of a demon.
third numol kesel
thirsty vawawde.Ex.: Nu renekapa lawanu, naramim
kamaiwawa. ~ There is no water anymore in the village, pe
are thirsty.
this prorek Aadvek
three days agadwihikesel

throw vatkinEx.: Nakou ramatkin suk. ~ Nakou threw a spea
on a birdAvarua compact object, such asomst cfHO'. EX.:

[

ltuga, to the principal nakamal.

tobaccon takapgNicotiana $gultivated as cashcrop of minor

importance.

todayadit a w® k

tomorrow advtalauk

tongue nname body part.

too advmenalsoEx.: lo men. ~ Me too.

toLoth (inalienableynaly

topf(inalienable)twi- Ex.:treetop ~ twineladvleson the.

torch nnesia

touch viapEx.: lamasiapan nar un! ~ I am not touching it!

foy ndigy kamawgis it thing qvigh which one plays”.

tra-la-laintery ® i | ® meaningless syllaliles used in some local

songs.

translatevhuapraEx.: lamhuaprai ipen to Tom. ~ | am

translating for Tom.

trap nnasekein form of a basket, to catch shhérds or sea
 nl§Etheifugile teee”,isqft) e 5 -

creatures.
tgee (geperig terpy peikAn rpr
wood.An nek meidead, dryAn nekariagCerbera odoldrnmking
tea made from the bark of this tree will induce diafkhea.
noumerelAcalypha grahdignking the juice of its crushed
leaves eases stomachache. Its hard wood is used to make beams
construction of houses. Its fruit is used by kids as pellets for

blowguns made from thin hollow bamboo sfakiahal ket
(Aidia graeffedible fruit. Wod is naturally fire resistant. Before
the use of metal, its curved branches were used to hang saucepar
irover the fireAnn i (Burckella oboyatiible fruits. Its hard wood

is used for constructiorn naknau(Acalypha yfamily of

several specie§shrubsAn kakilfamily of several trees. Their

7

D

leaves are applied on the circumcision wound during the first days



after dTEMAHWA', Its branches are placed under the mats of|
circumcised boys as a sorkefUGA'. An nuahweSterculia
vitiensigruits are edibldn nafa(Alphitonia zizyphoitiasd wood
species used for constructions. Its branches are frgraxtial
(Aidia graeffbiard wood. Branches are made into short pegs|
'NOWATEPLEPEL that holds the outriggers of traditional esab
nnouhialag apadmported species, which took its name from
local treéNOUHIALAG '. An numaluperindigenous species. Its
name was also given to the Christmas tree, which is an intr
specieshn sita(Melia azedargiodigenous species. Shares thef
same name with tt&TA' tree but is smaller in stature. It has
whiteblue flowers. An infusion made from its leaves is used
palliatively for post stroke patients. Its flowering signals the
to catch the flying fistn nalimala tuaintroduced species,
which took its name from the indigenbusIMALA"' because of
the similarity of their leavég.napakalintroduced speciefn

toenstruction of houseln namel(Acaciapiriorbispecies with
very hard wood used for construction of housesawan
(Syzgium sppecies with very hard wodd nesipukspecies, lit.
"excrement of pig". When pigs make the village dirty with their
excrements, the fruit of this treehi®tvn at them in order to
ward them off and make them defecate in the jlagielwalwa
8 (Meryta neoeblidfmecies, lit. "thunder". Used to create the
thunder in rairmaking An nauruspeciesn nawula aluk
bdMeadranga)speciesin nawula ape(Macaranga)speciesin
nahuaspeciesin nekelha afw(Breynia distichpg®ciesin
kastarapel apspeciesin nakaiuGeissois denhameicieshn
namakCordia subcorpspaciesdnn a r @illenia biflgra
tispecieshn kawytaregrespecieshn nekiauspecieshn napateker
nekspeciesdn namel keke(Acacia simplepecieshnn e s ®s ®
nawukspecieshnn a i (Brythrina 9specieshn nakal
(Dysoxylum bijuyyspeciesAn nawyl(Euodia Spspecies. A plant

nowaigintroduced species. Children use its fruit to paint their that representbite peopl e of L®t aker en,

faces. Probably frolmowa-' - fruit and "ink"- from English
referring to its pigmenin makoniintroduced species. Hard
wood used in construction of hougdlssitaintroduced species.
Its hard wood is used for construction. It has white floders.
naknau awiwafcalyphaits leaves are put on the
circumcision wound on the second dayacfR'. The babies firg
stool is also wiped with this lekfnaknau pwiAcalypha ¥jis
leaves are put on the wound after circumcisitmus.
nekiaper(Elattostachylsdshits wood is used to make boss.
nektuarits wood is used to make bows. In family with

'T EK RE K M£'Ndm kek merdiving, greenin nekelhdBreynia
distichalanted near houses as a protection against black®m
nnik (Cordia dichotppraduces small sticky fruit often eaten |
pigeons and flying foxes. Its bark is boiled or is infused in W

decorate the kava during ceremofiesatuar(Dysoxylum rujum
species. After circumcision when the boys are allowed to eat
ordinary food again, the skintlois tree is mixed with dry
coconut. The boys use this to wash themselves to deter evil
spirits. Once done, the boys can eat regular foodAgain.

t nulagerspecies. Circumcised boys strip off the leaves from its

branches and use the branches to scraithhtrad as touching
their head during a certain period after the circumcision is
prohibited An nepiaw tua(Pisonia grandisecies. Fish is
wrapped with these leaves before cooking, then the two are
cooked and eaten togeth&riamormorspecies. Fro its

abianches pipstems are madén katenspecies. Hard wood is

ycarved into canoe&n neprouspecies. Hard wood is used to
aterve canoedn nigat(Pouteria yppecies. Hard wood used for

and drank to ease headaches, stomachaches and dianitrea| constructionAn natan(Myristica fajspecies. Hard woatsed
(Tabernaemontanapsgc. with leaves eaten with cocohut. for construction. It is also used to makekheuGA' head

nal u l(Scefflera neeebudjapér)es found often in coastdl rests An namihewespecies. Hard wood used for making

areasfn nalulu (ikpatspecies found often in the hills of inland boardsAn nawula pekarifMacaranga)species. Hard wood used
areasfn namulaspecies giving small red fruit. The fruit skin [sin construction of all parts of hou8e kako(Hernandia

sticky on the inner surface and is used by girls to make facipihymphadidio(?) species. In order to make the hair grow well, its
decorationsin kaulapasgpecies ofiim'. The fruit is consumed | branches are crushed and rubbed into the hair before wAshing.
with salt. Eating it is encouraged in pregnant women. HowevegpkapePisonia umbelljfgpacies. It is used to summon rain.
women should avoid eating it after delivery and up until the [blbygrated skin is added into the fodder of piglets to help them

is able to walldn napek tuaspecies oNAPEK' with yelbw or grow well. Its fruits contains a sticky liquid that is slathered in
whitish leavedin nekatuspecies of familwAWIGEN'. Its wood is| large quantities around plants like taro to protect them from fruit
used for constructions of hous&snaseg{Ficus waysaecies eating birds as the birds get glued to theAstit.e k r e k m®n e |
used during ceremony'eAUR' (circumcision) where men hang species. Its bark is toxic for fishes. It is grated and thrown into
on its branches reed leaves which were used byuhec@ed | tide pools when fishing. FamilyngkTUAN'. Ann a p ®

boys as towels after ritual baths. The tree is then burned at|tifEseuderanthemispsgies. Its branches are used as traditional
end of theNASES ceremony. Its bast is used as a tourniquet | sticks for theNASAL dance. The plant has several medicinal
during circumcision. Its leaves can also be eaten raw with coossufin namarnspecies. Its crushed leaves are applied on skin
meatAnk e | i(Garciria pseudogyttfereies with edible fruft] incisions made by the local healers as a way to heal certain
nnepanspecies with edible frulta kakacspecies with edible | diseasedn nagaspecies. Its fruit is split and the nuts are

fruit. An nekalakgPouteria yppecies with edible frukin nakuka | consumeddn nuahwa tan(Sterculia banksjapacies. Its fruits
(Bischofia javagrspacies with hard wood used for constructionar consumed by pigedhE L U | OH N BMomngPRISIN live
housesAn nelspedes with hard wood used for construction of in its trunk. Its bark is used to make'khgAwuT' belts for the
housesAn kataupekespecies with hard wood used for 'NEKOWIAR' ceremonyAnn a n e m(Riptutus argentspicies.
constructionsin nekpai(Syzgium ygpecies with hard wood Its grated bark is applied on infected wounds especially #tose th
used for house constructidm.nekpinapDiospyros fersgeecies| came from animal bites. Its leaves are used to cover the fresh
with hard wood. Piecesitsf wood cut out from its trunk are | circumcision wound. &AUR'. Ann a n e mw i (Ripturusp e n
chewed to make teeth stroAgnisapspecies with hard wood. | argenteus €pecies. Its grated bark is placed on infected wounds
Traditionally hair combs are cut of its wdachekfitu and on wounds from animal bitsnaner(Ficus adenosperma
(Elattostachys falspiecies with hard wood. Used for species. Its grated bark is used to treat wolimdsmilo

constructions. Large chunks of its bagkused as plates to
prepare and cook theA K £ wAlaplap. Its grated bast is adde
to pigs fodder so that they grow whilkaulikspecies with hard
wood. Used to make handles of axeskandL ' for planting
taro'N E T'£An nekesspecies with seegioducing red pigment
that is used for painting faces and Bainamiahyspecies with
soft wood. Used to make boardisnapuagFagraea ceildnica

(Glochidico napsifecies. Its hard wood is used for beams in

dconstruction of houses and to make fences for arkmalsyula
pekam ape(Macaranga)gpecies. Its hard wood is used t@ena
roofs of housedn tera(Excoecaria agal)epezies. Its latex is
put on sores and cuts from corals and sea urBhimslLik

and back of people who justovered from a long period of

species with very durable wood, resisting to decay. Used fo

r being bedridden and still have difficulties with walking.

species. Its leaves are heated over the fire and placed on the joint:



newirouspecies. Its leaves are stinging. Young leaves are uséibe nn e mr ore ®fitheniko’, traditional tribes of TannA.
against mice in houses and are put on places where they | nk o wi zone®@f theniko', traditional tribes of Tanna.
commonly pass. It is said that the moukget their paws triggerfish (generic termynuwig nawul{Balistoides)sp.
burned and will feel so much pain that it will chew them off qﬁ let nmwi | mw ithree newboms.

eventually didn nauhspecies. Its leaves are used to wrap freshly . i tritonds nai (Ch :
caught shrimps. The appearance of its flowers announces 5%” on's frumpet nnaiu(Charonia tritgma naiu pwigCharonia

time for planting sweet potatodsnare) (Ficus granajlspecies| rlto@s _ o
Its leaves are used to wrap shark meat cooked in an earth pJEPPifal halfbeakni o w a (Hyparhiamphus dusgumieri
adds flavor to the meat and preserves it for up to three or fquiiruck nloto

daysAn nihla(Semecarpus vilispsisies. Its sap is severely | true adjp a r Aad@aken

irritant to the skin and cses blisters. To prevent this from Atrue mannieramim akegrown up, adult.
happening, one should face the tree and pronounce the namgyly aqvy a r intensifying word.

changing phrase "MIHLA", ik N" - "l am'NIHLA', and you are
N" (where N is the name of the person). WdPRISIN may be noukaren magkof mango tregin noukarerof tree.
found in its trunk. Eating them meguse a skin reaction in .

certain peopldin nywen(Guettarda spefapsaies. Its skinis | futhnnapari @nan

grated, mixed with coconut and fed to pigs so that they becpié valkutdo somethingzx.: lamalkut to nalhekaman. ~ | try to
fat. An nip species. Its stem is cut open and the fiber inside ig light the fire on.

crushed. The liquid is then deadpstrained and dried to get a | tunantiapen

starchy floutike byproduct. This is then mixed with sea watgrturmeric nn ® a r(Guricuma lopgkant, worked into powder

and made into a kind of laplap or pancéesipuarspecies. It§ 'NowANE AMBKN 0 wa n @pice.e k

wood is excellent for makiMURASEKAM. Its fruitis used by | yyrn yhwinEx:Hwi n nepen | ® nekam. -~
kids as pellets for blowrgumade from thin bamboo stalks. | that are in the firdiviko Ex.: Loto ramikopen la mul iken. ~ The
namihew(Melochia odorafeecies. Its wood is used to make al 4y turned left.

part of canoe callédowANEKIATU . The juice from its crushed
leaves is drank to cure fever. An edible mushroom called

X . . X sometimes prepared fERAMIN ARAMARA'.

NEPAWEN NAMIHEW' grows on its trunkdnn a wi ®t a ur _

(Geniostoma ligustrijajpenies. Its wood is used to make tutor niatukunAvahmutEx.: Perawen ek ramahmut tahak kowa.
arrowheads GROWANPARAM. Ank a w i species! Its wood ig ~ 1S woman is tutoring my child.

used to make arrowheadSN@wANPARAM. An tel ketspecies. | twins nmwilmwil

Pigeond £ L feed on its fruitAniapel(Leucaeteucocephala | twitch vaurwhen frightenedEx.: lata ramakhar apam iakatit
species. Quality hard wood. Used for building every part of howisehed when lata shouted aloud.

and to make fences for animéh_sm a i ®wErythnina fugca | two days agoadwiihin

species. Said to come from Anifvet. e k | speties@Soft
wood used for some constructiohsnesekspetes. Spears are U
made from its straight branch&sk a k i | species.@hee {

arrowhead of thelowANPARAM is made from its woodn unable to speak(inalienable)neki rekabe, because of being
namnalspecies. The juice from its skin is added to the food |o$ick or having shouted too muEh.: Kowa ramakhar apam kani
poisoned dogén nouhialagHomalanthus ebracisgeries. The nekin reka. ~ The kid shouted so much that he lost his voice.
juice of its leaves is drank in cases when one gets sick whighuiscle (inalienablejrem father's brothe(inalienabley mera
caused by tH®RAMES spirits because of walking outside durjngother's brother.

the nightAn koupaspecies. Wood is used to make fences forl pig8erworld (ancient termjipaia place where go the spirits of

and cattleAn napweispecies. Wood resistant to fire. Before mef@ deadin propwraua place where go the spirits of the dead.

was used, its curbed branches were used to hang saucepap HHﬁ[)pyva s 0| k ®ibé, 6fisomething that is happening.

the fire.An nepleqPolyscias) species. Young leaves are cooKe, . "not like somethingEx.: |' asol k®i k®i an ma n
and eaten especially in times of famine after a cylslone. ® | y;0 sa that it is rainirig. "I do not like that it is raining".

(Pittospom campbelie entire plant is aromatic. During yam . . . .
planting intdTow, its leaves are burnt inside the pit where ynglform swiftlet nwukeleke{Aerodramus vanikojensis

are planted to ensure good crop. Yams are said to "like" the $ipalllesgeneric term for places up in hills of western Tanna.
of the leave. Drinking an infusion of its boiled bark cures the ¢f'IKPAT". Ex.: lakan apa iles. ~ | am going e@. to Ipai,
'NAMESAN TAHA KAHAU' sicknessn lipag(Ficus sepjitiee inside| LoWkweria etc.

of the apical stem is chewed and the juice is swallowed to tfeat

'NAMTEKETEK . Infusion of its bark is also used to relieve V

stomaqhache._The bfa”C.h.eS are _chewed and _the juic_e SP“_D hﬂéyn naumuddry, without a water stream on the bottom.
protection against evil spiriés nepinaSarcomelicope simplici . .

suksp. nestot)dhe ripening of its fruit signals yam harvest anuatu me.gapodeww ®(Megap9dms layardi

season. Chewing its bark makes the teeth and gum/Atrong. Vanuatu white-eyen kawhiakawhi¢Zosterops flavifrons

(Euodia hortepsis wild form ofNUMA LE NE s'sWonen hold | venomousvakonzbe.Ex.Ra mken kot ®a ma mak ¢
its leafy branches during theses danceAn nawiloawilo the kot®a fish and got poisone
(Gyrocarpus amer)damuis is used for carving candks. Venusn prop< ® w ontewening skn prog- ® t @rkmofning
nameliamePhyllanthus cicoeideds off evil spirits. A small sky.

branch from this tree is worn secretly to protect itsragaenst | jjiage nnowanapaspecial term for parts of village elps

black magic coming from other islads: a white floweringA surrounding a nakamAh lawanuwith locative pref.

nnuwul(Pometia pinjatith small edible fruit, *nakatambol” i vine (generic termytul it refers more precisely to the stem of the

Bislama. . : _
: . . . vine.A(generic termynul refers more precisely to the stem of
A tree heloptropen kapwiaHeloptropium foertheijinfusion the vine An nul awsin(Mikania micranjlzmother name fonuL

]q;?]de from leaves is usediine poisoning by eating a poiSONOYg, xren'. An nul arwowfamily of several species. The stem is

trunk (generic termn o u k a r af coconut tfeeln

turtle (generic termyiauAn nam aramadit. "royal fish",




used to join the arrowhead with a stem of reed when makin
'NOWANPARAM and also as a gengratpose string to attach
things togetheAn nul ifaindigenous specids nul ifainvasie
species which took its name from the indigenous spesies of
IFA". Annul kaselits petioles are chewed and the juice is spit
to the mouth of a dog to make it good in chasing pigs. The |
of the crushed leaves are also added to dog foodtstheea
same effecfn nul metdts stem is heated over the fire to soft
and used as ropes. It hardens after cooling dewripasa
leaves used to cover the circumcision wound. The shape of
leaves looks similar to a kind of yam that bearsnieensane.
The leaves of this vine are placed ofkhweaR' of yams to
obtain good cropn neparem nusimilar toNEPAREM, but its
roots are softer and easier to &atapwil kailspecies with the
same usage as other speciesefviL’. Ann ® i \spediesin

tul pahaspeciesn nul pekanspeciesfnn u | ®pecieshn u
noluspecieshns o uspe@iéshni a r ispecieshnnausyl
specieshnn u | a lspedies. ®tinking the juice from its
crushed leaves cleanses the storBach!lauspecies. Drinking
the juice from its crushed leaves helps ease heallachés.
iawiwerspecies. Drinking the juice from its leaves helps relig
muscular pains. The juice can also be rubbed in areas whe
person is suffering from muscular painaachpsAn nul mera
(Vigna marihapecies. Drinking the juice of its crushed leave
helps relieve stomachaches and blodtingnwakerespecies.
Fruit edibleAn tul pukulpukuspecies. Its green fruit is edible.
is eaten together with thigce from its crushed leaves to treat
cases of undescended testicle in younghays kapwapwua
species. Its leaves are placed on the wound after circureis
tul kawhikspecies. Its leaves are used as fodder for pigs an
cattle. It is first ldidown in the earth oven before adding a la
of banana leaves on tdp.neparenspecies. Its roots are bake
or cooked and chewed in times of famine, such as after a c
It tastes similar to a yam cooked over affireawunspecies. Its
stem iheated over the fire to soften and make it more flexih
for house construction use. The plant is poisonous for fishe
When fishing, the men would hit the tide pools with its crush
end and the toxins released kills the fignespwil merek

i
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gviolet adiamimera epek

virginnn e s ® n ddnpemver Witu"new woman".
volcanon hiaw

olunteern piskopwhite foreigner, humdarian worker of

pyount

rganlzations such as Peace Corps.

vomitv® wEx.:l amamken nauganan

throwing up.

tiertex n siosiowind.

vulvannua

w

wader (generic termyitawarterm used for small birds found on
the beach.

wait vamatargx.: Amatan in io! ~ Wait for me!
walk n naliwokan

Awalk aboutvaliwokEx.: lamaliwok am. ~ | am just walking
about.

Wralking stick nkaseken
8ndering tattlern kakak(Tringa incgna

wantvo | k &x.:lk @k o |
to eat a banana.

warn naluakenan

warmvm®uyp, reheaEx.:l a m®(g
hands.

k®i k ®i ma

nal emak.

owaspn purmat

watchvarepEx.: lamamarep lam. ~ | was watching you.

Ylaternnu
d
4

vi/aterfall nnyia
clone. . o .
watermelonnma r (@itrullus lana}diuit is edible.

|eve prorkatarall, with youRprorkamarall, without youRpron

kathelthree, with youbprorkamhethree, without yolprorkalau

dwo, with youBprorkamlattwo, without you.

Awe areoneexpk at ar withoutdifference, united.

speciedts stem is heated over the fire to soften it and then yisgdathern nian

as ropes in construction of houses and to bind the sugarcar
the garden together to keep the wind from breaking Aaem.
norasspecies. Its stems are used as ropes in construction o
housesmd also to clean piggemsAn nul arwow apespecies.
Same usage '8sL. ARWOW. An nul arwow tuaspecies. Same
usage asiuL ARWOW. Ant u | aspeuies. The bark of the
stem is peeled off and pounded to free the bast. The bast ig
further poundedo release the sap. This is then rubbed onto
skin like a soap. It is also used for the hair as it has conditig
and detangling propertiég¢from English: agriculture)iul
akrikaltsspecies. The entire plant is used to feed domestic
animalsfn napwilspecies. The string made from the peeled
are used to tie the coconut leaves together during fabricatig
traditional roofsfn nul nekenpuluspecies. Used to feed pigs
and cattledn tul aulihiaispecies. Used traditionally as ropés f
parts of a canoe together and for house construdiions.
neparepgEntada phaseoldidedlexible parts are used as strin
to attach yams to poles for transport during customary exch
e.g. thékAUR' ceremony. The dried fruit is used to nrakéng
arm bands for dance. The water found inside the vine is dri
and is used for treating back aches and fovatimus illness.
Its skin is repeatedly hit with wooden stick until it peels off.
Bands of the skin are then used as exceptidnatiy sopes for
house constructiodn nul iowiarer(Mikania micranjliae juice
from crushed leaves is used to treat small wounds and
stomachache. On contact the hair found on the vine stems
irritate the skin of the armpit and also in intimate. &eas
nawuknawuiPycnarrhena ozaoted as ropes for house
constructionsin tul kawkavused to mak& E M£ L U
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&\Bb v petecbe.Ex.: Nihin ramep kani tahak napen rapeteg. ~ It

is raining so my clothes got wet.
weekn nowakarRexpmowakan ethis.
weight nnapekaman

westn pahaalso meaning the west littoral of the island.
Sometimes pronounced as "fa" in composed woldgessA'.

thaeestwardsaff-pahasuffix of verbs.
nigigale n taulai

what's up exprratol
\when advama

ereadvia Ex.: Ramarek ia? ~ Where does he live?
white adjtuanAadjtuanpart of plant names for varieties with
bright yellowcolored leavegx.: white napek ~ napek tuan

White-Grassnprop. ® n k a u g an

gwhitespotted surgeonfishh welag/Acanthurus gutiatus
ang@Re-streaked groupem kuleger(Epinepheius ongus (?)

who pron interrpg® EXP ® h ® an ? ~Apinerdgi® s

g Kk f®2? Who are you?

why advio nateEx.: Sylvano rakan to nata? ~ Why is Sylvano

goneadviarol nataconcerning an action. lit. "what will he do".
Ex.: Sylvano ramakan tarol nata®ylvano is gone to do what?

wife nkokoterm of affection in a couple.

m‘é@d adjiatipenEx.: wild pig ~ kupas tatipekadjrou term
deéscribing a family of plants or used as a part of a plant name for

species that do not give fruits or that are othengisless e.g.

hal
Lfood from yesterday, which was not good anymore, and now | am

seken

t

n

r



'NUIU ROU' or "wild 'Nulu™ a species of pandanus with leaves
appropriate for weaving mats.

wind (generic termynematadhe local culture knows 16
different names of winds. Today, this knowledge is kept onl
few elders and the peeppecialized in weather magie
'IERAM RAMOL NIHIN' and'lERAM RAMOL NEMANKAT'. Seven of
the winds are associated with rain and with the collared kin
'K A WH | "Tthe nine others are associated with dry weather
Polynesian trilléwuLAWULA'. A(ancient termy tokolau tufrom
ENE, brings raind(ancient termjiawakeliawakfrom ESE.
Comes from the direction of the volcano and may bring its
ashesA(ancient termy)luatu amlafrom N, bringing rain, hot.
According to the elders "feeds ¢giheund" so it gives good
harvestA(ancient term) natogafrom NE, brings raind(ancient
term)nluat natogérom NNE, brings rainA(ancient termy)
nasemerfrom NNW. Similar properties 10JATU AMLAI'. A
(ancient term) luatu matufrom NW, bring heavy rail
(ancient termynepelagrom S, not bringing rain. It is cold and

motdsized specieln tamoni(Dioscorea)spidsized speciefn

nufi (Dioscorea)spse specied(from English: rose)ros
(Dioscorea)spse speciefn nalakawu(Dioscorea)spund

y Bgecies, wild and bitter. Its cultivated form is called
'NOWANAWUG'. These are soaked in seawater for several hours
prior to cookingAn nowanen(Dioscorea)spund speciedn
yfiskier(Dioscorea)spund speciedn kelakaDioscorea) small
replong speciednk a t i p {Dioscorea)smmall species similar
to 'KELAKA'". An nalemnuw(Dioscorea)species similar to

'K A U H'l. Arnowanawu(Dioscorea)species similar to
'NALAKAWUG', but cultivated and used for cooking. Exists in
several cultivardn nalak(Dioscorea) species similar to

'KELAKA'. An marum(Dioscorea) species similar toELAKA'. An
nawiaim(Dioscorep) species with long "hairy" tubers.
ConsumedAn saramat(Dioscorea) species, a kind of
'NOWANAWUG'. An neksuka atoa(@ioscorea)speciesin
neksuka melameBioscorea)specieshnn e k s u k a
(Dioscorea)specieshn| ® w i (Dioscorea)speciesin

nal md

comes at time of cleaning of gardens before yams are planfedowanhurefDioscorea)specieshnk a s (Dioscarea)sp.

(ancient termy nepelap arafoom SE. lit. "coldNEPELAP". A
(ancient termy nepelap laluafinom SSE. Aald wind.A(ancient
term)nn e p e | a from SSWA(andienttermyi a p u  k
from SWA(ancient term)nasemari péiom W.A(ancient term
ntokolaufrom W. If it comes after tHAWAKELIAWAKEL ', it
means a rain is to be expechgdncient term) naruatifrom
WSW, brings showelgancient term) paifrom WSW An siosio
spinning, eddy.

wing (inalienablejnalem

winter nnian awaeold part of the year when yams and other
crop are consumed. lit. "old tim&k.nowanalulumoreprecisely
the part of year, when days are sBexprmet ramerou nekaugd
areparepart of the year where days are short, lit. "the sun p
through the small empty space”.

with prepd EX.:l amken nam n® nuw.

woman (generi¢derm)n perawern peran wecf PERAWEN wi. A
nperan awdfirst wife of a man, that remarried. Synonym of
'PERAN AUPAN and'PERAN AWOTISEG. An peraihgegieneric term
for married women of a family, e.g. wife, sistew, ..An
perawen wsecondvife after death of the first one or after a
divorce An peran awotisesynonym ofPERAN AUPAN and
'PERAN AWAS. An peran aupasynonym ofPERAN AwAS and
'PERAN AWOTISEG. An perawen wyoung, not yet marrien
peraswagoung.

wood nnek medry.An nekmaterial.

work (from English: work) wok A(from English: work)ol wok
except for gardening.'a6uM. Ex.: Dokta ramol wok lak. ~ The
doctor is treating mét. "working on me"Avasumin garden.
Ex.: Ramakan tarasum. ~ He went to worggdrden.
worsenrtat epek

write varaiEx.: Kowa ramarai tahan naua apa la sekul. ~ Ch
writing to his notebook at school.

writing nnaraian

l

Y

yam (generic termynuw (Dioscorea)gim nowanawug iatipen
(Dioscored Bpnuw aswaDioscorea)$pairy" and small
specieshn nuw asu(Dioscorea)$pairy" speciedn kataina
(Dioscorea)$pairy”, wide and not very long spedes.uw sua
(Dioscorea)$pg species from midetish A(from English:
Africa)n afreka(Dioscorea) smported small species, said to co
from Africa.A(from Bislama) salamon(Dioscorea) smported
specieshn togoa(Dioscorea) $p species imported from
TongoaAn nampi(Dioscorea)$png and soft specidgfrom
English: long) log (Dioscorea)s$png imported speciehn kuras
(Dioscorea)$png species similar'toe wi N'UAMk a u h i ®

specieshn neksuka tua(Dioscorea) speciesin namio(Dioscorea
sp) specieshn nowanininmata(Dioscorea) speciesi(from
Epglish: dackyt s (Dibscorea)specieshn talipasgDioscorea
sp) specieshn namwio(Dioscorea) specieshn nuw wi(Dioscorea
sp) term for nonrtraditional species on Tannanckv ASWAS An
nuw awagDioscorea)sprm for species traditionally grown on
Tanna, including A U HY, 'BIILU", 'NOWANHUREK' and
'KELAKA'. Ann a r a wDioscorea)s@ry large species
indigenous to Tanna. Its sacred stoa@AR' is in Lowkweria,
where this yam is considered to be th®masy ancestor of the
local peoplefn milu (Dioscorea)sry long and soft specids.
(from Bislamay) autlou(Dioscorea)sfery long species with tiny
oots, "hairy", originates from the Pentedbstowiaim
aﬁf?osscorea)srmld species.

yawnvkamoag feEx.: Us e
mqenar%é[‘age tat.2 lIatJ ma

L
yawns.

yearnnuwfrom the word for yam'NUW'. As the name for the
year, the traditional names of months too are derived from the
princpal yam planting activities throughout the year.
yellow adjawhia

Avyellow-lipped sea kraitn tagalugLaticauda coluBrina
yesnawa
yesterdayadvenaw
you prorik Aprorkamiarall. Aprork a mthraelAprorionik to, for. A
prorkamilauwo.

Ayou aloneexpiik pesen am

A you took me down from the nases treg@ncient termgxpr
namehwau io le twinek natraglitional phrase by which a person
was receiving a gift. It is not in common use anymore. The
' QSES tree symbolizes poverty ghds the sense of the phrase
s, that the person receiving a gift is not poor anymore. As the
language does not include any term for "thank you", this phrase is
probably its closest equivalent.
youngsternuswas

your proriaham

I

ﬁ}ras%g)el n lenaw menapau kani
did Wt $1ep 185t ¥t M is tired and

h

me

(Dioscorea)$png specied(from Bislamay) wailu(Dioscorea)sp



aluk adjlight of weightAadjsimplee.g. a task.

Netwar am advjustAadvonly
-am- affinf. of continuous tensex.. Taw®k i amar ek a
A Lowanatom, mero aupani ken i am:
am |living in Lowanatom, but be

aadvhatover ther.e. ) ] | -am(am)- affinfix marking continuous tense.
afr.eka(from English) yam(Dmscorea)smported small SPECIES. amam:- affinf. of past tense, contiousEx.. Taw®k i amar
sa|olltocomefromA_fr|ca. Lowanatom, mero aupani ken i am:
afwil adjSpOtterf fruit and trees. am | i vin g in Lowanato m, but b ¢
agenvafraidbe, in transitive form followed by suffv'. Ex.: amapvbewaregay attentiorkEx.: Amap nekava! ~ Beware of the
lamagenin kuri. ~ | am afraid of dogs. kava!
agiv@moye.g.apartEx.Sakagi ®n. ~ | aamat@neianBx.: Amatanénnoj] ~oWaibr me!
myself. a m®&hkungrybe.Ex_.Nasuman ramtat, nar a
ahanvstop fallineof rain.Ex.: ramahan ~ the rain stopped The harvest was bad, people are hungry.
ahmut vitutor Ex.: Perawen ek ramahmut tahak kowa. ~ Thi§ amhavbreastfeebe, used of childreBx.: Kowa ramamha la
woman is tutoring my child. tahan mama natepun renasis. ~ The child drinks milk of his
ahuvcookEx.:l amahu nar wyt k®r . [-mother anthhisheigwell roupdecs o met hi ng
good. amig v breathEx.: leram ramamig. ~ An asthmatic person.

Aahu akryvburnof food made directly in fifEx.:N e t ® | amigamigvbreathlesbe.Ex.: lamamigamig. ~ | am breathless.
ramahu akry. ~ The taro is burnt. amimeraadjgreen

A ahu atinvburntof food prepared in a saucefx. Rais A amimera aken(ancient termydjblue
ramahu atin. ~ The rice is burnt. A amimera epekadjviolet
a h ww@dintones face. ¢dfiAHWE L'ABK.:l nen r amh mvlE B Bx:-Nakamnum ni ®n mero r a
tahan peraswas. ~ Mother is painting the face of her daugh e drlnkl good?
aiviunEx:Sakai mw®n apa ir®. A- f hith Ini Bkt £ thdh Spa R Spl i -
?la:rhet:c;nav%Ex.. Ramai to nian kywer. ~ He is hawigrhea asul ~ I go to Ituga, to the principal nakafelve somewhere,
o_lr< as _ouEr .a%/s. | ®nhai Kai k onlgwn infix-Am-'. Ex laman la Ten. ~ | live on Tanna.
al .VS\;V'm X ?h nhatu sekal a P Baniaw v Brbiddénbe’ EQ NE\ m Kanfafhi8w K3rfla to nos&n™
going to swwp In the sea. . nek mer. ~ The people have forbidden us tq coll ct firewood.
ailvstencEx:Namai | am | ® twiau nianGd A Mook Ahsdhtdba Satap f flauk,
~ You are standing on a turtle, but you are searching one tq _ | will see you tomorrow,
spearsearching something which is just in front. ) Py . - ;
akaik@Ex:sakaik® ~ Atnecassatdbe.h a e;)%-aakﬁ{n%x of future tense (not nedE)x.: tarapakhar ~ he will
Ex.:t ana kai k® - bt ois e g gl s iodativbEX Adkan Al tuga, apa imaim asul. ~ 1 go
akak adjshiny to ltuga, to the principal nakamal.
akapanadjhot Ex.: nu akapan ~ hot water Aapaikenexpihere iEx.Lawanu k®r apa i ke
akelav steathieve Ex.: Kokomin kamaela in patem tahak There is a villagwmewhere here, it is clobexprexist
nem®nek. ~ The kids have st ahfafond! my f owl
akemvrun awax.: Kowa ramataken nuwig kuwel kani make-'Hpam affinfix of future tense (not neaBx.: tarapamakhar ~
~ The kid broke a mug and ran away. he will be speaking
aken adweaIAad.vtrue _ | apamapamadielongated
akesvtear offwnh teeth, e.g. peel of fr_lEIx..A kes ni @ %pagvr%e{'\‘/eﬁlso in the sense of not doing sometfErg.
~ Tear off the skin of paha coconut with your teethhave lakapasienian napuk. ~ | don't want to sing.
oneselfEx.: Iam'c?kes numa min nulek. ~ I am shaving mysel elvsleerEx.: lamapel tat lenaw. ~ | slept badly yesterday.
akharvspealEx..namakhar, tarapakhar ~ you are speaking %%enadjblackEx.:m® nek rapen Aadblbckparcok r o
will speak _ plant names for varieties with red or dalored leaveEx.:

A akhar apamvshoutEx.: lata ramakhar apam iakaut. ~ N : :

. |akest|I apen blaéikestil
twitched when lata shouted aloud. iemt kermdjbrown
akoakov callfowl when feeding thefix..Ra ma k o a k o d Fpl @Xe akapi ®n wy t ~ 1t sme
min. ~ He is calling the hens to feed them. Aa p i ®msmélmdEx:Nauganan | enaw r el
akonav poisonede.Av poisonoube.Avvenomoube.Ex.: The food from yesterday smells already bad.
Ramken kot ®a mamakto®@a .f i~s Hea Aaéf R@ IigdodEx Rakapi ®n wyt -
poisoned. '
alalauvspinheadEx.: Tahak kahapa ramalalau. ~ My head Isap!nap adidark .
spinning. apitavbetterbe.Ex.Net ® r awyt mapita nep

alemusvpluckdeplumeEx.:Sakal emus kI ®pl
nahunu. ~ | will pluck this little bird and eat it as nahunu.
alepesvfart without making nee.Ex.: Salepesan! ~ Don't fart!
al vi@yhEx.Ramal i ®I kam i o. H
aliwok vwalk abouEx.: lamaliwok am. ~ | am just walking
about.

alkut viry do somethingex.: lamalkut to nalhekaman. ~ | try t
light the fire on.

aluvspadaigthe earthEx.Na man kamai | u
kani neperawen kamar ®wi n
while the women are pulling out rodisdeafbe.Ex.: lakalu. ~

a

n qhake jokes piothedy Us &

W3 yan. ek meken
apusvdrunkbe, feel the effects of kava or alcohol. If used in

context of kava, the word has usually no negative meaning and is
eften ugeg gsraspoliget quastion, when asking a person if he did
feel well the effects of his kaka.: Namapus lenaw apa imaim o
kapa. ~ Did you feel the kava effects yesterday at nakamal, or
pnot?

Aapus k adiunkbe, he@vily. lit. "be so dkuthat one
ges Nis@ampas's An@nraghronism used sometimes today to
adiaig Pue K@aimd
~ Yesterday, that buddy got badly drlinKhe was so drunk

| am deaf.



that he had lost his nambas". An anachronism used sa@neti
today to make jokes of others.

apwav baldbe.Ex.: Renapwa. ~ He is baltetaded.
araivcutEx.: lamarai nek. ~ | was cutting the woldwrite
Ex.: Kowa ramarai tahan naua apa la sekul. ~ Child is writin
his notebook at school.

arapadjcold Ex.: Kamarap. ~ It is cold.

araparapv feverhave Ex.: lamaraparap. ~ | have a fever.
aregvclosecEx.: Kamareg la nima. ~ The house is closed.
arekvlive be aliveEx.: Remen ramarek ena? ~ Your father is
still livingAv staysomewhereEx.: lamarek ikerk. ~ | live here
arepvwatchEx.: lamamarep lam. ~ | was watching you.
arhapekvaskEx.: Ramarhapek to nategam. ~ He is asking f
your name.

arkelvbreakby hitting or bendindex.: lamarkel nek mer to
nekam. ~ | am breaking dry wood for fire.

armik vsleeptalk Avsomniloquoube.Ex.: Tahak perawen
ramarmik lapen patem. ~ My wife speaks when asleep eve
night.
arouvpayEx..Sakar ou
pay a cow in Whit€rass.
aruvblesdraditional "blessing" given IBRAMARA' in nakamal.
Ex.: kamaru nuw ~ blessing of new ydwsirowa compact
object, such as a ston€Hcf.. Ex.: lamamaru kuri. ~ | threw a
stone on a dog.

aruita vknock dowrby throwing a compact object, such as a
stone. cfHOITA". Ex.: lamaruitamagk k ®r | a ko
knocked down a mango from a branch with a skefieock
downsomebody with ones' fist, but only from amidst of seve
peopleEx.:l amarui ta | ako | ® neki
lako with my fist from amidst of other men.

arupala talutan gameplayers jump on one leg around small
wooden sticks following the beat of the song "Arupa la talut
and try to pick up one by one all the sticks. The winner is th
who manages to pick up all of them without falling or withoy
one sliping out of his hands.
arwin vshoota bow, a rifle et&x.: |
am firing a rifle.

as-...-an affnegative pref. and sux.: rasmatakan ~ not (well)
cooked

as...-ananaaffnegative pref. and suff. meaning "not ¥et'.
lasamomanana. ~ | did not drink yet.

asakvscreanof birds.Ex..K|1 ®p | ®p en r amas
screaminddv cry Ex.: Taham kowa ramasak. ~ Your child is
crying.

asanenvstrongbe, of a person, taste &fg.: takapa rasanen,
ieram rasanen ~ strong tobactmrgy man

a s e pvea®omething together with cocortix.:1 a ma s €
nepen. ~ | am eating a banana with a coconut.
asiavshineEx.: Mawuk ramasia, kamap wyt am suatu. ~ Thg
Moon is shining, so we see well the road.

asisvswellEx.: Nalemak ramasis. ~ My leg is swelling.
asitu v helpto. Ex.: Ramasitu lak to ninatinan nakharan. ~ He
helps me to learn the local language.

asol k®i kuRhiaapybe, ai aomething that is happenin
lit. "not like somethingEx.:1 as ol k ®i k @inep.n-1 m
am sad that it is rainidi. "I do not like that it is raining".
asuladijbig

asumvworkin gardenEx.: Ramakan tarasum. ~ He went to
work in garden.

aswasadjsmallEx.: kuri aswas ~ small dog, puppy
atagelvcoughhave aEx.: Kowa ramatgel mero rakamus. ~
The baby coughs as it is sick.

atakenvbreaksomethingEx.: lamataken tahak nemanahga. -
have broken my bow aborta child Ex.: Ramataken naren. ~
She aborted her chilliloseEx.: lamataken tahak nau. ~ | ha
lost my knife.

kuri mat au k®

amar win kop

matalapagvopena bag, a bask&bx.: Atalapag taham karem

mel asi pen nar k®r. ~ Open youl

it.

atauvcastrat€&x.: lawilu taratau tahan kupas. ~ lawilu will
gdastrate his pig.

atawol vdo what, question concerning an action:

Namatawol? ~ What are you doing?

atekvplantseeds or little planBx..Lenaw i amsi pan

nasuman matek kapus. ~ Yesterday | went to the garden to plant
cabbagelv harpoorto. Avspeato, afish during fishing with a
spearEx_CNamai |l am | ® twiau n® mam
You are standing on a turtle, but you are searching one to spear.
prsearching something which is just in front.
A atek towexpplant yamway of planting yams into slopes of

‘Tow'".

atektekvignoreonly exists in negativi.knownot, only exists

in negativeEx.: lamatektek ma tarawa. ~ | did not know that he
ywould come.

atkel vdividethings or peopldx.: lamatkel nowanima tahak to
I pidatarawa mapel iken.u- ¢ eanndividing my howsgé tb hake place
for my brother.

atkin vthrow Ex.: Nakou ramatkin suk. ~ Nakou threw a spear

on a bird.

atuatu v straighiex.: nakharan ratuatu ~ good speech, lit.

"straight speech”

atukun veducatdx.: Ramatukun kokomin apa lawanu. ~ He is
taking tare of-a gdod education of village Aid$.0WEX.:

Atukun ton io! ~ Show mdy teachEx.: lamatukun kompiuta
rapa Lowanatom. ~ | am teaching computer classes at
lbowamaama n . I knocked down
auganveatEx.: Renaugan ita. ~ He has already eaten.
augenvflowerof any tree except banana tregukf. Ex.:
h'Magko renaugen. ~ The mango tree is already flowering.
e auneann beforein time, abbPAUPANIKEN'. An onceabbr.
t'AUPANIKEN".

aupanikenn beforein time.An once
Waur@ivitcHwheh flightenedEx.: lata ramakhar apam iakaur. ~ |
twitched when lata shouted aloud.

ausekvdrybe.Ex.: Napen renausek. ~ Clothes are already dry.
ausitvnoisemake. cfoL KALWAS. Avshow offEx.: Kowa

ramakhar apam memausit. ~ The kid is shouting and showing off.

utlou (from Bjslamay) yam(Dioscorea)sery long species with

A iy roots, "fRairy*, Srigidat®s from the Pentecost.

awanyes
awaivscrapEx. T®h ® r amho i o i akeawai
sea has thrown me and | have got scraped by disttine sea
it ' n
awasadjancieniadjold of a thing.
P awawav thirstybe.Ex.: Nu reneka apa lawanu, naramim
kamaiwawa. ~ There is no water anymore in the village, people
are thirsty.
awhakvprayEx.:Se k a wh a k
to the church.
J-awhia adjyellow
aawk@r{/eﬁdud}‘be.Ex.: Renawker. ~ It is enough.
awotav sit Ex.: wukelekel iawata ~ swallow that sits down

A awota apa lahawxpmpurificationlit. "sit down”. Rial
everyday washing of young boys after circumcision ‘@atrg
in villages in hills, where boys would go down to the sea or rivers
to wash themselves.'ofVOTA APA LE NU.

A awota apa le nwexprpurificationlit. "sit down to water".
Ritual eveiday washing of young boys after circumcision during
- IKAUR' in villages on the seashore, where boys would go washing
themselves to the seaAgfOTA APA LAHAU'.

Swotawotaadjround

apa | ® ni ma a

awotisegv follow Ex.: Awotiseg in io! ~ Follow métonpfter



awravdistributeAvsharehingsEx.:l a ma wr a
am sharing bread with my brother.

awsim adjholy Aadjsaint

pr ®t

E

® g a gliokhforEx.:.l am®gasi n
®i uliatell liesEx.Na m®i u a!

ek prorthis Aadvthis

® k wiig outEx.:Per awe n
opening an earth oven.
el vpickfruit. Ex.: Ramel magko. ~ He is picking mangos.
Ael nem taha vknock dowrlit. "pick somebody's
breadfruit" Avstriketo headEx.:l a mar ou m®nek
k®r , maho a in me | nem t alf
grabbed a stick, | threw it on the chicken and | knocked it d
emaivchewfood, kava, etEx.:.l o i ame mai ne
is me who chews the kava today.

I
€

nam.
You

ram®ku nowa

® mavkjive birthEx.Tahak perawen ram
wife is delivering right now.

enivtell Ex.: Senia ma io nases. ~ | am not pbibr.One
cannot say | am poolspealEx.:E n i m®r ek an

slowly.

A eni napukvsingEx.: Naramim kamaeni pak. ~ People ar¢

singing.

epvfall of rain.Ex.: ramep ~ it rains

epekpartcomparative particlEx.: rawyt- rawyt epek ~ good
better

epenadviar awawery, much further thaisau'.

® p i a®moldyonly about food. ¢HAL'". Aadjrottenonly about
food. cfHAL'.

erovlistenEx.: lo iamero ik namakhar. ~ | am listening to wh
you are sayindvhearEx..l amer o k|l ®pl ®pen
bird. Avfeeleffects of kava, lit. "heaEXx.: lamero nekava. ~ |
feel the kava.

etaivstareat,for a long timeEx.: leram a rametatai lak!
man is staring at me.

®u watespecially while making nose: 1 n
It was him, who farted.
®wavomitEx.:l a ma mk e n

ramo®eu

nauganan hd

food from yesterday, which wed good anymore, and now | 1Ny

throwing up.

® w ivpull out rootawhen preparing a gardening grodd.
Naman kamailu apa | ® nasum
~ Men are spading the garden while the women are pulling
roots.

F

f ai f sseghr®an(Saccharum sgroduced species with
slight green skin.

f ®@oninterrohoEX.:1 k f ®7? Who are
F ®t unkramiorning staln prop/enuson morning sky.

f i ®tnhzwana tre@Musa spspecies from Vietnam.

F o r ® pognountainold name for thETUKOSMERA mountain.
foto (from Englishj photo

Fr®re min taha NmpoWwathe® ofahe
Sacred Heareligious congregation.

y

A

G

gep ncoconut tre¢Cocos nucjfepecies producing small and
tender nuts. The husk of youngis eaten.

H

it is usuall
# Der s &

haipwvtepronly K the peoplé acting are more than one.

cf/HAPU'". Ex.: Kamhaipu numa sia la katar min. ~ We will split

our leaf of coconut tree in tweaves of coconut tree are easily

split in the middle, for example when makimgm £U, and the

proverb uses this image to speak about people, who are leaving

each other. It is used in figurative speech when saying goodbye

af@rthedtify® df wherbleafing éachfothdr afterthaving walked

Yogether. Can be even used to speak about a diwgros.

downa traditional house. If the acting people are more than one.

h ol HARUR EX.: Nima TeRawvasyiadagikakipaipy. s The house is
already old. Tomorrow we will pull it down.
hal adjmoldyonly about food. ¢t P 1 £ Aadjrottenonly about
food. cf£ P1I EN

,hapu M ldAvBa trédRidhal house. If the acting person is one

N Gy cfHATPU' IEX.: Nith& rerfawiad, fallauk Bhaiu. ~CTRel h6ukee N

DWalready old. Tomorrow | will pull it dovlatearif the people

K @ﬂh@aretrrfé)rw Bidh oneytPu' ik tised instdaEx.:l a mw ®n

pa | ® nekin nasuman kani ma h ¢

D\Wbaklﬁg tb thevg8rdlen and | toMdmy clothes.

hauvplantgeneric term. ¢8Y. Ex.: lamhau paren. ~ | am

planting a live fence.

h @voaStheéd#rEx.H®t a | a tapen~pas

Open the door, so | can enter and slaegsual phrase used at

times when one comes back late in the night and finds the door

of the house, where he sleeps, closed.

hiaw nvolcano

hiu nnorth

-hiu affnorthwardssuffix of verbs.

hiuwai sekaun seasheédible species, similaftHQWAN'.

hiuwan nseasheédible species.

Lo vihrowa stick. cRU. Ex.:I a mh o
agliggpnacaconyt. hear a
hoiei n herbgeneric term for several decorative flower species.
hoita vknock dowrbythrowing a stick. ¢ARUITA". EX.:

ni ®n | a nek

~Thatl amhoita ni ®n. ~ knocked do\
hos (from Englishy horse
hdli 8distributeEx.:l er am as ul ramhot. i na
The chief distributes the food to the roaldsing traditionia
Eeremﬁl\é'sathe lpé?)ple come to th@ ﬁaﬁamf hoﬁw its

urroundings by the four customary ways from four different
directions. Speaking about a group coming from a particular road,
referred simply as the "road". When th time comes
ary etethéin t% Y riBute h@ fgc?d it 15 ther ot "
oy |d to be distributed to the "people”, but to the "roads".
huapraiviranslat€x.: lamhuaprai ipen to Tom. ~ | am
translating for Tom.
hwin viurnEx.:Hwi n
that are in the fire.

nepen | ® nekam.

du?
ia adwvhereEx.: Ramarek ia? ~ Where does he live?
iagaig lasemnruddy turnston€Arenaria interpres
iagerncoconut cralfBirgus lajro
iaghin adjbig Aadjstrongman.Aadjfirst-born Ex.: lo iaghin la
witahalqfamili. ~ | am the firsorn of my family.
iagnametan purple swampheiPorphyrio porphyrio
iahak n fish species probably feeding on coral. Man who eats a lot
of it will lose his teeth. Children must not eat it at aH ‘cf.
iahukaremn spider
laiapom n progtarname of an unidentified star, that rises before
'FE TUK'AI
iaihgel nold marimpolite termAn husband
Aiaihgel wutowuto nold batimpolite term describing an old

and shriveled man, supposedly drinking a latvaf.



iakelanthief

iakestil ngameparticipants hold in hands each one of the
branchesoNEK TE£
by pulling abruptly they try to rip them off. The one, who en
up with the central stem attached to his brandh stasing the
others and tries to bit&gs, which is the root of the name of t
game) their handn herbthe juice from its crushed leaves is
rubbed on closed boils. Drinking the juice cures urinary trag
sickness callédAMITEKTEK .

Aiakestil apenn herbspecies. The juice from its crushed
leaves is drank to treat urinary tract illN@SSTEKTEK '.

iakmen ninsultlit. "prepuce”. A frequently used offensive wo
and cursén prepucdts small lower pamthich is not cut off
during circumcisiodin circumcisiorspecial manner of
circumcision reserved to boys from village chief families. Cq
in cutting only the upper part of foreskin.

ialakenngrouper

ialinaio ncrowned scyth@anclus cornpfus\Vioorish idol
(Zanclus cornputus

ialmel nfool Anidiot Aadjstubborn

iamak magkon mango tregMangifera ppalued species
imported from Australia by certain lamak.

iamimer n phasmidPhasmatopastick insecfPhasmatopea

i anam h®uwiu®w{Cocos nucifepecies producing
nuts with reddish or violet husk and orange skin. Its water ig
to wash young boys immediately after the circumcisioturt.
ianepenn spiritmalicious. If a man is lusting after a woman,
spirit will come in her form in the night to the man. After son
time, the man will suffer loss of weight, weakness and vario
diseases.

ianhina- (inalienableynamesakpolite term by which people
callthose, who have the same name.

iap vtouchEx.: lamasiapan nar un! ~ | am not touching it!
iapakovreachwith ones hand over or behind an obst&xe.
Ramiapako le nek un melas nau. ~ He reaches for the knifg
a piece of wood.

iapar n spiritfamilyof lARAMES, dwarves.

iapau n maggo(Agrianome fairmgi@eger and more mature
maggots of this species, which do not move anymore and ¢
ready for metamorphosis, 4th stagercsIN.

iapek n bluespine unicornfigNaso unicojnis

iapel ntree(Leucaena leucocespedees. Quality hard wood.
Used for building every part of house and to make fences fq
animals.

iapeliapeln sensitive plariMimosa pudida sleepy plant
(Mimosa pudica

iapnam nmiddle finger

iapsagan iatkekn hunter of eaglditle of a man from Lowlipag
area, who has the right to hunt eagles for their feathers use|
fabrication ofKkWERIA APAM.

i apu k(angient t&®rh)windfrom SW.

iapwis n cuttlefishAn squid

iarafan fishermarfrom 'lERAM PAHA' - "man of the seashe".
Somebody greatly experienced in fishing and seafaring.
cflIARAPAT. Ansea dox.: Naramim ltuga narafa aken, merg
naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People from ltuga are greatly
experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have no ide
the sea.

iarames(generic termyspiritoften malicious, term derived frg
'IERAM RAMEMES - dead man.

Aiarames ramol kaurexprcircumcisiordone not by men, but
by'lARAMES. Sometimes a boy at age of circumcision is foun
his family to be instantaneously, ofteernight, circumcised an
the wound healed bylaRAMES, in which case the family doeg

not follow the usu&AuR' ceremony. Sometimes such family is
glad and says, that theRAMES helped them as theauR'-

K A"growing from the same stem apdnaking expenses are considerableat'.

dsaramiru n mulletfish.

iarapatn not-fishermarfrom 'IlERAM PAT - "man from the

héhland". Somebody unexperienced on the sea. Often said of
people fromIKPAT' area. CiARAFA'. Ex.: Naramim ltuga narafa

t aken, mero naramim Lamlu narapat. ~ People frmya are

greatly experienced fishermen, but people from Lamlu have no
idea of the sea.

iarmatin nherbdry branches are used as a broom.

rd Aiarmatin apenn herbdry branches used as a broom.
Aiarmatin tuan n herbdry branches used as a broom.

iarmikan n sleegalkingAn somniloquy
nsists . . .
larotl ngiant clan{Tridacna gipas

iarpoapenn Pacific swallo\{Hirundo tahitjaaore ancient and
precise term. 6WUKELEKEL IAWOTA'.

iarpwitag nlionfish(Pterois ¥p.

iaru kaliawenn skinkwith green back. Appsan the legend of
shark 'KALIAWEN"), in which it chases the shark from the jungle
to the sea and hence it has gained its name.

i ar unvine®pecies.

iatipen adjwild Ex.: kupas tatipen ~ wild pig
Jatykun nteachedAn tutor

iau (generic termyturtle
HRUMusn miserAn scrooge

heéausekn godmotheaunt from mother's side, who will during the

uirst period of a girldo tHe UI G K Escarification to heAn
godfathemale relative, who takes care of a boy after his
circumcision. He will still lza important person for the boy
even when he will become adult.

iauto nsea urchiwith long dark spines.
iawakeliawakel(ancient termy)wind from ESE. Comes from
dberdirection of the volcano and may bring its ashes.
i awan kar ®maranakreNMussjspecies giving big
fruits, but in small numbers.
iawasadjold speaking of things.
ei awat i nkeef pigger@®fRhinecanthus rectgngulus
iawin n Pacific imperial pige¢Ducula pacifica
iawis ninsulta person who thinks only about sex.
iawitaleg n cicadeaspecies that sings '(aft ") especially during the
ltime when shoots of newly planted yams start to appear.
cf/IAWITALEG MIN KAMAIL IS NUWIAN NUW'.

Aiawitaleg min kamailis nuwian nuwexprcicadae iawitaleg
carry shoots of yarexpreasion used for the part of the year,
when cicadad®WwITALEG' start to sing. It is said, that those
cicadae carry on their backs the young shoots of newly planted

Y¥ams out of the ground.
iawlul nimago(Agrianome fairmpgimeago stage, whéapAu'
undegoes metamorphosis inkELEPES, 5th stage. ¢FRISIN.

iawranfernspecies from the £ L K EN 'Aaprdlwwith edible
leaves. lit. "sharing".

iawugenn sistefin-lawan old termKuNI' is usechowadays.
Respectful term employed by a woman when addressing to the
wife of her brother.

hiof® | k e nferanamerof several fern species. Sometimes this
name is used also feRRUATO', which belongs to the family of
nl £LKEN ‘Alie gblack leg"Anfernsmall species with dark
green leaves. It belongs to the family ofL K EN 'Alp ancient
times, its crushed leaves were wiped over the eyes of elderly
dPe@ple who were suffering from excessive lacrimation said to be
gcaused by pigs hair entering thparsAn fern small species.
Belongs to the family bf £ LKEN 'APEN




i ®| k enplantspecies, parasite on trees, similar to
'NEKESEKES. lit. "without leg".
i ®| mmoouay eespecies with black and white spots.
i ®dmetallic pigeo(Columba vitignsbmetimes calléds L U
IOHNEKAM ".

Ai ®1 u i omaiadikpagan(Columba vitiensiten
called simply £ .U
lenatem n profAneityumisland.
ieni nspokesmafrom root'ENI'.

ieniniko nchiefof a village. lit. "voice of the tribe". From root
'ENI". cf!IERAMARA" and'NAOTUPUNUS.

i ®goout, awayex.:.l o i ami ®r
went out from school and | came here.

ieram nmanhuman being. For plural,'sARAMIM'. Apronit when

followed by an adverb of plaEa.:ieram ekieram a ~ this herg
that over there

Alieram asulnold marpolite term.

Aieram la suatuexpspokesmamessenger charged of
transmission of messages through customary roads betwesd
nakamals. lit. "man of the road".

Aieram pahaexprman of the seashcckIARAFA'.

Aieram patexprman from the inlancfIARAPAT'.

Alieram ramemesexprdeadman.

Aieram ramol nemankat sorcerespecialized in summonir]
good weather.

Aieram ramol nihin nsorcerespecialized in summiag the
rain.

ieramara(generic termpnobleman. Title meaning the highes
social status in local hierarchy. His "subordinates” are the
'NAOTUPUNUS and'IENINIKO ', who both work for him and the
three together form the foundations of custorifarand of the
village social structure.
ieramim n husbandaespectful term.

A ieramim akenntrue margrown up, adult.
ieramiman ndwarfsmall man, impolite term.
ieramin aramaraexpmoblemen or women.
ierman (generic ternymanmale.
i ®#icaconut treCocos nucijfepeecies producing very large
nuts, used for fabrication of kava shells.
| ® @ oplesus
iewiawi nowanhurekn spotted worm sea cucumiSynapta
maculata)?)
ihi noctopusaccording to local beliefss one of the marine
animals feeding on sand and whose excessive consumptio
result to losing one's teeth'afAK .
ik prornyou

Aik pesen amexpryou alone
ikawsim ntaboo placevhere magic stones are, from "iken
rawsim".
iken nplace

Aiken anadvihereclose to here.

Aiken ek advhere
Ikiamu n progAneityumancient term of the island.
ikinawag n herbspecies.
ikinpagpag n herbspecies. Drinking the juice from its crushe
leaves help ease stomachache.
iko vturn Ex.: Loto ramikopen la mul iken. ~ The car turned
ikpat n prop/liddlebushgeneric term for places up in hills of
central Tannd&Xx.: lakan apa ikpat. ~ | am going midoliesh.
e.g. to Lamlu.
iksiai epek ik exprsorryto one person.
il vdig outyams etdEx.: Nian taha nilan nuw. ~ It is time to di
out yams.

apa | a

ilak nchestnut eyelagiienny(Cirripectes castaneus
ilar prortheyall.

i | albb&er
Ai | at ® kdovsiekig ana.

ilau prortheytwo.
i | p@riheythree.

iles nup generic term for places up in hills of western Tanna.
cf/IKPAT'. Ex.: lakan apa iles. ~ | am going am. to Ipai,
Lowkweria etddadviop on the.

ilua advoutside
ilukan advmiddlein the.

B if& kbn) (Rdiénablefa&Rce Brkomebomwhkre
somebod livesEx.:imak iken, imam ~ at my place, at your
place

"imaim (generic termynakamatleared space, usually under a
grown banyan tree, used by men to meet, discuss important
affairs and drink kava, to perform all important ceremonies and

ntraditional dnces. It is the center of village life.

imam ngood bye
Imer n proghniwaisland.

imhir nbarn ow(Tyto allan local culture considered a bad
omen.

Gin prorhe Aprorit Aprorshe
in- (inalienable) mother

-in affsuff. forming transitive verlisx.: Namagnin kuri?
lasagninan! ~ Are you afraid of dogs? | am not afraid!

inain ...expit is him, who ...
in apaexphere he idexprthere it is
inatin vknowEX.: lasinatinan. ~ | do not know.
i0 pronme
A'io pesen amexpme alone
ioharir nherbspecies. Drinking the juice from its crushed leaves
helps in febrile episodes.
iowanarepn banana trefMusa spspecies, appreciated for
customary exchange.
i 0 wa nrie@auif his uncle is speaking about himnieceif
her uncle is speaking about he
i o wa nitw@aal halfbeafHyporhamphus dusgumieri
iowiaren n pignot castrated, kept for reproduction.
iowierenninsulta person who is unable to control himself on
sexual matters.
n ip@iy(ancient termy underworlda place where go the spirits of
the dead.
ipanhageneres banana tre@Musa spspecies, appreciated for
customary exchange.
ipar vgrow wellit. "give plenty"”, of plants in generalk aRAN .
Ex.: Nekava taripar epek. ~ The kava will grow Aethanybe.
Ex.: Katar ripar. ~ We are mafy.bigbe.Ex.: lo ik ipar lam. ~
| am older, than you.
ir vaccompanfvfollow somebodyAv go together with
somebodyEx.: Tanekir io kiawen apa Ituga? ~ Will you follow
me to ltuga?
i rn@&ashallow, near coast.
isau adviar awayut possibly still in sight.'EREN'.
o2 adjfinishedRadvalreadEx.: Inaugan ita. ~ | have already
eaten.
itawar (generic termjwaderterm used for small birds found on
the beachin Pacific golden plovéPluvialis fupdn bartailed
godwit(Limosa lappopiaruddy turnston¢Arenaria interpres
ituga adjintroducecpart of name of some plants introduced to
Tanna from abroaéx.: nepen ituga ~ an imported species of

d

J

banana tredadjforeign



i u hadv@®st

iuk vfloweronly about bananas. #GEN'. Ex.: Nepen ramiuk.
~ The banana tree is flowering.

iukenet n chickerfrizzle breed, only on wings.
iusnekan banana tre@Musa spspecies.
iuwau n gecko(Hemidactylug sp.

Aiuwau ramolnillnesdarge infected sores on legs, detach ng

pieces of skin and possibly toothaches. Said to be caused |
'ITUWAU' gecko.

iwai nbanana tre@Musa spspecies used for cooking and for
making laplap.

iwaiawileg nbanana tre@Musa spspecies.

iwoket to advaboutapproximationfadvapproximatelgx.:
Naramim ltuga narafa aken, mero naramim Lamlu narapat.
People from ltuga are greatly experienced fishermen, but p
from Lamlu have no idea of the sea.

Iwrau n propinderworlda place where go the spiotshe dead.
Iwrona n prog-utunaisland.

K

ka vbe notEx.: nu reka ~ there is no water
kagkilipa nherbspecies.

kaha (wyt) ngrandfatheAn grandmother

kaha tatn greatgrandfatheAn greatgrandmother

kahapan head
A kahapa ramkesheadache

kahaunrat

Kahaun progonstellatiofiour stars on the end of the Scorpion
tail.
kahau ratain herbindigenous species. Its name is derived fr
short story of a rat who one day, saw the fruits of thishdrb
hoping to eat them climbed to the top of the herb. Once on
he was surprised because he could not find any of the fruits
just saw. This is because the herb covers its fruit with its leg
making it visible only from the bottom of the plantierb
(Phyllanthus niyimtroduced species which took its name fron
similar local plant.
kahmo m®n erkidgkreof parf, woaen with two
coconut leaves facing one each other. Used to cover the rig
the roof of traditional houses.
kakansiserEx.: khaka iaswas ~ younger sister
kakak nwandering tattlgringa incgna
kakaon treespecies with edible fruit.
kakel n spikeworking instrument. A long pointy wooden stick|
used in gardening to make holes when planting yams.
k a k ® wiapiapkind repared on the skin of treagKFITU".
kakil ntreefamily of several trees. Their leaves are applied ¢
circumcision wound during the first days afteenaaHWA'. Its
branches are placed under the mats of the circumcised boy
sort of'KALUGA'. An hookworking instrument in the shape of '
made of a branching piece of wood and used in work in gar|
to clean the place of cut branches and grass.

Ak aki | atpesg@ges.ghe arrowhead of the
'NOWANPARAM is made from its wood.

kako ntree(Hernandia nymphaeifdl&pé®)es. In order to make
the hair grow well, its branches are crushed and rubbed intq
hair before washing.

kala (from Englishj color
k a | ddcu®tspecies.
kalau prorivetwo, with you.

k a | ®djererc termymusiroomname for any kind of
mushroom, edible or ndknsea anemone

Ak al ®1 e gmush®onedible species that often grows
on rotting mango tree trunks.

Ak al ® e g nm®&hrekiredible species found on
dead wood.
kaliawen n matwovenwith two coconut leaves facing one each
other. Its pattern reminds of shark teeth, which gave it its name.
It is sometimes used to cover the top of the roof of traditional
usesAn sharkshark meat has a certain smell. It is said that the
YsHktk got thismell whefMWATIKTIK ' once tasted its meat. He
found it delicious and wanted keep it for himself only. To
discourage others from eating it, he urinated on the shark, giving
it its smell.

Kalpapenn progjodthe one, who brought to Tanna the kava, the
black rooster, and who interrupted the endless day by bringing to
~the world the night, which since alternates with the day.

EQBIRIgan pillowtraditional. Small piece of wood used to support

the head when sleeping. Men used it especially in order to protect
ther traditional hairstyle from being spoiled during the night.
kalwalwan tree(Meryta neoeblidjmecies, lit. "thunder". Used to
create the thunder in raimaking An thunder

kalwasn noisecf.'oL KALWAS. An spiritfamily of IARAMES.
Sometimemaking noise in the jungle in the night. They join
groups of people walking in the night to dance on customary
celebrations. They can be persuaded to kill a man. Their dwelling
place is in "Imakalwasmin" (lit. "nome of maaywAs"). An
banyarconsideré to be the female banyan and the wife of
'NAMKENEN . Its flexible aerial roots are used as ropes and the
stronger ones are used as beams in house construction.
kam partparticle of action towards the object of the phEase.
slamakhar kam nararek. ~ lesfk to my kids.

kamai expiistenword, by which a storyteller introduces
srRabitually an old legend.
kamaloawinn beamwoodenAntie beam
lagamar prorve all, without you.
hea mar e g expban ob i@®Hir@vay of preserving fish
MSSpulation or a part of mial rituals, when a part of the sea is
"closed" and the beach is marked by sticks with grass tussocks.
k famaregenn bambocstem of hambotn AU  MA N ESeg for
cooking on fire as a kind of pot. Food is filled inside and leaves
are used as a tap. It casoalerve to keep food for several days.
YaRaru nuwn customspecial festival at the beginning of yam
harvest, whelNAOTUPUNUS in charge of yams presents first
yams to th@ERAMARA". Cf!NARUAN NUW'.
kamawra ikenn shoplit. "place where they distribute thinds!".
storelit. "place where they distribute things".
k am® prireee@rede supporting constructifan liana of
long species of yamsTow'.
kameken (from Englishy pumpkinedible fruitAn squasledible
rrtig
kamenn Job's tearfCoix lacryAmb) seeds used to make
Si@sclaces.
Jkamernbanana trespecies from theeMeEwW' family with the
deRfe use.
kamhel prorivethree, without you.
kamiar proryouall.
kamiaram nekavan kavapartof the plant. Small "shoots" found
'N£ L K E N E KAThay may grow enough to form a secondary
plant of kava out of the mother plant.
kamiaru ilau min expfight among several people, with fidts.
expriistfightamong several people.
k a mipré@ybuthree.
kamilau pronyoutwo.
kamir iataw kaurn customvery important ceremony organized

D

at the end of the circumcisiaaur', during which the



circumcised boys are finally presented to their mothers and
entire village after the time they spent hidden in
'NOWANMANAGA".

Kamirauraun progpirithname of one dfARAMES. Mentioned
with'KAPILA' in one legend.

kamlau prorivetwo, without you.
kamnhamenan bluefaced parrotfinc(Erythrura trichyoa
kamnum nfirst kavaceremony, during which a man receives

from his father his first kava to drink in the nakamal. Usually thy

maternal uncle of the man is invited and the family offers hi
small customary gift, like a laplap or a kava. In some place

ancient way of drinkg the first kava is still perpetuated, whe

the father or the uncle offers the kava in a bowl made from
banana leaf. The kava is drank by the man leaning forward
after finishing it, he eats a small piece of cooked pig grease
is drown in the &va, which is supposed to protect him againg
food poisoning.
kamo sitn sticksimple reed or wooden stick supporting the |
of smaller species of yams.
kamoagvopen moutlEx.: Us ek rasapelan lenaw menapau |
menamoag tat. ~ That man did not slasptight, he is tired an
yawns.

A kamoag tatvyawnEx.: Us ek rasapelan lenaw menapau

menamoag tat. ~ That man did not sleep last night, he is tir=(ii<

yawns.
Kamtiwan n proptonemagic. Name of one, which is found in
Lownapaiu in norther Taa.
kamtuai n graterused for coconuts.
kananvgrow welonly of tubersex.: Nuw tarakanan epek. ~
Yams will grow well.
kani conpndconjunction in sentences.
kapaadvno
kapaiuwern silverey€Zosterops latgralis
Kapaumetan progtaracelestial body, unidentified so far,
possibly Jupiter or Mars.
kapenkapenn cicadaspecies.
Kapila n proppirithame of one dfARAMES. Mentioned with
'KAMIRAURAU' in one legend.
kapuapntreespecies. Its wood is excellent for making
'NOURASEKAM. Itsfruit is used by kids as pellets for blow gun
made from thin bamboo stalks.
kapwiantree heloptropéHeloptropium foerthedigmfusion
made from leaves is used to cure poisoning by eating a poi
fish. An frangipan(Plumeria $jis name waskan from Argusia
argentea because of similarity of leaves.
karai khatekn rabbitfish(Siganus klittle, not yet adult.
cf'MIHIN .
karamaramn hummingbird hawknoth
kararut n herbdecorative introduced specfesherbindigenous
species with yellow flowers. Its tubers are edible.
Ka r aprdpifa Centauri
karem nbaskefrom pandanus fibers.

A karem taha napukexpmasket for a somame of a custom
where a man offers a woven basket with certain leaves te 4
maker as a traditional payment for a song to be composed.

k ar Gumla
Ak ar ®n a edsae ® ona

kareseres chickerfrizzle breed.

Karipen n progoadone of customary exchange roads. It pass
the sea and follows the western coast of Thised. during the

time of wars to bypass conflict areas when going to one of th

coastal villages.

tlkaru areparepn gameeach of the players draws around him a
circle on the ground. The game starts with a small dialogue
between two of the players, after whitbecome silent and try
to make laugh each other by making funny faces. The one, who
laughs first or who scratches himself or spits must defend his
circle against the other players, who try to step into it. The one
who steps into the defenders' cirdteaut being touched by him
can stretch his arm and grab another player outside the circle, so
the defender cannot touch that player too. If the defender

2inages to touch a player, it is the touched one, who has on his

"t@rn defend his circle. During thergaridiculing songs are sung

ABbout the player who is actually defending his circle.

:karuita ngamegame to entertain little children. One player
shows his fists. The others hit them with their fists and shout
a\:&qfr ital", after which the player hides higif&ehind his back.
i &'bthers ask him "When you went far away to see the world,
"“what did you bring back?" The player says something that he likes
(sweets, fruit, toys, ...). The others ask "Show us!" When the
@Pfayer opens his hands in front of them sshow them what
he came with, the others come fast and act like if they were eating
Jaist all the thighs so that nothing is left for the player. And
ceverybody laughs.
kasarawin pinceraused for taking hot stones out of the fire.
Kty expression usatstead of the old terimou’.
iwon dancekind of important dance performed during the
celebration ofNEKOWIAR'. The sixth in the order of dances,
danced around the noon.

kasawarn buff-banded ra(Gallirallus philippgnsis

kasawasatn stick of stmeterm describing clubs made of stone.
According to the elders, these were once arms used in tribal wars.

kasekennwalking stick
Ak as ek en thhR®naNersfMusa spspecies, lit. "stick
of demon Newao".

k a s @&laan@ioscorea)gpecies.

kasesem coconut huslpiece of dry fibrous husk used to clean
kava roots. CNAPEKA. Ex.:Lasi pa kasi sen i
Give me a piece of coconut husk to clean the kava.

k a s i mharlbs@ecies. Fruits are edible. An infusion made from
its leaves is drank to treat high grade fevers.

kastarapel apem treespecies.

skastom (from Englishj customthe true term in local language is
'NOLAWASAN'.

kasulian stafffor carrying objects over shoulder.

bYW ia apamn progonstellatiotlong'KASULIA™, three stars of
the Orion's belt.

Kasulia rerparepn progonstellatiorishort'KASULIA
of the sword of Orion.
katainanyam(Dioscorea)$hairy"”, wide andot very long
species.
katar pronveall, with you.

Ak at ar k epw®areawmithout difference, united.

kataupekenn treespecies with hard wood used for
constructions.

katawut n beltmade of vegetal material, worn by men during the
SRBRowIAR' ceremony.

katen ntreespecies. Hard wood is carved into canoes.
kathel pronvethree, with you.
kati nlaplapprepared with germinating COCONAPEKAK".

k.at i hwat a nf@nspezigsnfalaafdronathis plant is
2%t from the nakamal tiee women in the village during one of
the circumcisiolTEMAHWA' to hang on theiNASES tree.

atilum numb

Akatilum mat kar ®n a

a k

, three stars

A katilum ma katilum num10



A katilum ma keselnum3
A katilum ma kiu num7
A katilum ma kywer num9

katipa nswador carrying on one's back, usually when return
with the crop from the garden.

kat i pady@mlaoscgrea)small species similar to
'KELAKA'.

k a u hya®Dioscorea)$png species.

k a u kreasn®andvorn on upper arm alongtiv'NUMA LE
NE s'deaves during customary celebrations.

kaul ncommon myn¢Acridotheres tjigtisyold
kaulapagntreespecies dfim'. The fruit is consumed with sal

Eating it is encouraged in pregnant women. However, womg

should avoid eating it after delivery and up until the baby is
to walk.
kaulik ntreespecies with hard wood. Used to make handles
axes antkakeL ' for planting tarcNE T'£
kaur (generic termmcircumcisiorterm for circumcision and,
figurativelyfor the entire time from the circumcision itself to
'KAMIR IATAW KAUR' ceremonyAn customimportant ceremony,
which begins with the circumcision of young boys and ends
about three months by their ceremonial presentation to the
during'KAMIR IATAW KAUR'. An penis sheatof adult men, made
of vegetal fiberdn penis sheatof newly circumcised boys,
made from leaves.
kawan adjcookedon fire.Aadjgrilled
kawar n stonefor good harveskEx.: kawar taha nepen ~ stone
for goodharvest of bananas

A kawar taha nuwn stonefor good harvest of yams, kept in
the village of Lowkweria.
kawawigen (generic termyboxfish(Ostraciidan cofferfish
(Ostraciidafn cowfish(Ostraciidedn longhorn cowfislfLactoria
cornuja
kawhau n capAn hatAn crownof flowers or decorative leaves,
worn on head, original meaning of this word.
kawhaw nhi@bdm®gar nament al
(female name). Its correct namsuUsHWA'.
kawhiakawhian VVanuatu whiteye(Zosterops flavifrons
k a w hnicdlla®ed kingfish€Todiramphus chlori®cal culture
hearing its cry from the right is a good omen, but from the ¢
bad one. Associated with rainy weather.
kawierawiernscabies
k awi ®irezgpecies. Its wood is used to make arrowhea
'NOWANPARAM.
kawin adjboiled
kawytaregregn treespecies.
k ®i ddj@loveddadjdear
k ® inslaacebelonging to the family bf A L £ WA
kel nflying fox(Pteropus)shn batfish(Platax sp.
kelakanyam(Dioscorea)small oblong species.
k ® e lke®s$pecies, said to be introdudidierbspecies, sai
to be indigenous.
keleman gratermade of spiny petiole of a kind of fern, used {
grate ingredients when making laglafern (Cyathea luata ()
species. The spiny petiole is used to grate ingredients wher
making laplap.
kelepesninseci(Agrianome fairmpgliad of, its large larvae live
in dead wood, both the insect and its larvae are consumed
people, 6th stage.'BRISIN.
k e | ina&rde@arcinia pseudogyttiferaies with edible fruit.
kelkel n snailspecies of small sea snalil.
kemak n mosquito

pl 4

kemal ngamea game played by girls with a string, similar to the
"cradle".

k e m® baskemade of coconut leaves.
in@nveatEx..l amken nam n® nuw. I
keno n cicadaspecies that sings especially during the time when
yams are planted. It is consumed cooked on fire.
kenu (from Englishj canoeoutrigger.
kepes(generic termyseashell
kepiantaro(Alocasia marrhizps of Fiji.
k ® p i algéspecies. In ancient times these are attached on
the grasskirts to decorate them.
Lk @artaindefinite article, follows the nargg.: Aupan
FP aml afena nepen k®r t oniAom
2 I’F‘emeaning'anyone", when pointing to thing.: Las nepen!
K®r apa. Have a banana!
of Ak ®r  exp€oowingAexpmext onelexprone more
kesvbite Ex.: kes in! ~ bite him!
keselnum3
he ® spiapaydCarica papaganking an infusion made from its
f*owers helps treat fever.
ter .
getenn banana treMusa spspecies.
K ® w in rogevening staln prop/enuson evening sky.
k hauat i nbulyi® ofnfdre®dma tradition of burying the
foreskin of a circumcised boy at the evening ¢fiAses
celebration. A young coconut tree is planted on the same place to
make the boy grow well.

khopenngarden of yanplace where small species of yams are
planted. cfrow'.

kiag nfly insect.

Kiapako n progpirithame of one dfARAMES with long arms.

Mentioned in one legend. The root of the wolidRsKo'.

kilil nfan

Kilil n progonstellatioiseven main stars of the Orion.

kit interivord used when referring to smund of IAWITALEG'

gidaglae.l i t. "crown of L®ga"

Kiu num2

Akiu kiu expy two

k1 ®p In@rp somgbird. Smaller than a pigeomefN E'K
ftddk | ®p | ® pnéushspecies.n

koapa (from Englishj guava tre@Psidium guajdatashoots are

chewed and the juice swallowed to manage diarrhea and
Hsteimachaches.

kofi (from Englishj coffee(Coffea araBipkant. Cultivated as

cashcropln coffeedrink.

koko nwife term of affection in a coupln girl term of
endearment. Usedostly inside a family towards a child.
A koko min (in pluraly children

k o In@ieet potato

k o p w(ge®dric ternystone
Ak o pwi ®I nstanansagian
d Ak o pwi ® hrifld sometimes abbreviatedka P Wi '£ L
Akopwi ® tnhsidnedor hlaektmagdic.

% o pwi ®I kdarpebelomying to the family bf AL £ WA

Korapanemenn progiodsupreme god dwelling on mount
Tukosmera.

kosasiwon index finger

byosio nherbspecies.
k o t n®sh poisonous species.
kou (ancient term) pincersused for taking hot stones out of the
fire. cfKASARAWI.
Kou n progonstellatiofive stars of head of Taurus, in form of
'KouU'".

One
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koupantreespecies. Wood is used to make fences for pigs
cattle.
kowan baby

A kowa metaexphabybeautiful. Ancient expression used fd
newborn children who are very beautifuMefA'.
kowagn fernspecies.
k o wi am®¢oae of theniko', traditional tribes of
TannaAn Ti plant(Cordyline frutiyosd color form. Used in
local custom assign of the "red" families and to decorate the
kava during customary ceremonies.
k o wi a m® hcarti@ltngzome(Myzomela cardipatisne
only used for males of the specieg. @fwi API L'E GEN
k owi a p nchr®mplenyzome(Myzomela cardipatime
used only for females.'klowl AME TAMETA
k o wt untiNem@®Guinea rosewodRterocarpus indicusafe)
wood. Its trunk is carved into canoes.

krok nangel's trumpgBrugmangan ornamental plant but toxi

in nature. To counteract fish poisonitgleaves are crushed an

a very small quantity of its juice is drank.

kual n cavityAn hole

kualofanhandshake

k u g iRdgword used when referring to the cry of flying foxe

kuku nboyterm of endearment. Used mostly inside a family
towards a childin husbanderm of affection in a couple.

kulap nfishspecies of a large marine fish with large eyes.
kulegennwhitestreaked group¢Epinepheius ongus (?)

kun n breadfruit tre€Artocarpus sgpecies giving big and roun
fruit.

kuni n sistesin-lawrespectful term employed by a woman wh
addressing to the wife of her brothehAgfUGEN'.

kunkun n breadfruit tre€Artocarpus sgpecies giving small an
round fruit. Easy to cook.
kupas (generic termypig

A kupas iawanawanan pig kind with outgrowths on its neck
skin.

Ak up as nipiawith oBly one testicle visible.

Akupas i ®Inpidblaak avithwhite belly and sides

A kupas kalain pigwith white and black spots.

A kupas kalaton pig of grayistcolor.

Akupas kamataun pig castrated.

A kupas kametan pig of brown color.

A kupas kapwian pig special kind once used as offering to
'IERAMARA

A kupas katkhatekn pigwith spotted skin.

A kupas metan pigkind with clean and brigsiin.

Akupas pispisn pigkind of large pigs appreciated for their
soft meat.
kur numanawitagntick parasite.
kurasnyam(Dioscorea)$png species similar'tos wi N'Uw
kuri npraying mantigMantidgein dog
kurimatau (ancient term, genet&rm)n cowancient term, lit.
"dog with hooks". ¢cNOWAN MATAU'. TodayPULUK' is used
instead.

Kwankaio n progtarposition unknown.

kwates(ancient ternm) hoetraditional tool used for working in
yam gardens.

kweria apamn featheian object made o&ptor (and possibly
fowl) feathers, worn on special occasions sUBKasvIAR' by
men of high social status.

kweria asuln swamp harrigCircus approximans
kweria aswas peregrine falcoffralco peregpjinus
kweria lenatemn brown goshawfAccipiter fasciptus

kg advhow muchfor counting and asking the prigg.: Taham
nu ky? ~ How old are you?

kyinuan n herbspecies.
I'kywer num4

L

la confrom

jja- (inalienableyremn sign of an action performed on the object,
which is given by the pensd suff. added toa-'. Ex.: Dokta
ramol wok lak. ~ The doctor is treating lite'working on me".

| a ®ashmade fromNEKOWISEL', applied to hair in the
morning and then washed with lemon juice in the evening to
make them long, or fromuL META', epplied to make the hair
red.

lago nneedlefisi{Belonideag sp.

lahau advdownEx.: Lowanatom in apa lahau, mero Lowkweria in
pa iles. ~ Lowanatom is down, while Lowkweria is up in the
ills.

c

| a p n ®poenmg
| Lapnuman n prop.apnumardegendary land, from where certain
P'plants and animals come. Its rul&viSATIKTIK '.

lasvtakeEx.: Las taham! ~ Take it, it is youkstarryEx.: Las
kupas tahak mwa iken ek. ~ Carry my pig Aereturnmust
takedirectional suff. such aBa, '-PENA' etc.Ex.: Ramlasipa nar
ek. ~ Give it back to mév givemust take directional suff. such

das'-PA, '-PENA' etc.Ex.: Ramlasipa nepen. ~ He is giving me a
banana.

en Alas pekenvaccidenhave anEx.:Ramlap e k en ap a
~ He had an accident in the sea.

f lasitav grabfrom ones hand, even by for8eseizérom ones
hand.Ex.: lamlasita nhau to Nateman. ~ | seized a knife from
Natemans' hand.

Latun n promakamaéan important nakamal near Ipai.
lawanun villagewith locative pref.

| f®urtsign of locative or dative.

| ®respiritfamily of IARAMES.

| ®lvege bacex..Sepl ® eg tal auk. -~
tomorrow.

| ®dgameof tag. A local variant of the game.
lemankatn middayAn noon

lemesn algaedible species of green algae with curly leaves.
L ® n ankrepl ® n grineipal village of Tanna.
lenaw adwesterday

| ® n®layAn heaverin religionAn paradise

| ®n maviening

lenkai nfrigatebirdFregata $p.

L ®n k a dmo@hiteGrass

| ®npa nsideadjacent.

| ®wi ngdeopposite.

| ®wi myanDioscorea)Species.

| ®w lad@®w

| i @®tobwaebAnspider web

lilen advall the timeRadvalways

lipag ntree(Ficus sep}ittee inside of the apical stem is chewed
andthe juice is swallowed to trestMTEKETEK '. Infusion of its
bark is also used to relieve stomachache. The branches are
chewed and the juice spit out as protection against evil spirits.
log (from Englishy yam(Dioscorea)$png imported species.

loto ncarAn truck

Laminu npromakamama j or nak amal in L®n:



low- aff"the place, where ...", locative often found in names
villages, e.g. Lowkweridghe place of eagles”, Lownapektuan
"the place of the white banyan", etc.

Lowiatkelniko n projiakamahame of nakamal near Lowanatq
lit. "place where tribes broke up after a quarréATreL".
Lownanentuann progpiakamaan important nakamal in Ipai.
luat natoga(ancient termywind from NNE, brings rain.

luatu amlai (ancient termywind from N, bringing rain, hot.
According to the elders "feeds the ground" so it gives good
harvest.

luatu matua (ancient term)ywind from NW, brings heavy rain.
luw nrough humpback scorpionfig®corpaenopsis magdkachir
scorpionfisiScorpaenopsis magcrochir

M

m- affpref. of verbs indicating that the subject is the same a
the previous verlEx. Tanakai k® mol k®i k
You have to love your wife.
magko (generic termymango tre¢Mangifera sfn mangdfruit.
A magko apenn mango treMangifera sgpecies giving smaj
red fruit.
A magko ikpis nmango tre¢Mangifera sppecies planted
often in Whitesand.
mahau (generic termystar
mahaumahaun sea urchiwith short spines.
maiamaia(generic termyant
mak nemerald dovfChalaphaps indica
A mak apamn Mackinlay's cuckedove(Macropygia mackjnl
A mak pelpelnemerald dovéChalcophaps indsgecies”
distinguished by the language, with white spots on feathers
ma kv®earpotatoes, vegetables &x..l ama k ® n u
cleaning a yam.
makem (generic termjparrotfish(Scaridpe
Ama k e m nstee@nead parrotfig@hlorurus microrhinos
makemakn chickerlow breed with "short legs".
maket n market

makoni ntreeintroduced species. Hard wood used in
construction of houses.

malamalan kava(Piper methystjaifREKAVA MALAMALA".
malaw n soldierfistAn squirrelfish
malawin nleopard floundeBothus panthejinus
malwia n butterflyfish
A malwia ituganemperor angelfigPomacanthus imperator

mamau n damselfisifPomacentr)d&eyameplayed during night
when two groups hide food in the forest and then search fo
other's food. Is played at time of planting yams.
Amamau | ancikrarho® tlcevgfistAmphiprion
melanopus
man (geneic term)n shrimpfreshwater.
A man kalemenn shrimpbig one.
Aman t a mshrinip@dri®.
mani (from Englishh) money
manmann fly very small flies or winged ants.

mapita vfollows a verb or an adjective in comparative phras|
Ex_Net ® rawyt mapita nepen.
mar- affpref. of imperative or request towards a 3rd peEson.
Maramnum nekava. ~ He should come to drink the tiediviaim
to come.

maraimarain rainbow
ma r @®watermelor(Citrullus lanaydmuit is edible.

maruavreadype.Ex,Renmar ua t o
to do something.

nol an

bfmarum nyam(Dioscorea) gpecies similar tOELAKA .
maselon spiritfamily of IARAMES, dwarves.

matak adjicookedAadjripe Avripe Ex.: Ken nepen matak. ~ Eat
Mhe ripe bananas.
matakaiamn maggolarvae living only in kava roots.
matu adjright side, hand etc.
mawuk (generic term) prop/loon
A mawuk ramemesn lunar eclipse
Amawuk r am® pr®poniulalit. Wthe Moon
knocks on butterflyfish".
A mawuk wi n Moonwhen it appears as a waxing crescent on
the sky.
m® gwarmup, reheaEx.:1 a m® g
hands.

m® | e kmemgrine falcoffFalco peregpinus
L en advalsoAadvioo dso.Ex.: 1o men. ~ Me too.

RMe nc@®phdeannegtiagrneunse n .
m® n ¢gkneric ternmbird equal or bigger than a pigeon.
cf’K L £ P L £'PAgeneric termychicken
Am®n e knfrigdteairdFregata $p.
Am®nek inmosman
Am®nek pehermawen
Am®n ek r aimesweizkres, lit. "a bird stepped on
you". An illness of children, during which the child shakes
uncontrollably with eyes capsizing after having eatnoaA
MES. Another expression for iti6E MESAN TAHA.AME NEK
sazures
menetn herbspecies. Its leaves are used as spice.
¥herndryplant.Ex.:n i ®n mer dry
meraadjgreerfresh plant or raw fruiadjrawof fruit.
, mera: (ingliengbjg) unclemother's brother.
merek adjsoft Aadjeas\AadjslowlyEx.: Ani merek am! ~ Speak
slowly!Av marryEx.: Nawinek renmerek ita. ~ My sister is
already married.
Mm® r a&hklowlyin a manner easy to understand.
me r e k h e lexpime®lntleckvings of fowekpression
describing traditional sacrifice in nakamalAmyruPUNUS.
cf'MEREKHEL NALEMEN NEK AVA MAKAWI NETA".

merekhel nalemen nekava makawi netexptbreak the
branches of kava and shed blexpression describing customary
way of performing sacrifices in nakamal.
m®r e sdeinmedicationdn medicine
mero conpecausdconput
mesvdieif conjugated with infixam-'. Ex.: Tahak kaha
ramemes. ~ My grandfather is ddadickto be, if conjugated
verbal infix °k-". Ex.: lamakames. ~ | was sick.

mesemesadjplump Aadjsoft
met n progsun

A met ramerou nekaugan apanexpisummeipart of the year
where days are long, lit. "the sun passes through the great empty
space".

A met ramerou nekaugan areparepxprvinterpart of the
year where dagse short, lit. "the sun passes through the small
empty space".

EMmetavmenstruatiomave Ex.: Perawen ramameta. ~ The

womarehksther ménstidiRidnbrightbe. ExN [@Pen rarfera;
mahau ripar. ~ The night is bright and there is a lot of stars.

metu n cord wood (Adenanthera pavphara wood. Used in
constructions and to make canoe paddiesve'l An fish species
of deep sea.

mihin nrabbitfish(Siganus sp.

milg kyankfoscoreayseryliBng &ndl soft shéciésy

nal emak.

-

coconu

mim n caterpillar



min advmanymark ofplural.Ex.: koko- koko min ~ child naiaw amimeran bushspecies, used to treat furuncles. The
children furuncle is cut open, it is covered with the leaf of this plant and
mipe- ngrandchild the leaf is struck with its petiole in order to let the blood and the

misekmisek n gamemay be played also in the night. One of th@US e out.

players, theMISEKMISEK, is sitting several meters away from | N @ i f®@ae(Erythrina gspecies.

other players, not looking at them. Ottlayers come one by | An a i ® wntieatE@ythrina fujspecies. Said to come from
one and touch thelISEKMISEK', who must then say, which of | Aniwa.

them touched him. During the game, the following song is Sungil ratuatu n Moonin its first quarter. lit. "it stays straight”,

with its last phrase meaning "Who touched ydiviSekmisek | meaning that in the sky the Moon appears straight in the zenith in
/ i ahal pelpel [/ iaml Ruinaiml Be@vehinghkmus sar ® sar ® twa

kopinare ko n dabatlightlf eol@red; Wit \isiblé ki n feathercolored, worn in hair by men and women during

tail. customary celebratiods feathefrom roosters' tail. Worn on
mista wil (from Englishh grasdntroduced species. Said to bel head during customary ceremonies.
brought to Tanna by a certain Mr. Will. naiu ntriton's trumpe(Charonia tritgnbe conchoften used as
miu vliveto be aliveEx.: Kupas ek rakamus epek, mer@maik | an abbreviation for triton's trumpet'Ngfiu PWIA'.
am. ~ The pig is very ill, but still alive. A naiu nowanawiasn conch(Bursidae 8)milar to Charonia
Mowaimawuk n progtarname of an unidentified star, said to bdritonis.
close to the Moon or to rise close to it. A naiu pwiantriton's trumpe(Charonia tritgnis
mul adjleft side, hand etc. nakaiu ntree(Geissois denhaméiciesin banana tre@Musa sp.
Mwatiktik n promodperson from local mythology in charge of SPecies with short and round fruit.
animals, lants and gardens. Dwell&imRPNUMAN'. nakal ntree(Dysoxylum bijupspecies.
mwilmwil ntwins nakan- (inalienabley male orgadn penis

Amwi | mwi htripratihre®hewborns. nakelnferntree fern species with edible leaves. This plant gave

the name to the village'bf NAKE L

N nakepen(ancient termy)nettraditional, made of aerial root of

\ Obanyar\NASAS. It has a form of a basket with two long poles

n- affperfective prekx.: lo inol naunin la wok. ~ 1 have finishg attached to it, using which the net is held in place through which

the work. fish ft Wi eq, decoratiosimilar tok A U K A'skaut
n-...-anaffnominalizing preEx.;o | k ®n & I®k ®i k ®i | 5 es.ofen 1)9/ g losimar to , S
-~ love worn aound Tegs during the dancesvaekowIAR' and during

L . . the 'KAMIR IATAW KAUR' ceremony. Often made of leaves of
nafan tree(Alphitonia zizyphqitlesd wood species used for | | ¢ y

COHSt.I’UCtIOHS. It; branche§ are fr.agrant_ Qakharan(generic termylanguagdn discussiodn talk
nagaintreespecies. Its fruit is split and the nuts are consumed. g nakharan awas: languagkind of language and expressions
n a g®gendn the local culture, knowlige of a legend is a sigrused by the aients in old times, as contrasted tONBEWAR

of making part of a particular clan. In consequence legends| hguage used nowadays, when people are losing "proper"

not easily shared with the "outsideks’storycustomary. expressions and the language becomes poorer. Old traditional
naha (inalienablejbreast songs often employ words frimKHARAN AWAS' that people

nahaln tree(Aidia graeffeiard wood. Branches are made into| howadays do not understandooly very little.

short peg&OWATEPLEPEL that holds the outriggers of Anakhar an t aldnauaglit®eanglagelof

traditional canoes. L®nakel " . Name 'NeTovaRederiveddram tigei v e f

A nahal ketn tree(Aidia graeffedible fruit. Wood is naturally name of the principal village of the zone where the language is
fire resistant. Before the use of metal, its curved branches Wéfged.
used to hang saucepans over the fire. nakik nherbspecies.
nahanekamn smole Anaki k dh®@vspe@as. The juice from crushed leaves is
drank when one is having fever.

A nakik sun nherbspecies. The juice from its crushed leaves is
used to treat the sores found in bagie m%uth. Intertrg:gos can Pe

y coconu |

nahgeniman roof of traditional houses. Its inner side.
nahlelannfilm on water, caused by oily substartoes.

Nahl el an taha ni ®n. ~ A fi I\ﬁbsh%dqwitﬁ’vtﬁetju?cétoocaus
nahuan treesp_eues. i naknaun tree(Acalpha sptamily of several species of shrubs.
nahuann cookingact of preparing food. A naknau awiwann tree(Acalypha }jis leaves are put on the

nahunu nsnacksmall snack traditionally prepared by women|felrcumcision wound on the second dakaciR'. The babies first
men going to drink kava in nakamal. Used to "wash mouth”|tgtool is also wiped with this leaf.

remove the bad aftertaste of kava. Anaknau nb®wAcaypha 4p) species.

Nahunu n propNahunuthe wife of the great spitftALPAPEN'. A naknau pwian tree(Acalypha jis leaves are put on the
Said to bring him a meal after his first kav@alcALEMUS wound after circumcision.'€AUR'.

KLEPLEPEN EK OMEHURWDL. T nakoakoann callthe fowl when feeding them.

n a h w &faee paintraditional decoration of faces. For womemakuka n tree(Bischofia javarépacies with hard wood used for
on cheeks and more elaborated, for men a simple line on frpabnstruction of houses.

Originally only black and red natural pigments were used. | nakwuiam n kava(Macropiper latifo)iwitd species with dark

naiaw afwiln bushspeciesiVhen a cat or a dog miscarries ofteaolored stems, not used for human consumption to brew kava. In

the juice of its leaves is added to their food to prevent furth¢ra mix called "kaluk" its crushed leaves are mixed with grated

miscarriage. Itis also used to treat furuncles. The furuncle is gddonut are used as a "soap" when bathing. According to a

open, it is covered with the leaf of this plant and the leaf is stiggknd trs kind of kava was drank by stones in ancient times

with its peible in order to let the blood and the pus come out. before humans and the ordinary kava appeared. After that spirits
'IARAMES appeared out of the stones and they drank the




'NAKWUIAM' kava.

A nakwuiam aswas kava(Macropiper latifojiwitd species,
lit. "smallNAKwUIAM ™. Not used for human consumption.
nalak nyam(Dioscorea)species similar IELAKA".
nalakawugnyam(Dioscorea)spund species, wild and bitter.
cultivated form is callédowaANAWUG'. These are soaked in
seawater for geral hours prior to cooking.
nalamnsugar cangSaccharum) species with green skin,
appreciated for customary exchange.

n a hH®rbspecies from the family 'sUMANAWAS, similar to it
and to'NUMANPWILPAS. Used to make the leg decorations
'NAKEPEN' for dance.

nalek- (inalienable)foot Anleg

nalem- (inalienableywingA(inalienable) armbody partAn
hand

nalemenekavan kavapart of the plant. Its strong branches. lit,

"arms of kava".

nalemenmann herbspecies. Its leaves are usadrap freshly
caught shrimps.

nal e mislgar ta®Saccharum species with very bright
skin.

nalemnuw n yam(Dioscorea) gpecies similar AU H. £
nalepan fat Anlard

nalepenann penaltyn punishment

nalepesamn fart

n a | M®wgar canSaccharun) species with yellewiolet skin.

n a | ®aaacdamily of traditional dances containing, as an
important choreographic element, fast movements of the da
from one side to another.

nal in®rhilan

nal i ®mharbspe®i@s used in raammoning magic. Its
name reminds of the raindro@wWANALIAL "

nalimalan herbindigenous species.
A nalimala afwil n herbindigenous species.
A nalimala apenn herbindigenous species.
A nalimala tuanntreeintroduced species, whiciok its name

from the indigenousiALIMALA ' because of the similarity of their

leaves.

nal i s nkialant{Go®yline frutitksad of NUMANARWIU'.
Its leaves are put into the ground Witk U H'1yams when
planted in order to foster good growth.

nalis kelakan Ti plant(Cordyline frutiz&sad of NUMANARWIU'.
Its leaves are put into the ground WHLAKA' yams when
planted in order to foster good growth.

naliwokan nwalk

nalu nmourningecertain time after a decease, which can take
to one yar and which ends with a large family reunion. Duril
this time men will grow their beard and women will refrain fi
the social life of the village.

nal ua nke®Bpkc®s, arm bandsa U K A'are made from
its bark.

naluakenannwar

naluk ntreespecies. Its leaves are heated over the fire and |
on the joints and back of people who just recovered from a

period of being bedridden and still have difficulties with walkin

nalulu (ikpat) ntreespecies found often in the hills of inland
areas.

nal ul wntred(Schefera neoebuilge®s found often in
coastal areas.

naluwel (generic termylaplap

nalwily nbanyar(Ficus obliguspecies with small red fruit.
Inedible.

nam (generic termyfish
A nam aramaranturtlelit. "royal fish", sometimes prepared
for 'IERAMIN ARAMARA'.
Anam lahauneel

ts Anam le kwerian lined surgeonfisfAcanthurus lineatus
namakn tree(Cordia subcordspacies.
namalinu n herbspecies. Its leaves are used to decorate kava
during ceremonies.
namaliwok epenn prophecy
namamntreespecies. Its crushed leaves are applied on skin
incisions made by the local healers as a way to heal certain
diseases.
namannmanmale, plural form GfERMAN'.
namaural nakhararexprreveal a secret
name- ntonguebody part.
namehwau io le twinek nasegancient termgxpryou took me
down from the nases triraditional phrase by which a person
was receiving a gift. It is not in common use anymore. The
'NASES tree symbolizes poverty and thus the sense of the phrase
is, that the person receiving a gift is not poor anymore. As the
language does not include any term for "thank you", this phrase is
probably its closest equivalent.
namelntree(Acacia spirbisspecies with very hard wood used
for construction of houses.

A namel kekenntree(Acacia simplepecies.
namelameln bushspecies.
nameliamelntree(Phyllanthus cicgeideds off evil spirits. A
small branch from this tree is worn sectetprotect its owner
IN&§hmst black magic coming from other islands.
namerenn bud of a plant other than vine.'sbwiAN'. An shoot
of a plant other than vine.'"®tiwIAN'. An sproutof a plant other
than vine. ciNUWIAN".
namesan taha kahaw asthmanillnessespiratoryelated, said
to be caused by the hedHAU'. Anrespiratory probleniiness.

n a me tn®anatruatiodn periodof a woman.

namewamewn herbspecies. The juice from its crushed leaves is
rubbed on erupted furuncles. Another @don'NAMTAMETA'.

namiahyl ntreespecies with soft wood. Used to make boards.

namihew ntree(Melochia odorapeecies. Its wood is used to
make a part of canoe calfeOWANEKIATU'. The juice from its
crushed leaves is drank to cure fever. An edislerown called
'NEPAWEN NAMIHEW' grows on its trunk.
namihewelntreespecies. Hard wood used for making boards.
namilo ntree(Glochidico napsipeecies. Its hard wood is used for
beams in construction of houses and to make fences for
animalsAn dancebelonging to the family bf A L £ Wwianced
S ly during the celebration'®hAMARU NUW'. At the end of the
OQjance, the dancers make a movement like throwing a stone, by
Which, in a symbolic manner, they throwkR@&AR TAHA NUW
down to the villages on teeashore and thus they allow them to
eat yams at the beginning of the harvest.
namio nyam(Dioscorea) S§pecies.
namijpe- ngrandchildreicf. MIPE-'.
?Iﬁgﬁqtektek nillnes=of urinary tract. Its symptoms are pain
Q&lgring urination and difficult urination.
nimiuan n life
namkenenn banyarspecies. Considered to be the "male" or
"husband" of th&ALWAS banyan. It has no strong aerial roots.
n a mk ®nra®amade of aerial roots GALWAS.
namnakn treespecies. The juice from its skin is added to the
food of poisoned dogs.
namnamen nekamn flame

naly- (inalienablejtooth

nampi nyam(Dioscorea)$png and soft species.



namsy towexpmlant yamway of planting yams into the top
'‘Tow',

namtametan herbsometimes confused WIhKESTIL'. Another
name fo'NAMEWAMEW',

namteketekn illnessof both men and women, causes urinary
pain. cfLIPAG'.

namul tuann palm treespecies.

namulat ntreespecies giving small red fruit. The fruit skin is
sticky on the inner surface and is used by girls to make faci
decorations.

namwio nyam(Diogorea $ppecies.

nanema (inalienable) shadowAn spirit of man.A(inalienable)
imagereflection in a mirrodn photo

n a n e mwire@Ripturus argentspscies. ltgrated bark is

A napek tuann treespecies oNAPEK' with yellow or whitish
leaves.

napekan coconut huslpiece of dry fibrous husk used for general
cleaning other than kava rootske&ESEN.

napekakn coconutgerminating.
napekamann weight
napelansomebody

napelannsleep
Al A napelan ramosexprsleepybe, followed by a pronoun or a
nameEx.: Napelan ramos io. ~ | am sleepy.

napenn clothes

napenapenn dancekind of important dance performed during
the celebration dfEKOWIAR'. The second in the order of
dances, danced during the night.

applied on infected wounds especially those that came fromi napilasn centipeddn millipede

animal bites. Its leaves are used to cover the fresh circumc
wound. cfkAUR'.

Ananemwi @&mee@ipterus argentespédies. Its
grated bark is placed on infdotunds and on wounds from
animal bites.

nanenntree(Ficus adenospespaxies. Its grated bark is used
treat wounds.
nanepn fernmedium sized species, approximately about on
meter high. Belongs to the familyof LKEN 'APEN
nani (from Englishy goat
naniannspeech
nanmapennliver
n anu me mherbspec@s.
naonin nendAadvast

A naonin nianexpend of the day

A naonin nuexprend of the year
naotupunus(generic termygarden magicigoerson in charge (
a'KAWAR' and of gooatrop. cfIERAMARA and'IENINIKO .
nap ntree(Euodia hortejgie wild form ofNUMA LE NE S’
Women hold its leafy branches duringNhses dance.
napagn hollowEx.: napag nowaniko ~ inside of a caoe
cavityAn hole

A napag nekutu (inalienablejanusAn ass

A napag rokrokn ditch protecting gardens against pigs.

A napag roun herbspecies.
napagk a@wh @lein a rock.
Nap agngof®na p a dglit'coeanut tree hollow". A place
bet ween L owan ®ainginahe tkgehd®ih u s |
'KASAWAR and'MWATIKTIK ".
napaguwn bushspecies toxic for the fish. It is used for fishin
tide pools, where the branches are rubbed against the rock
water to release the toxin.
napakalontreeintroduced species.
n a p a kl®@ibspecies. The juice of its crushed leaves is ry
on to the skin of pigs that have scabies.
napar ht®h an
napat ek enherb®decies.i a
napateker nekn treespecies.
napaun titan triggerfisi@Balistoides viridgdeensdto be.Ex.:
Inapau. ~ | am tired.
n a m®e(Pseuderanthemiuspsgies. Its branches are used
traditional sticks for tHeASAL' dance. The plant has several
medicinal uses.
napekn babyboy, figAnbanyarspecies determining thiace of
customary nakamals. Its aerial roots are used as ropes.

A napek pwian banyarspecies oNAPEK'. It has no aerial
roots and it does not grow as large asitmeEK'.

S p i In@pbbpecis. Believed to chase away the rain when
burned. For example, while one is working in the garden and he
sees an approaching rain, he can burn this herb to stop the rain
from comingAn herbspecies. Its leaves are fed to wild young
cattle to mke them docile.

t‘?1apinap adjglowerindex.: Narameren renapinap. ~ His eyes are
glowering.

F napinapann clouddark, before raifex.: Ramapinap le nihin. ~

The rain clouds come.

napinu apamnfernlarge species.

napkapekn tree(Pisonia umbellifgpacies. It is used to summon
rain. Its grated skin is added into the fodder of piglets to help
them grow well. Its fruits contains a sticky liquid that is slathered
in large quantities around plants like taro to protect them from
fruit-eating birds as tlérds get glued to the fruit.
napkesu(ancient term) mourningancient term fONALU'.

fnapuasntree(Fagraea ceilgmipacies with very durable wood,
resisting to decay. Used for construction of houses.
napuk (generic ternydance
napuok n palm tregVeitchia aregidarable wood that is often
used to make house floorings. It has edible fruits that is also said
to be consumed by the spilitsRAMES.

napwerntreespecies. Wood resistant to fire. Before metal was
used, its curbed branches were teshdng saucepans over the
fire.

napwil nvinespecies. The string made from the peeled vines are
used to tie the coconut leaves together during fabrication of
tragitfppakroofs.

A napwil kaik nvinespecies with the same usage as other
gpecies ONAPWIL'.
in’% pwil mereknvinespecies. Its stem is heated over the fire
to soften it and then used as ropes in construction of houses and
to bind the sugarcane in the garden together to keep the wind
from breaking them.

bﬁggwuan cloud

nar nthing

A nar kamawakelam toy lit. "thing with which one plays".

An ar ndo@athing

A nar ramiu exprliving creaturefNARMIU'.

A nar reka maexpexpression used in a not very common and
probably not indigenous style of counting in local landtxage
dar®na nar reka ma kiu kKywer
and two- twelve, four (times ten) and fedorty four

naraiann text An writing

narameren kamtiwann herbspecies, lit. "eyes'&faMTIWAN
'KAMTIWAN'is @K OP WI £L Afeusid v Lownapaiu in
northern Tanna.

naramim n manhuman being, plural form ‘®RAM'.

g

naramohuan herbanother name fOKEK RAMOHUA'.



narare (inalienable, in pluralpffspringof animalsA
(inalienable, in pluralyhildren

nararen(in pluralin children

n ar a w®amRoscorea)s@ry large species indigenous
Tanna. Its sacred stORRWAR' is in Lowkweria, where this ya
is considered to be the customary ancestor of the local peo
nare- (inalienable, in singulanhild A(inalienablein singular)
offspringof human or animal.

naregn tree(Ficus granajlgpecies. Its leaves are used to wr3
shark meat cooked in an earth oven. It adds flavor to the m
and preserves it for up to three or four days.

n a r atke@Dillenia biflgrapecies.

narekelnflying foxits offspring, from "nararen kel".

naren(in singularjy child

naripai n dreamin which one has a vision or a revelation.
cflIPAl'.

A naripai tat ndrearrbad. cfNARIPAI'. An nightmare
cf/NARIPALI'.

A naripai wyt (generic termjdreamordinary, good.
cf/NARIPAI'.
nariram n banana treMusa spspecies, appreciated for
customary exchange.

A nariram afwil n banana tre@lusa spspecies, similar to
'NARIRAM', but withlight colored spots, appreciated for
customary exchange.
narmiu nliving creaturabbr. fromNAR RAMIU'.

naru (generic termjsugar canSaccharum spp.

A naru nawanaug apem sugar can(Saccharumn) species
very dark inside.
naruann huntingfig. An shooting

A naruan nuwn blessing of yanteaditional order allowing
consummation of yams at the beginning of the harvest.

naruatonfernvery large species. The skin of its petioles is U
to make arm bandsA U K A'sMember of fern family £ L KE N
APEN',

naruatu (ancient term)wind from WSW, brings showers.
nasalnfernspecies. Men and women use this to make crow|
be worn during theokA' danceAn dancekind of important
dance performed during the celebratione¥owiAR'. The fith
in the order of dances, danced in the morning.

nasasn banyar(Ficus wagspecies. Its roots are used to maks
the beltskATAWUT' worn by men during tHREKOWIAR'
ceremony and NEAKEPEN'.

nasekelntrapin form of a basket, to catch small bindsea
creatures.

nasemari pai(ancient termywind from W.

nasemeri(ancient term)windfrom NNW. Similar properties t
'LUATU AMLAI'".

nasesn customceremony performed the night before the fing
circumcision ceremorf§AMIR IATAW KAUR', during which on
one side the men do a special dance in the nakamal
'NOWANMANAGA' and burn the barriers that were hiding the &
since the beginning of their circumcision, and on the other 3
the women do a special dance in the village around a burni
symbolic'NASES tree An tree(Ficus wasaecies used during
ceremony 0KAUR' (circumcision) where men hang on its
branches reed leaves which were used by the circumcised
towels after ritual baths. The tree is then burned at the end
'NASES ceremony. Its bast is used as a tourniquet during
circumcision. Its leaves can also be eaten raw with coconut
meat Aadjpoor person without wealth, fig. sense, a child befq
the end of circumcision and burningNeiSES tree does not hay

any praerty.

b

nasisann swelling
nasituann help

nasoron laplaplarge species of I. packed in leaves and used as gift
during local ceremonies.
nasumanngarden
Pl§asunann banyar(Ficus glandijéhe shape of the fruit
resembles the male sexual organ. It is believed that the number of
branches a man gives his wife to chew during her pregnancy will
palso be the number of male children the wife will bear.
eafaswaion banyar(Ficus sgspecies.

natanntree(Myristica fajuspecies. Hard wood used for
construction. It is also used to makekheuGA' head rests.

natauann castration
n a ht®ewhite flowering.

natega (inalienableynameEx..Nat egam p®h ®?
name?
natektekann lack of kiowledge
natemnisland lyche@Pometia pinnadible fruit.
natepa n belly

A natepa renasis(inalienableydjfull of stomach, lit. "swollen
stomach”. Term often used, but not very correct. In good speech
'N£ P Eisused insteaix..] amken nepen mat ak
~ | ate plenty ripe bananas and my stomach is full.
naterisnblue porterwee(Stachytarpheta jamaispasiss, its
more correct name'lSEK T£ KATANEK
natgategn lichencommon name for many different species
foundon trees and stonds mossplant, common name.
nati tawarn Moonfull. A more common term thanawuk
RAMEPEP MALWI A

natik nbanana treMusa sp'wild" species, but consumed
anyways.

sBatkig nbushspecies. Young branches are chewed and the juice
is swallowed in cases of food poisoning.

natoga(ancient term)ywindfrom NE, brings rain.

natuanntree(Dysoxylum rujspecies. Aftatircumcision when
hthg boys are allowed to eat ordinary food again, the skin of this
tree is mixed with dry coconut. The boys use this to wash
themselves to deter evil spirits. Once done, the boys can eat
regular food again.
L natukunanneducation

nau (geneic term)n bambocAn dancekind of important dance

performed during the celebratioring#fkowlIAR'. The fourth in

the order of dances, danced during the subriseife

A nau ikinuhum nbambocspecies with strong stems often

used for buildings.

A nau kamaregem bambodincorrect name sometimes given
Pto'NAU MA N bacause its stems are used as traditional
"cooking pots" calledAMAREGEN'.

Anau mamelho®tems are used in housastruction
and as a traditional "cooking pots" and for keeping meat for
several days.

Oy& nau nahwaln bambocspecies with thin stems, used to make

ighing rods and a local kind of pan flutes. Sharp pieces are used

1&s knives during boys circumcisiah@ins coming to age
ceremomNUI G KELEL

nauan jotter An notebookfor writing.
boys as
0{%1%93” meat
nauganan In®arrpeecusomayna ceremony with
exchanging of goods.
r@auganan neken hos herbinvasive species, lit. "horse food".
enauge (inalienble, generic term)lower

nasisadjswollerEx.: Natepak renasis. ~ | ate enough.



naugemetn herblit. "flower of the sun". Its flowers close in th
evening and opens in the morning. It is said to be the "clock
people in ancient times.
naugen tuann herbanother name foOKAUGEP L £ N
naugenekalewn hibiscudlower.
naugenepen(generic termjflower of banana tre¢he flower
itself at the end of the inflorescence stem.
n a u g erphéri@nmasive species, lit. "flower of airplane”.
Reportedly brought to the island by a white man who came
plane.
nauh ntreespecies. Its leaves are used to wrap freshly caug
shrimps. The appearance of its flowers announces the time
planting sweet potatoes.
nauhwil nbushspecies. Its crushed leaves are used as soaf
one takes his bath in the sea. In family'MAMULAT'.
nauiasn noni(Morinda citrifglfeuit used to treat many differen
illness. Its bark is believed to ward off evil spirits.
naulenapain locustspecies.
naumusn illnessconstant weakness and lack of stamina, sai
be caused by lackingduo Treated by drinking water from
'NEPAREPA vine.An hungeEx.: Naumus ramkes io. ~ | am
hungry Anvalleydry, without a water stream on the bottom.
naunganannfood
nauni- (inalienablejhairin private parts.
nauru ntreespecies.
nauselun coconuiready for drinking, but still without flesh.
nauseluauselun herbspecies with white flowers.
nausylnvinespecies.
nawakelan(generic ternrygame
nawann tree(Syzgium pgpecies with very hard wood.
nawelekamann lightning
nawhakann prayer
nawiaim nyam(Dioscorea)gpecies with long "hairy" tubers.
Consumed.
nawi @&tree(Geniostoma ligustrijapeunies. Its wood is us
to make arrowheads 'SOWANPARAM.
nawigennbush nuiBarringtonia elffists are edible.
nawiloawilo ntree(Gyrocarpus amerjdamok is used for
carving canoes.
nawine- (inalienable)jbrotherof a womanEx.: nawinek ~ my
brother (if a woman is speakiAg)isterof a manEx.: nawinek
~ my sister (if a man is speaking)
nawirek nfernspecies. It issed in the same way as the
'KATI HWATA TE£ TA'AlGnng kiecumcision. Tips of its
branches are chewed to relieve stomachaches.
nawisann copulatiorof animalsin sexactivity, not a very politg
term.
nawitag n fernfamily of several fern species. Women place {
leaves in their baskets and hit them with their hands during
'NAPENAPEN' dance Anfernspecies. Used in the same mann
the'KATI HWATA T£ TA'Algning iecumcision. Before th
existence of hman beings, its roots were eaten by the stone
A nawitag apenn fern species.
A nawitag aswas fern species from theAwITAG' family.
Anawit ag meRispedes.m
A nawitag merekn fernspecies.
A nawitag rausekausel fern speées.
nawitalegen luwn bushspecies, lit. "the ear of thew’ fish".
nawu- (inalienablej nephevif his aunt is speaking about hfn.
nniecdf her aunt is speaking about her.
nawuk n Tahitian chestni{tnocarpus fapédiblefruits. Water
infusion is given to women to make them give birth to a girl|

enawula alukntree(Macaranga)species.
"dwula apenn tree(Macaranga)species.
nawula pekamn tree(Macaranga)gpecies. Hard wood used in
construction oall parts of house.
A nawula pekam apem tree(Macaranga)species. Its hard
wood is used to make roofs of houses.
nawum nsugar canSaccharun) species with grayish skin.
nawun nvinespecies. Its stem is heabgdr the fire to soften
bsind make it more flexible for house construction use. The plant is
poisonous for fishes. When fishing, the men would hit the tide
hpools with its crushed end and the toxins released kills the fishes.

foawyl n tree(Euodia gpspeciesA plant that represents the

people of L®takeren, who use
\WhERMONIes.
nawytann good
tn ®epvithEx.:l amken nam n® nuw. A~ |

conpndconnecting nouns, short form'afe N £

ne- rou (inalienald)n neckhas to be possessed with personal
4 pgonoun.Ex.: nekrou, nenrou ~ my neck, his neck

n ® a meukmeric(Curcuma lopgkant, worked into powder
'NOWANE AMEK

n e gn®dit

nehman reefcoral.

n ®i u aliéwntruth.

n ®i whainegpecies.

nek (generic termytreeA(generic termybushwhatever kind
excluding bamboos, grasses and nés:rbwhatever kind
excluding bamboos, grasses and Anesantwhatever kind
excluding bamboos, grasses and Vinesoodmaterial.

A nek mernfirewoodAnwooddry.Antreedead, dry.

A nek meran treeliving, green.

A nek ramohuan herbspecies.

An e k tn®eelit. %he turtle tree", soft wood.

Anek t ® nklaetp@atanedke(Stachytarpheta jamaicensis
lit. "tree of Katanek” (female name). Often by ignorance of its
{{ue name, it is mistakenly calleEsTIL'. Branches that grow
rom a common stem is used for a game c¢abkeTIL'. It is
used to treat diarrhea in children. A small branch is chewed to
release its juices. The juice is then put into the babies mouth.
nekavbe notanymore’kA' with perfective preEx.: nu reneka
~ there is no more water

nekalakan tree(Pouteria yppecies with edible fruit.

nekalew(generic termyhibiscugHibiscuspp.used to treat
constipation among babies. The juice from the leaves is given to
them to drink and it is also added their bath water to wash them
with.
A nekalew afwiln hibiscugHibiscus spgpecies. Same use as
P 'NEKALEW'.

nekaloawinn crosdn faith.

?ﬁgﬁam nfire
L nekarekarn herbspecies. Its leaves and fruits are edible.

enekariagnbanded snake gMyrichthys colubyiwsee(Cerbera
. odollajarinking tea made from the bark of this tree will induce
diarrhea.
nekatu ntreespecies of fahyi'NAWIGEN'. Its wood is used for
constructions of houses.
nekaugann clearina large place, where there are few trees, only
grass grows there.'lcf. N K A U G'aln emptyspace, figurative.
lit. "place with few trees".
nekauknMalay rose app(Syzygium malagcense
nekava(generic termjkava(Piper methystjcum
A nekava aramara kava(Piper methystjaifmAPUGA.
A nekava filan kava(Piper methystj@pecies originally from

a)

4

cf'NASUNAN'.

£fat ®.



A nekava iakenn kava(Piper methystjaurtivar with light
green spotted stems.

A nekava iamn kava(Piper methystjaurtivar with light greer]
stems with dark spots.

A nekava iam iriparn kava(Piper methystjaurtivar similar to
'NEKAVA 1AM ' with thick stems.

A nekava iammalamalan kava(Piper methystjaurtivar
similar tdNEKAVA 1AM ' with thin stems.

A nekava malamala kava(Piper methystjcarm for s
cultivar with thin stems.

A nekava metan kava(Piper methystjaurtivar with beige
stems.

A nekavapwia n kava(Piper methystjditrismooth”, after
texture of its stems. Species that has giggish stems with
dark spots.
nekawk awnfan®peeds.
nekelhantree(Breynia distichianted near houses as a
protection against black magic.

A nekelha afwiln tree(Breynia distichpg@®cies.
nekeli tapatapan bushspecies.

nekelkeli namn bush(Euodia hortepgégiant of NUMA LE

nekolaug nekn bushspecies. Using its branch with many fruits
hanging on it the vines of cucumbers and pumpkins are pierced

so that their crop is plentiful.
A nekolaug nek afwiln bushspecies.

nekoumasn bushspecies. Its leaves are used to decorate yams

during the ceremony of 1 £.L
nekowiar n customimportant festival on which the majority of

population is participating. Organized irregularly every several

years. During the celebratg®veral dances proper to

'NEKOWIAR' only are performed in a fixed order. Their names are

'NUHUPUKA', 'NAPENAPEN', 'TOKA', 'NAU', 'NASAL', 'KASASIWG
and'NEMAWIO',

nekowiseln flowerbranches of coconut tree inflorescence,
sometimes used as a broontoanakel A £'N

nekpatntree(Syzgium sppecies with hard wood used for house

construction.
nekpesn sanda(Santalum spgultivated as casinop.

nekpinap ntree(Diospyros fersgecies with hard wood. Pieces
of its wood cut out from its trunkeachewed to make teeth
strong.

f4gkrunn gameduring which participants are trying to guess

NE s'e The shape of the leaves are similar to the shape of a E‘?‘lk

'NAM'.

nekesantreespecies with seepioducing red pigment that is
used for painting faces and hair.

nekesekes plantparasitic species, grows on other trees. It is

said to grow "without trunk and roots" and when the host tree

dies, it dies with it. The nafrNEKESEKES is also used
figuratvely to describe people who forgot their "rootse
village and the traditional way of life.

neketenn herb(Ageratum conyzjasgesies. The juice from its
leaves is drank in case of fever and mixed with the juice of
of 'lOHARIR'.

nekfitu niree(Elattostachys falspeacies with hard wood. Used

name of a plant from its leaves or roots. It is also the name used

for whatever game where the players are trying to guess
something or they pull the short stick sman ...

neksuka atoaton yam(Dioscorea) gpecies.
neksuka melamelan yam(Dioscorea) §pecies.
neksuka npaan(DivsBdrea)gpecies.
neksuka tuannyam(Dioscorea) §pecies.

nektuann treeits wood is used to make bows. In family with
TEKREKME'NEK

eagkBIpen nekavan kavapart of the plant. Small thin roots.

nekus iawinn bushspecies.
nel ntreespecies with hard wood used for construction of

for constructions. Large chunks of its bark are used as platgs§ses.

prepare and cook theA K £ wAlaplap. Its grated bast is added

to pigs fodder so that they grow well.
neki- (inalienablejinside

A neki- la (inalienable)love somebody. ¢b L K £ 1 'KEX.:
Nekin la perawen an. ~ He likes that woman.

Aneki-r a g (in@lienable)gladbe.Avhappybe.Ex.: Nekik
ragi ®n epek. ~ am very ha

A neki- rahmo ma(inalienable)think, hatEx.: Nekik rahmo
ma i arames k®r r amol namesa
because of a demon.

A neki- ramahmay(inalienable)sadbe.Ex.: Nekik ramahma
epek to tahak perawen rakames. ~ | am really sad because
wife, who is sick.

A neki- reka (inalienable)dumbvoicelessiv unable to speak
be, because of being sick or having shouted too Exuckowa
ramakhar apam kani nekin reka. ~ The kid shouted so much

he lost his voicd\(inalienable)feelingshave towards somebody
or concerning somethirigx.: Nekik reka la peran an. ~ | do not

feel anything towards this girl.
A neki- rtat (inalienable)sadbe, lit. "inside (of someone) is

n ® k enhe@®species, lit. "feet of the sky". It is used to
summon good weathdiris also used to treat toothaches by

chewing its leaves. The juice is spread on the teeth and gums and

helps ease the pain.

n ® k e nnéakapart®f the plant. The thick central root. lit.
"the leg of kava".

r?eﬁja'ahann moldon food.Ex.: Nauganan ramyjan. ~ The

fod pagame moldy. ¢ p i nk that this i
nem (generic termybreadfruit tre€Artocarpus aljiligood

resistant to decay. Canoes carved out of its trunk are appreciated

dPHifs long lifespardn breadfruits fruit.
nema taleg (inalienablejear

nemain garderslaskandburn ground in the forest prepared to
become a garden.

Hedhaiakon cassavfManihot esculenta
nemanahgan bow

nemanest (inalienablejbottom of a man.
nemankatn sunshine

bad".Ex.: Nekik rtat to tahak kowa. ~ | am sad because of mynemankiu n pandanugPandanus tecfatsieaves are used to

child.

nekiapenntree(Elattostachys fgldatavood is used to make
bows.

nekiau ntreespecies.

nekin am expplentyplace, where there is much of something.
Ex_cNekin am ni ®n. ~ There i 9

nekinameran forestAnjungle

nekinek ninside of a treEx.: nekikek rtat ~ a tree rotten from
inside

weave ma and baskets. Its aerial roots are used as ropes to tie

laplap.
nematan backhuman body.
nematag(generic termywindthe local culture knows 16

different names of winds. Today, this knowledge is kept only by

fewy elderg and thef people spesinligedashemmagic the
'|IERAM RAMOL NIHIN' and'|IERAM RAMOL NEMANKAT'. Seven of

the winds are associated with rain and with the collared kingfisher
'K A WH | 'rthe nine others are associated with dry weather and



Polynesian trilléwuLAWULA'.

Anematag asulh cyclone
nemaulul ndust
nemaur itugan herbintroduced species.
nemaur maurn bush(Aamaranthus vijithaves change their
color to red by the time of yam harvest. Used with
'NUMANPWILPAS to decorate the first yams presented during
'KAMARU NUW'. Boiled leaves are eaten.
nemawion dancekind of important dance performed during t
celebration oNEKOWIAR'. The seventh and the last in the ord
of dances, danced early in the afternoon. Follows the ceren
killing of pigsAn danceamily of taditional dances, during whi
the participants turn around in a circle.
n e m@drnspecies fromthe £ L KEN 'AaprEW
nemesan(generic termyillnessAn death

Anemesan t aflnasciM@mek RAMI WUK

nemew (generic ternybanandreefamily of several species of

nepawen namihewn mushroorlarge species growing only on
trunks ofLIPAG' and'NAMIHEW' trees. It is edible and
appreciated for its taste.

n e p e k snioil ohcoa®rut. Term also used for the oily film
found inside germinated COCOMNAPEKAK ",

nepelap(ancient termywindfrom S, not bringing rain. It is cold
and comes at time of cleanihgardens before yams are planted.

A nepelap arap(ancient termywind from SE. lit. "cold
.]'é\lEPELAF’".
er An e p el ap(arcienater®gindfrom SSW.
mrf{%gepelap laluan(ancient termywind from SSE. A cold
Lpvind.
nepen(generic termybanandree(Musa sphn banandruit. Av
ill be because 6ANEPEN', or'PERANEPEN. EX.: Us an
ramanepen. ~ This man has peranepen hallucinations.

A nepen ituganbanana tre@Musa split. "foreign banana".
Asian species not used for cooking buheatly when ripe.

A nepen ituga areparem banana tre@Musa spspecies with

banana tree. Leaves caletANEMEW' are used to wrap laplapegipie fruit.

A nemew apem banana trekind of' NEMEW' with same
usage.

A nemew aswas banana trekind of'NEMEW' with same
usage.

A nemew togoan banana &ekind of' NEMEW' with same
usage. Probably from Tongoa.

A nemew tuann banana trekind of'NEMEW' with same usag
nemnarusyln sugar cangSaccharunj species with yellow and
red stripes on skin.
nemnawan sugar cangSaccharun) species witpinkish yellow
skin.

A nemnawa afwiln sugar can(Saccharumn) species with red
and yellow stripes on skin.

A nemnawa apem sugar can(Saccharumn) species with darl
red skin.
nemoptenn earthAn soil
nemrau (generic ternyashfrom fire.

Nemrau n propMilky Way

n e mr unki®lant(Cordyline frutitdsak purple color form.
Used in local custom as a sign of the "black" families and tq
decorate their kava during customary ceremBnieg.e one of
the'NIKO ', traditionatribes of Tannan cardinal myzomela
(Myzomela cardipadime used only for females.

cf’KOwWI AMETAMETA

nemtalekamn sugar cangSaccharun) species with yellew
grayish skin.

nenum n herbspecies.

nepakaun bluespotted cornetfigRistularia comsoeyi
nepamn treespecies with edible fruit.

nepanagha nnose

neparemn vinespecies. Its roots are baked or cooked and
chewed in times of famine, such as after a cyclone. It tasteg
similar to a yam cooked over a fire.

A neparem nuwn vinesimilar b 'NEPAREM, but its roots are
softer and easier to eat.

neparepan vine (Entada phaseoldidedlexible parts are used
strings to attach yams to poles for transport during custom
exchanges e.g. tkReur' ceremony. Thdried fruit is used to
make rattling arm bands for dance. The water found inside
vine is drinkable and is used for treating back aches and fo
'NAUMUS iliness. Its skin is repeatedly hit with wooden stick
it peels off. Bands of the skin #ven used as exceptionally
strong ropes for house construction.

nepareparn fenceboth normal and livén railings
nepawainan(generic termyinsultAninvective

nepenepenn herbspecies. Its leaves are put orikh@AR' of
bananas to ensure a good harvest.

Neperawen Lapnumann prog’leiadefit. "young girls of
'LAPNUMAN™. Alternative to the nanldOWASWAS APNUMAN'.
n ® p agjfsill of stomach. A better term thamTEPA- RENASIS.

b.n e p entmus®rooredible species. Grows on the ground. It is
said that one shousdomp on the ground on places where these
mushroom usually grows and ‘sedl P E T'fg a plentiful
harvest.

nepiaw tuann tree(Pisonia grandjgecies. Fish is wrapped with
these leaves before cooking, then the two are cooked and eaten
together.

nepik- (inalienable)tall

nepinan tree(Sarcomelicope simplicigfiarssbot)dhe ripening

of its fruit signals yam harvest season. Chewing its bark makes the
teeth and gum strong.

neplegntree(Polyscias) species. Yourigaves are cooked and
eaten especially in times of famine after a cyclone.

A nepleg afwiln bush(Polyscias guiljegeties. Young leaves
are boiled and consumed.

A nepleg akharn bush(Polyscias scut@liqizies. Its leaves are
cooked angjiven every day to babies who have delayed speech
development to stimulate them to talk.

A nepleg awhian bush(Polyscias) species.
neprisin (nepen)n flower of banana trgrart of the banana
bunch where the fruit is already ripe. Hand of barfariasnd
of bananas

neprountime of peactegendary period of peace before the
period of wars and division of the islan&ktow! A M£ and
'NE MR UK'lansAntreespecies. Hard wood is used to carve
canoes.
n ®r g ®herespecies.
N e sn@ropN e demale name mentioned in one of local legends
and in the name of a shrub with fragrant l[éaves\ LE NE S'E
nes® nowagnkel u
rsn e s ®nbeaehpcabbagScaevola tagcgmiries used to treat
¥:ough. Four young branches should be chewed, the juice
thsxeNaIIowed and sea water should be trunk right after that.
Anes ® r ebpach cabbafScaevola tagesmiscies used
J‘%\I/treat cough. Four young branches are chewed, the juice
"Wallowed and sea water is drank afterwards.
nesegan intestine
nesekon treespecies. Spears are made from its straight branches.

nes ®s ® ntreaspeuids.

nesian flambealAntorch Anlighte.g. of a torch.



nesihiawn ashvolcanic.
nesikuwow ikpatn herbspecies.
nesi kuwbewspecie® Its latex is put on small sores.

nesinahga ramaivcold have Ex.: Nesinahgak ramai. ~ | have
cold.

nesinaninherbspecies. lit. "goats' excrement".

nesinepenn flower of banana trguart of the banana bunch
where the fruit is not matured anakri

nesipennface painpigment used foN A HWE L'AN

nesipukan treespecies, lit. "excrement of pig". When pigs m
the village dirty with their excrements, the fruit of this tree is
thrown at them in order to ward them off and make them
defecate in theingle.

netatan apemn herbspecies, lit. "black woe". Drinking the juiq

from its leaves treats heart disorders such as arrhythmia and

angina.

n e hi®o(Colocasia escligatar t., t. of Samoa.

n et ® knaugar @angSaccharun) species witgreen and
yellow skin.

netwarnlanguagesed in West Tanna. Sometimes called as
'NAKHARAN TAHA LE NAKEL

newahgan spear

newhagann speectan important speech given in nakamal be
drinking kava.

newinenann shouting

newirou ntreespecies. Its leaves are stinging. Young leaves
used against mice in houses and are put on places where t
commonly pass. It is said that the mouse will get their paws
burned and will feel so much pain that it will chew them off
eventually die.

nhul- (inalienablejy mouth

ni advof genitive.

nia n herbspecies. Its leaves are strung together and is useq
cover ridges of the traditional roofs to protect them from the
rain.

nian nmomeniof an eventdn time An daytoday used nearly
solely irthis sense, but its original meaning is far larger and
meant time or moment. Today this sense of the word is
abandoned and is commonly expressed by "taem" from
Bislamaln weather

A nian awasnwintercold part of the year when yams and
other cropare consumed. lit. "old time".

An i a nnokc@it. "one day".

A nian min patemexprevery day

A nian wi nsummeiot part of the year when yams and otH
crop grow. lit. "new time".
niapur n bushgeneric term for several species of buskies wi
colorful leaves, it is often planted around graves and as a li
fence. The colorful leaves are used to make necklaces.

A niapur ieni napuk n bushspecies oNIAPUR, used by
special men who compose local songs as after chewing its
they can hear melodies and lyrics in natural noises and bird
niawer n algzedible species of green algae, resembles grape
clusters and has a bitter taste.

niayeriayern herbspecies.

where yams are planted to ensure good crop. Yams are said to
"like" the smell of the leave. Drinking an infusion of its boiled
bark cures th&lAMESAN TAHA KAHAU' sickness.

n i @aneric termycoconutA(generic terym coconut tree
(Cocos nucifera

Ani ®n ndiyeaconut

Ani ®n nooeanagreen.

Ani ®n meopouunot yet germinating but already
developing oil inside. Betweren £ N U ArElfNAPEKAK .

Ani ®n nantoeukeady for drinking, with flesh already

akermed.

ni ®n meugaacanSaccharun) species.

n i @nee(Burckella oboyathble fruits. Its hard wood is used
for constructions.

€nigat ntree(Pouteria yppecies. Hard wood used for
construction.

niges nfilter made of coconut leaf sheath or artificial, used to

filter kavaAn strainer

nihi- (inalienablejsemen

nihikesel advthree days ago

nihin nrainAnliquidEx.:ni hi n

before yesterdaadwwo days ago
A nihin kurimatau n bouillonfrom beef.

fordni hi nncatan® milk

nihla ntree(Semecarpus vilispsiges. Its sap is severely irritant
to the skin and causes blisters. To prevent this from happening,
aree should face the tree and pronounce the-claamging
h@hrase "iONIHLA', ik N" - "l am'NIHLA', and you are N" (where
N is the name of the person). WorRRSIN may be found in its
ariclnk. Eating them may cause a skin reaction in certain people.
nik ntree(Cordia dichotppraduces small sticky fruit often eaten
by pigeons and flying foxes. Its bark is boiled or is infused in
water and drank to ease headaches, stomachaches and diarrhea.
| fiko (generic termjclanalso used for the land owned by a
clan.A(generic termycaroe outrigger, indigenous term.
cf’KENU". An shipAn canoea small canoe in whiclkawaR' is
held.

ithil nsugar canSaccharun) species with yellow and green
stripes on skin.
nim ntree(Tabernaemontapasgc. with leaves eaten with
coconutAn stickused to hunt birds.

nima (generic termyhouse
A nima awhakn churchbuilding.
A nima awsimn houseof local sorcerers.
A nima imaim nhutinside of a nakamal.
er A nima kowanplacenta
Anima la Tenn housdraditional of Tannain hutkind built
traditionally on Tanna.
e Ani ma t ahdanceirid @e@endary dance performed
by living stones in times when human dance did not yet exist. Its
rhythm and figures are different to those found in human dances.
edpestreespecis. Its stem is cut open and the fiber inside is
song@hed. The liquid is then drained, strained and dried to get a
» starchy floutike byproduct. This is then mixed with sea water
and made into a kind of laplap or pancakes.

nisap n treespecies with hard wooTraditionally hair combs are

ni ®n Asddayoconu

n il @ustomimportant ceremony consisting in offering a largeut of its wood.

number of yams and pigs. After some time the beneficiary ¢
‘NI £ af the same size for the donor. An important custom
fostering relations between individuals and commudities.
friend An brotherin-lawof a manAn coast sheogCasuarina
equisetifglieard wood. Serves to make large clubs used for k
pigs during traditional ceremonies.

n i ®@irep(Pittosporum campthellentire plant is aromatic.

aaisl & grass skinvorn by women today usually only during
customary ceremonies. On very few places on Tanna its daily
wearing is still practiced.

n i w ®dadlleof outrigger canoes.

iH88ra- (inalienable) brotheryounger, if the speaker is a rdan.
siblingyounger, of the same sex as the spdakesieiyounger,
if the speaker is a woman.

During yam planting intoow', its leaves are burnt inside the

DIt



nol naunin vfinishan actionEx.:l o i n ol nauni
namnumnemak nekava. ~ | have finished drinking my kava
nolan nbehaviolEx.: Taham nolan rtat. ~ Your behavior is ng
good.An actionAn deed

A nolan awas(ancient term, generic temmustom
cf/NOLAWASAN'.
nolawasan(ancient term, generic temmtustomfrom ‘oL’ - do,
and'AwaAs - old, related to ancestors. A word describing the
of life and identity of the people, today by ignorance of the t
term often replaced by the Bislama equivaksitom'.
nol K®inlkv®i an

nolu nvinespecies.
A nolu merekn herb(Grewia crenapedes.

norasnvinespecies. Its stems are used as ropes in construgtio

of houses and also to clean fsfEms.

nouhialag ntree(Homalanthus ebractsae@es. The juice of it
leaves is drank in cases when one gets sick which is cause
'IARAMES spirits because of walking outside during the night

mowhn@wugn yam(Dioscorea)gpecies similar to

'NALAKAWUG', but cultivated and used for cooking. Exists in
t several cultivars.

A nowanawug iatipenn yam(Dioscoreg sp

n o wa n ®aumeekicspice.

now a n ® gheaumana tre@Musa spspecies.

nowanekn branchwooden An staffwooden An stick
VaYA nowanek miln sticksused to manipulate chewed kava during
I'Y£s traditional brewing by those, who have not the right to touch it
directly, e.g. men alreadgrried.
nowanekiatun boomconnecting the canoe and the outrigger.
nowanemn yam(Dioscorea)spund species.

t_n 0 wa n ®heartu

ngwaneparepam rattlemade of dry fruit oNEPAREPA and

| attached around legs of dancers.

drﬂgﬁﬂ%a nha I" Bxaveplriafthe plant. Young thin branches.
I’ "edggs of kava".

A nouhialag apenn trecimported species, which took its nafe © Wa n h a | evagoofthere k

from a local tre®&NOUHIALAG .

noukarenntrunk of tree.
A noukaren magkon trunk of mango tree.
A noukaren nemn breadfruiits trunk.
An o u k ar ggenercite®mtrunkof coconut tree.

noumerekn tree(Acalypha grahdiinking the juice of its
crushed leaves eases stomachache. Its hard wood is used
beams in construction of houses. Its fruit is used byskiddlets|
for blowguns made from thin hollow bamboo stick.

nourasekamn cindersmolderingfn emberAn smoldering
branchcarried by men in right hand after having drank kava
order to protect themselves against evil spirits.

nousu | ®&kavsparkohthealant. Thicker roots.
noutakerenn piecesmall, of a thing.

nowa afffruit pref.

nowahgan arrowordinary. CiNOWANPARAM'

nowaig n treeintroduced species. Children use its fruit to pai
their faces. Probably froRODWA-' - fruit and"ink" - from
English referring to its pigment.

nowait n bush(Polyscias frutjogmang leaves are cooked and
incorporated in soups.

nowakannweek
A nowakan ekexprveekthis.

nowakeresn vinespecies. Fruit edible.
nowan mataun hookfor fishing.

now a n a gl®&lapdish based on yam, sometimes called as
"simboro" from Bislama.

nowanalem (inalienabley handAn palmof hand.

nowan aln®gebn®awyRivina hum)lig. "red fruit".
Species giving tiny red fruit used to color face and hands.

nowanalialn raindrop

nowanaloumagandancek i nd or i gi nating
zone. Said to be the first ever human dance.

nowanalulunwintermore precisely the part of year, when dg
are short.

nowanaparn villagespecial term for parts of village closely
surrounding a nakamal.

nowanarnnecklace

nowanaramera (inalienablejeye

nowanarwiun dancebelonging to the family bf A L £ WA
Danced only during the time, when eating yam is taboo.
nowanatepuwikwik n sugar cangSaccharunj species with red
skin.

nowan h anjetytis®h ®
nowanhiwyt adjsweefrom 'NOWANIHIN RAWYT".
nowanhurekn yam(Dioscorea)§pecies.
nowanihin njuiceof fruit.
A nowanihin rawytexpsweet
nowanihinmatak n yam(Dioscorea) §pecies.
ton'aﬁgﬁiko ncanoethe hull itself of an outrigger canoe.
nowaniu n pineappldruit. An pineappl¢Ananas compsus
incorrect, but widely used way of spellingosfanuiu'.
owankapnaiuwan herbspeciesrgwing on the sand on
eaches.
nowankelunfencearound a village.
nowanmanagan nakamaspecial name given to a nakamal in
which are living "hidden" young boys since their circumcision
until they finally leave it durim@MIR IATAW KAUR' ceremony. It
issurrounded by a fence of coconut leaves or bamboo to hide it
nfrom eyes of women, who are strictly forbidden to enter it at any
moment of the day.
nowanmeln orangefn mandarirfruit. An mandarin tre¢Citrus
reticulatés fruit is consumed, the leaves are used to make a
herbal teadn orange tre¢Citrus sinensis

nowanpapan sugar cangSaccharum species with red skin,
often cultivated in middleush.
nowanparamn head of arroweonic piece of wood inserted by its
pointy end into a stem of reedLNUL' to create the
'NOWANPARAM arrow for hunting birdéin arrowarrow for
hunting birds.
nowanun lake
nowanu- (inalienable)jhairon head.
nowanu koko minnreedlit. "hair of the boys'Leaves of reed
used to towel the circumcise boys, and eventually suspended on
'\*Asl‘E%',mt_he L®t akeren )
nowanuiu n pineapplé¢Ananas compsusoduced species. Its
ommon name comes from a family of plants ¢alled. lit.
he fruit of'NUIU™.
Nowanuksuiu n progpirithame of one dfARAMES, dwelling in
an'lIkAwsIM' close to the village of Lowtaliko.
nowanumann earth oven
Nowanuman n propMagellanic Cloudnsure whether Large or
Small.
nowanuon stringmade of bast of tHRuo' tree used as the basis
for 'NIU' grass skirts.
nowapelpeln belt of shellsvorn by boys on the final ceremony
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of 'KAUR'.












































































































